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The agency proposal follows:

Summary

The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities is proposing toamend one section of its
rules of practice, found at N.J.A.C. 14:1-6A. These rules govern the Board’s proce-
dures for accepting comments on proposed rules through electronic means. The Board
has been accepting e-mail rule comments as part of a pilot program authorized under
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N.J.A.C. 14:1-6A. The Board has found the practice of accepting comments on pro-
posed rules through e-mail to be very effective and efficient, and therefore this proposed
amendment will make these procedures permanent.

As the Board has provided a 60-day comment period on this notice of proposal,

this notice is excepted from rulemaking calendar requirements pursuant to N.J.A.C.
1:30-3.3(a)5.

Social Impact

The proposed amendments will have a positive social impact in that they will clarify
the Board's procedures accepting e -mail comments on rule proposals, thus making it
easier for the public to submit comments on Board rule proposals.

Economic Impact

The proposed amendments will have no economic impact, in that they merely per-
manently codify existing procedures for submittal of comments by e-mail.

Federal Standards Statement

Executive Order No. 27 (1994) and N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq. require State agencies
that adopt, readopt or amend State regulations that exceed any Federal standards or
requirements to include in the rulemaking document a Federal Standards Analysis.
N.J.A.C. 14:1 -6A is not promulgated under the authority of, or in order to implement,
comply with or participate in any program established under Federal law or under a
State statute that incorporate or refers to Federal law, Federal standards, or Federal re-
quirements. Accordingly, Executive Order No. 27 (1994) and N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq.
do not require a Federal Standards Analysis for the proposed amendments.

Jobs Impact

The Board does not expect the proposed amendments to have any effect on jobs in
New Jersey, including the generation or loss of jobs. The amendments do not change
the current procedure at all, and therefore will have no effect on employment.

Agriculture Industry Impact

The Board does not expect the proposed amendments to have any effect on agricul-
ture in New Jersey, as they relate solely to the means by which a member of the public
submits comments on proposed BPU rules.

Requlatory Flexibility Analysis

A small business, as defined in the New Jersey Regulatory Flexibility Act, N.J.S.A.
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52:14B-16 et seq., is a business that has fewer than 100 employees. As these rules
apply to any person who wishes to submit comments on Board rule proposals, the
amendments will undoubtedly affect some small businesses. However, it is impossible
to determine how many small businesses will be affected. Furthermore, the amend-
ments do not impose any reporting, recordkeeping and compliance requirements. They
merely make permanent a voluntary option by which members of the public can submit
comments to the Board on proposed rules. Therefore, no special provisions for small
businesses have been proposed. Furthermore, the amendments will not require com-
menters to utilize professional services.

Smart Growth Impact

The Board anticipates that the proposed amendments will have no impact on either
the achievement of smart growth or the implementation of the State Development and
Redevelopment Plan. The State Plan is intended to "provide a coordinated, integrated
and comprehensive plan for the growth, development, renewal and conservation of the
State and its regions" and to "identify areas for growth, agriculture, open space conser-
vation and other appropriate designations." N.J.S.A. 52:18A-199a. Smart growth is
based on the concepts of focusing new growth into redevelopment of older urban and
suburban areas, protecting existing open space, conserving natural resources, increas-
ing transportation options and transit availability, reducing automobile traffic and de-
pendency, stabilizing property taxes, and providing affordable housing." These rules
apply uniformly Statewide and the Board does not expect that they will affect the loca-
tion of future development. Therefore, the proposed amendments will not impact smart
growth or the State Plan.

Housing Affordability Impact

The proposed amendments will have an insignificant impact on affordable housing in
New Jersey because the scope of the proposal is limited solely to the means by which
people can submit comments on BPU rule proposals. In addition, there is an extreme
unlikelihood that the proposed rule amendments would evoke a change in the average
costs associated with housing, because the means by which comments are submitted
does not affect housing prices or the housing market.

Smart Growth Development Impact

The amendments proposed herein will have an insignificant impact on smart growth in
New Jersey because the scope of the proposal is limited solely to the means by which
people can submit comments on BPU rule proposals. In addition, there is an extreme
unlikelihood that the proposed rule amendments would evoke a change in housing p ro-
duction within Planning areas 1 or 2, or within designated centers, under the State De-
velopment and Redevelopment Plan, because the means by which comments are sub-
mitted are not expected to affect housing construction or the housing market.
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Full text of the proposed amendments follows (additions indicated in boldface thus; de-
letions indicated in brackets [thus]):

CHAPTER 1. RULES OF PRACTICE
SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

14:1-1.6A Submittal of comments on rule proposals|, pilot study for electronic
submittal]

(a) This section governs submittal of comments on all rule proposals published by the
Board in the New Jersey Reglster [

2—2006—'Fhe—p#et—study—eha”—een#nae+m#%p#ﬂ—2—2@98—] gReserved )

(c) Comments on rule proposals shall be submitted by e-mail, hand delivery, or regular
mall on or before the date identified in the ruIe proposal publlshed in the New Jersey

(d) Comments submitted by e-mail shall be sent to the e-mail address specified in the
rule proposal. E-mail comments shall be submitted in Microsoft Word format, or in PDF
format with searchable text and cut and paste capability.

(e) Rule proposal comments shall not be subject to the requirements for number of cop-
ies at N.J.A.C. 14:1-4.2. If rule proposal comments are submitted by hand delivery or
regular mail, the Board requests, but does not require, that the commenter submit an
original and five copies of the comments.

(f) The date upon which a comment on a rule proposal shall be deemed received shall
be as follows:
1. The date upon which the Board receives the comment at the e -mail address set
forth in the published proposal.
2. The date upon which the comment is hand delivered to Board offices, to a Com-
missioner, or to the Secretary; or
3. The date upon which a comment sent by regular mail to Board offices is post-
marked, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 1:30-5.4(d).




