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IN TilE MATTER OF VERIZON NEW JERSEY, INC'. 'S ALLEGED FAILffi~E TCEj 
COMPLY WITII OPPORTUNITY NI'W .lLl'SEY COrviMlTML,NTS 53 

RIC: 

DOCI<YT NO.: '1'012020155 

Dcar Ms. luo: 

We ask that the !loard pleasc considcr thc following commcnts of Ilopcwcll Township in 
Cumberland Cuunty to thc proposed Stipulation of Agreemcnt bd\\ecnlloard Stall and Veri/on 
Ncw Jcrscy rclating to al\crn~ltc plan for regulation ("PAR-2") allli Veriwn's compliancc With 
Opportunity Ncw Jcrsey ("ON.!"). 

In the StipulationofSclllcmcnt, Veri/on proposes, ullder thc "tlFiZIC process, to make 
broadband sen Ice available tll 

"A minimum of'thirty-live (35) single-line or businL'ss or 
residential customcrs (in any combination) locatcd in a Ccnsus 
Tract. . 

Hopewcll Township in Cumberland County is a Illostly rural community with a largc 
amollnt of preserved open space, a large Agri-busincss j~it'l1lillg comn1L1l1ity, a relatively compact 
rcsidential arca bordering thc City of Bridgeton and a businL'ss eOITidor, along Statc Highway 4l), 
bctwcen the City of Bridgeton and Shiloh Borough. 

Ilopcwell Townslnp shan:s a Census Tract with neighboring Shiloh Borough. The 
popUlation of Shiloh Borough is approximately 500 inuividuals which Shiloh has roughly 10 
businesscs. The popUlation 01' Hopewell Township in CUlllberland County is roughly 4600 
individuals plus roughly 30() businesses ol'which I ()2 arc farms cngagcd in Agri-husincss. 
Agriculture is Hupewell's core busincss sector. It prllvidcs sustenance that every resident of our 
state: nCL:Lis to survive. 

Information recently asscl11bkd by Hopewell Township'S Economic Development 
Comlllillcc inclieatcs that only 30 pcrcent of Hopewcll non-farm businesses and only 20 percent 
of'llopclVcll Agri-business iCmns presently hav" broadband servicc. ML'anwhik. only 40 PCI'CL'nt 
of IlopelVell households havc broadband service. 
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The proposed Veri/on extension ol-broadb'lIld scn'icc to a mininlLln1 oConly]) single 
line customers 1n the entirc Ilopcwcll-Shilllh Census Tract. amounts tll less than a drop in the 
bucket. 

Without high speed in1cmc1, l-iopewcll citizens and particularly the Hopewell Township 
Agri-business conll11LJnity arc: unabk to comply with Fedc:ral and State rcquirements calling for 
onlinc: submission or rep"rts, tax rctLJms, timc sc:nsitive linancial lilings and the like. 

/\ majority or Ilope\\c11 households, including the children living in those homes, arc 
bcing Lkprived the same oppllrtunities a!forded to most other New Jersey children because or the 
present unavailability oCbroadband intemet access. 

Ilopewell Township is, in erkct, being pen,r1i/.ed because it has taken appropriate 
measures to insure that urban spr<lwlnever cngulfs our township. 

Under PAR-I, the citizens and elected oflleials ofllopewcll Township expected to have 
broadband service throughout (he Township by the end 01'2010. Obviously, this has not 
occurred and Veri/Oil doesn't seem to be anxioLis to Cul!il] its earlier pkdgl: to make !jbL'r optic 
senice available to eYerv helme and business in the State. 

It IS Illlpcrati\\., to the academic and CCUllOllllC competitivencss or llopcwcll's childrL'll, 
Ilupe\\cll's households and IlopeweIl's Agri-business Lmns that Verizon be required to 
promptly implement full deployment of broad bam I service throughout Hopewell Township. 

I 10pewcII Township in Cumberland County respcctllrlly requests relief through the Board 
or Public Utilities to address the necds of our comlllunity by mandating deployment of modern 
lcchnology to the residents and businesses of I 10peIVell Township who arc doing their part to 
maintain opcn space and to providc food for the other residcnts ol'this statc. 

BRI! :mdy 
cc: Will Daddario, CJerk 

Barb Stratton 
Scnator JellVan Drew 

Cordiall,,'7 
/ 

BRUCE R. HANKINS 
Mayor, IlopelVcll Township 

New Jersey State League of Municipalities 
Attn: Edward W. Purccll, Associate Legal Counsel 

Sa Imon Ventures 
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