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MINUTES - PUBLIC MEETING NO. 08-12-10
           December 10, 2008  -  10:30 a.m.  

 New Jersey Casino Control Commission

 Joseph P. Lordi Public Meeting Room  -  First Floor

 Tennessee Avenue & Boardwalk

 Atlantic City, New Jersey

PRESIDING:
  Chair Linda M. Kassekert
PRESENT:        Vice Chair William T. Sommeling and Commissioners 

  Michael C. Epps and Michael A. Fedorko
Subsequent to the reading of a statement of compliance with the notice requirements
of the Open Public Meetings Act and identification of items discussed during closed 

session, the Commission considered and took formal action on the following matters:
1.
By a vote of 4-0 ratified the minutes of November 12, 2008; and the Special Meeting minutes of November 24, 2008  (transcript page 9-10).

2.

By a vote of 4-0 remanded for hearings 8 applications for initial or renewal of casino 



key and casino employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-1*); 
By a vote of 4-0 granted 16 applications for initial or renewal of casino key and casino employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-2); and 
By a vote of 4-0 granted the application of Timothy E. Burke for renewal of casino key employee license and for qualification as Vice President of Slots Operation for Marina District Development District, LLC  (Exhibit EL-2*; transcript pages 10-12).

3.
By votes of 4-0 approved the stipulations of settlement and consent agreements and granted the casino key and casino employee license or renewal applications of Darryl M. Johnson, Robert D. Williams, Jr., Thomas R. McNeill, Maritza Ortiz, Christine M. Williams, William F. Fresh, Philip D’Agostino, Donna S. Katzen, Ashley Scalia, Norma D. Worthy, Joan St.Claire, Barbara A. Staropoli, Shirley E. White, Robert G. Yetter, Jessica E. Acosta, Joseph W. Piedilato, Joseph H. Thiel, III, Jerry E. Walker, Jr., 

Stacey L. Watt, Charles F. Carter and Althea Brown  (rulings number 08-12-10-03-A, 08-12-10-03-B; 08-12-10-03-C, 08-12-10-03-D; 08-12-10-03-E, 08-12-10-03-F, 08-12-10-03-G, 08-12-10-03-H, 08-12-10-03-I, 08-12-10-03-J; 08-12-10-03-K, 08-12-10-03-L, 08-12-10-03-M, 08-12-10-03-N, 08-12-10-03-O, 08-12-10-03-P, 08-12-10-03-Q, 08-12-10-03-R, 08-12-10-03-S, 08-12-10-03-T, 08-12-10-03-U, 08-12-10-03-V; transcripts pages 14-16).
4.
By a vote of 4-0 approved the Stipulations of Settlement assessed the following penalties for violation of Commission regulations, regarding serving alcoholic beverages to underage persons   a)  imposed a civil penalty of $20,000 against Trump Taj Mahal Associates  (d/b/a Trump Taj Mahal Casino Resort); and  b)  suspended Richard Rosen’s casino service employee license for three working days, with time served and Order that a letter of reprimand be issued and made part of his permanent employee file  (08-0481-VC)  (ruling number 08-12-10-04; transcript pages 16-19).

5.
By a vote of 4-0 granted Joseph M. Petrone permission to reapply early for casino employee license, a casino service employee registration and/or to obtain employment as a non-credential hotel employee  (ruling numbers (08-12-10-05-A);


By a vote of 4-0 granted Giovanni Rivera permission to obtain employment early as a non-credential hotel employee  (ruling numbers (08-12-10-05-B); 


By a vote of 4-0 denied Daniel W. Smith petition to obtain employment early as a non-credential hotel employee  (ruling number (08-12-10-05-C);

By a vote of 4-0 granted Michelle A. Tyler permission to reapply early for casino employee license, a casino service employee registration and/or to obtain employment as a non-credential hotel employee  (ruling numbers (08-12-10-05-D); and

By a vote of 4-0 denied Enrique Vargas petition to reapply early for casino employee license, a casino service employee registration and/or to obtain employment as a non-credential hotel employee  (ruling number (08-12-10-05-E; transcript pages 19-26).

6.
By a vote of 4-0, based upon non-compliance with the reporting conditions set forth in the respective Orders, vacated the existing Orders and denied the respective license applications of Barry L. Hamlett, Patricia A. Juarez, Carlton Torian, Christopher R. Wells and Steven A. Wood.  Further, pursuant to section 106 (c ) of the Act, revoked the casino service employee registration held by Barry Hamlett (ruling number 08-12-10-06-A, 08-12-10-06-B; 08-12-10-06-C, 08-12-10-06-D; 08-12-10-06-E; transcript pages 26-29).

7.


By a vote of 4-0, due their being underaged on the date of the winnings or on the self-exclusion list, the money theoretically won by the individuals cited in the six violation complaints against Consideration of Forfeiture Orders in State v.: Marina District Development Company, LLC; et al. (08-0521-VC), Trump Taj Mahal Associates; et al. (08-0211-VC), Trump Taj Mahal Associates; et al. (08-0519-VC), Adamar of New Jersey, Inc.; et al. (08-0520-VC), Trump Plaza Associates; et al. (08-0722-VC), Bally’s Park Place; et al. (08-0718-VC), is forfeited, and the respective casinos are required to remit the forfeited money to the Commission in accordance with N.J.S.A 5:12-71.3(c).  (ruling number 08-12-10-07-A, 08-12-10-07-B; 08-12-10-07-C, 08-12-10-07-D; 08-12-10-07-E, 08-12-10-07-F);

The Commission only considered final action on Count II of Compliant in State v Marina District Development Company, LLC; et al.  (08-0721-VC).  Count I was not considered pending further proceedings; and

By a vote of 4-0, due to AS being on the self-exclusion list, the money theoretically won by AS as cited in the violation complaint is forfeited, and Marina District Development Company, LLC was required to remit the forfeited money to the Commission in accordance with N.J.S.A 5:12-71.3(c)  (ruling number 08-12-10-07-G; transcript pages 29-32).

8.
By a vote of 4-0 granted the petition of PAR-4, Inc. and waived the qualification of Robert B. McKee, as permitted by N.J.A.C 19:51-1.14 (b) (4), in connection with Par-4, Inc.’s 2008-2013 license cycle and subject to the conditions in the Order  (PRN 2480803)  (08-12-10-08; transcript pages 32-35).

9.
Considered the petition of Harrah's Entertainment, Inc. and Harrah's Operating Company, Inc. and issued the following ruling:
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft resolution and approved the issuance of the new notes and the exchange offer, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:43-4, subject to the rulings, findings and conditions set forth in the Resolution  (PRN 3240801)  (08-12-10-09; transcript pages 35-38).
10.
Considered the joint petition of Marina District Development Company, LLC and Marina District Finance Company, Inc. for declaratory relief with respect to qualification Issues and certain other Issues related to certain debt transactions  

By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft Order and granted the relief requested in the petition, in each case to the extent set forth in the findings and rulings, and subject to the conditions in the Order  (PRN 3230803) (ruling number 08-12-10-10; transcript pages 38-43).

11.
By a vote of 4-0 approved the proposed readoption, without change, N.J.A.C. 19:50 (Casino Hotel Alcoholic Beverage Control) (transcript pages 43-44).
12.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted as published, amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:54-1.2 and 1.6 and New Rule 19:54-1.11  (Promotional Gaming Credits; Deduction from Gross Revenue)    (transcript pages 44-45).
13.
By vote of 5-0 temporarily adopted, amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.1, 1.11, 1.33, 1.43, 1.46, 1.46B, 1.54 and 1.55 (Validation of Coupons by A Gaming Voucher System)  (transcript pages 12-13).
14.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted as published, with minor substantive changes, amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:47-14.6 (Counting Of Poker Cards By Automated Shuffling Device)  (transcript pages 45-47).
15.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted as published, amendments to N.J.A.C.  19:46-1.18 (Card Inspection For Single Use Cards)  (transcript pages 47-48).
16.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft resolution and approved the petition of Bally's Park Place, Inc., for an amendment to its Certificate of Operation and Casino Hotel Alcoholic Beverage License, to permit the reconfiguration of its gaming floor, subject to the conditions in the Resolution (PRN 3290803) (ruling number 08-12-10-16; transcript pages 48-50).

17.
By a vote of 4-0 approved for publication, amendments to N.J.A.C. 1945:-1.54   (Gaming Vouchers; Physical Characteristics; Procedures for Issuance and Redemption)  (transcript page 51).
18.
Tabled for up to 90 days, Rulemaking petition PRN 3010801 (Petition of the Division of Gaming Enforcement to amend N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.11 to expand the authority of casino licensee security departments to include the detention of suspected underage gamblers and drinkers)  (transcript pages 52-53).
19.
By a vote of 4-0 approved for publication and temporarily adopted, amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.12  (Supervision of simulcast counter and adjacent cage areas)  (transcript pages 13-14).
20 & 23
.
Considered the petition of Trustee and Conservator of Adamar of New Jersey, Inc., (d/b/a Tropicana Casino and Resort) to retain Financial Restructuring Advisors and the petition of Trustee and Conservator of Adamar of New Jersey, Inc., (d/b/a Tropicana Casino and Resort), to retain a Claims and Noticing Agent.


The Commission received into evidence exhibit P-1 from the Petitioner and exhibits D-1 and D-2 from the division of Gaming Enforcement.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft Order and granted the relief requested in the petitions, to the extent set forth in the findings and rulings, and subject to the conditions in the Order  (PRN 3330802, 3390802)   (ruling number 08-12-10-20/23; transcript pages 53-67).

21.
Considered the petition of Trustee and Conservator of Adamar of New Jersey, Inc., (d/b/a Tropicana Casino and Resort) to extend transactional waivers for Consultants and issued the following ruling:
By a vote of 4-0 granted the petition, extending the transactional waivers until January 21, 2009 (PRN 3330801)  (ruling number 08-12-10-21; transcript pages 76-78).
22.
The Commission unanimously adopted Resolution No. 08-12-10-22 permitting the Commission to hold a closed session before each scheduled public meeting in 2009  (ruling number 08-12-10-22; transcript pages 78-79).

24.
Considered the application of the Conservator/Trustee for the former casino licensee, Adamar of New Jersey, Inc., for approval of fees for the Conservator/Trustee, his Personal Counsel, Legal and Other Consultants:
By votes of 4-0 approved the following:


a)
ratified Chair Kassekert prior decision to retain JH Cohn, Bankruptcy Counsel, under Delegated Authority (Order No. 07-12-19) and approved the invoice of JH Cohn for the period Nov 25, 2008 through December 5, 2008;


b)
approved the invoice of Cole Schotz, Delaware Legal Counsel, for the period November 1, 2008 through November 30, 2008;


c)
approved the invoices of Pashman Stein, Personal Counsel fees, for the period November 1, 2008 through November 30, 2008;


d)
approved the invoices of Justice Gary S. Stein, Conservator, for the period November 1, 2008 through November 30, 2008; and


e)
approved the invoice of Debevoise & Plimpton LLP, Legal Counsel, for the period October 30, 2008 through November 30, 2008;

all subject to the conditions imposed in Commission Resolution No. 08-06-04-15 and 08-06-18-21, including the provision of daily cash schedules and updated forecasts and subject to the conditions stated on the record  (ruling number 08-12-10-24; transcript pages 67-76).


There being no members of the public to address the Commission, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.


In accordance with Resolution No. 08-12-10-22, the next closed session of the commission shall be held on Wednesday, January 7, 2009, at 9:15 a.m. in the commission offices  (transcript page 79).

*Lists of individuals acted upon at this meeting have been documented by exhibit number.  Commission rulings are documented in orders or resolutions.  These lists, rulings and official transcripts are available for public review at the Commission offices located at the corner of Tennessee Avenue and the Boardwalk, Atlantic City, New Jersey.
These minutes remain subject to amendment until such time as they are formally ratified by the New Jersey Casino Control Commission.





  C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Executive Secretary of the New Jersey Casino Control Commission, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes of the Open Session conducted on December 10, 2008, are true and correct.




         ____________________________________   

           

    
       Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Esq.

                                                        Executive Secretary


