Girlfriend’s Shopping Adventure

One afternoon, Joan and Lisa went to the mall shopping.  Lisa was looking for a new outfit to wear to a friend’s party this weekend.  She wanted a new pair of jeans and a nice stylish top.  As they walked by Hot Topic, they saw in the window display a pair of really cool jeans.   They decided to go in and check out the price.  The jeans were originally $69.99 and with a tag that said, “Take an additional 25% off”.  Lisa said, “I only have $55.00 on me.”  She asked Joan how much the jeans would be with 25% off.  Joan said, “Didn’t we learn in math class that you just move the decimal point 2 places to the left to get 10% off?”  That would be $6.99 so we can round that to $7.00 off the original price.  Lisa said, “that is only 10%, what do we do now?”  “Well”, Joan said, “if we have two 10%’s that would be 20%.  So if 10% is $7.00 off then 20% would be $7.00 & $7.00 which equals $14.00 off.  Now, to get 5% we would need to take half of the 10% to get the 5% off.  So, half of $7.00 is $3.50.  
10%      of $69.99 = $  7.00.

10%     of  $69.99  = $  7.00.

5%        of $69.99  =$  3.50.  

25%                             $17.50 discount
“So”, Lisa said, “You never answered my question, how much money do I need?”  Joan said, “Lets round the $69.99 to $70.00 to make it easier to subtract in our heads.  $17.50 is real close to $20.00, so if we subtract $20.00 from $70.00, that equals $50.00.  You said you have $55.00 so because we rounded high, you should have enough money to buy those jeans.  But, unfortunately, you will not have enough money to buy a new top.  Would you like to borrow some from me?   I will lend it to you for a fee and interest will be charged.  Do you want to try and figure that one out?”  Lisa said, “Since when do we have to do math on our day off, especially when we are out shopping?”  Well, I guess our teachers do know what they are talking about after all, Math is EVERYWHERE!”
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