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Office of Housing and Community Development
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Consolidated Plan Survey 2010 – 2014
The Mercer County Office of Housing and Community Development prepared this survey for your completion.  The survey is designed to collect specific information regarding your Agency’s knowledge of the housing needs of the clients you serve.  Results of this survey and other outreach efforts will be used to formulate a Mercer County HOME Investment Partnerships Program Consolidated Plan which will guide how federal, state and private resources will be used to address the housing and community development needs of the Mercer County HOME Program Consortium which includes:  East Windsor Township, Ewing Township, Hamilton Township, Hightstown Borough, Hopewell Borough, Hopewell Township, Lawrence Township, Pennington Borough, Princeton Borough, Princeton Township, Robbinsville, West Windsor Township.  The City of Trenton is not a participating member being an entitlement community. 

Please feel free to write your answers directly on the survey form (typewritten responses are not required).  The form can also be downloaded in Word format from the following website: http://nj.gov/counties/mercer/departments/hcd/index.html.  Questions regarding this survey should be directed to Rick Johnson or Carmen Cantillo of the Mercer County Housing and Community Development office at (609) 989-6858.  Please complete and return the survey to the address below no later than Friday, February 19, 2010:
County of Mercer
Housing and Community Development – Room 420
640 South Broad Street

P.O. Box 8068

Trenton, NJ 08650-0068




Phone (609) 989-6858 Fax (609) 989-0306
Name of Organization:                                                                                                     

Address:                                                                           Phone:                                     
Contact Person for the Survey:                                         Date Completed:                     
Email Address:  ________________________________________________________
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HOUSING NEEDS
1. Briefly describe the programs and services your organization provides:
2. How many of your organization’s clients have housing needs (i.e.: homelessness, repairs or unsafe conditions, overcrowding, affordable housing, etc.):  

3.
Please rank the housing needs faced by your clients.  (Use ‘1' to identify the most serious problem, ‘5’ being the least serious):

          Homelessness

          Home Rehabilitation (unsafe conditions)

          Home Modification (access, minor repair)

          Unaffordable Mortgages

          Unaffordable Rent

____  Lack of available affordable rental housing

4.
Approximately how many of your clients are in each of the following categories:

          Homeowners

          Tenants with a federal (Section 8) rent subsidy

          Tenants public housing or a subsidized housing complex

          Tenants with a state emergency rent subsidy (TRA)

          Tenants with no subsidy

          Living with parents, relatives or friends

          Homeless (residing in a hotel or motel)

          Homeless (residing on the streets)

          Residents of rooming or boarding houses
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5.
With regard to the above housing categories, how many households in each category have serious housing needs:

          Homeowners

          Tenants with a federal (Section 8) rent subsidy

          Tenants public housing or a subsidized housing complex

          Tenants with a state emergency rent subsidy (TRA)

          Tenants with no subsidy

          Living with parents, relatives or friends

          Homeless (residing in a hotel or motel)

          Homeless (residing on the streets)

          Residents of rooming or boarding houses

6.
Approximately how many of your clients have a total household income in each of the following income categories:

          Less than $10,000 per year

          Between $10,000 and $15,000 per year

          Between $15,000 and $20,000 per year

          Between $20,000 and $25,000 per year

          Between $25,000 and $30,000 per year

          Between $30,000 and $35,000 per year

          More than $35,000 per year

7.
Approximately how many of your clients are identified in the following categories:

          Working a full-time job

          Working a part-time job

          Receiving public assistance (General Assistance,TANF, local welfare, etc.)

          Disabled (receiving SSI, Social Security Disability, etc.)

          Senior Citizens receiving total benefits less than $12,000 per year

          Senior Citizens receiving total benefits greater than $12,000 per year

 
          People with no regular source of income

Mercer County

Consolidated Plan Survey

2010-2014

8.
Indicate how many of your clients are:

          Single (no children)

          Married without children

          Married with children

          Single parent households

          Senior citizens

          Handicapped / Disabled

          Other (identify)                                                                                             
9.
Over the last year, has the overall situation of your clients housing needs: (check one)

              Improved
                 Declined
                 Remained about the same

10.
Over the next twelve (12) months, is the overall situation for your clients likely to: (check one)

              Improve
                  Decline
                  Remain about the same

11.
As a service provider, what do you consider to be the single most housing issue being faced for low-income citizens of Mercer County?


________________________________________________________________
12.
Does your organization maintain or manage a Housing waiting list? 

YES 
NO


If so, how many clients are on your waiting list?


Additional Comments:
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13.
Please rank EACH item:

1.
for LOW priority

2.
for MEDIUM priority

3.
for HIGH priority









LOW
        MEDIUM
HIGH

Assist low income renters with opportunities to live in 

_____

_____

_____


affordable, safe, decent, and sanitary housing.
Finance projects which create economically diverse

_____

_____

_____
housing.
Facilitate first time home ownership opportunities for low
_____

_____

_____
Income buyers.

Provide low income single family homeowners an 

_____

_____

_____
opportunity to rehabilitate their homes.

Stimulate the creation of more effective regional

_____

_____

_____
partnerships to address housing related problems 

such as homelessness and housing options for persons 

with mental illness and developmental disabilities.

Participate in regional approaches to address the housing
_____

_____

_____
Needs of victims of domestic violence.

Provide services and activities that will provide housing
_____

_____

_____
Options for persons with special needs (persons with

Developmental disabilities, mental illness, physical

disabilities.  Please describe in comment section).

Evaluate the need for housing for persons who have 

_____

_____

_____
AIDS or who are HIV positive.

Develop a plan to evaluate and reduce lead based paint
_____

_____

_____
hazards in the community.

Provide housing opportunities to the Elderly.


_____

_____

_____
Provide housing opportunities to Small Families (2-4).

_____

_____

_____
Provide housing opportunities to Large Families (5+).

_____

_____

_____
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LOW
        MEDIUM
HIGH
Provide housing opportunities to the Homeless.

_____

_____

_____
Provide housing opportunities to Single Individuals.

_____

_____

_____
Provide housing opportunities to Persons with physical
_____

_____

_____
disabilities.

Provide housing opportunities to Persons with 


_____

_____

_____
developmental disabilities.

Provide housing opportunities to Persons with mental 

_____

_____

_____
Illness.

Additional Comments:




Prepared by:

Rick Johnson and Carmen Cantillo

County of Mercer

Housing and Community Development

(609) 989-6858

January 2010
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Public Housing (if applicable)
1.
Indicate the number and bedroom sizes of public housing units administered by your organization:





Number of Units:
__________





Bedroom Sizes:   
__________

2.
Provide map indicating location of the facility (s).
3.
Describe the overall physical condition of the public housing units and describe restoration and revitalization needs of the facilities.  When were the original facilities constructed?

4.
What were the results of the 504 needs assessment (assessment of need of tenants and applicants on waiting list for accessible units)?  Is there a significant demand for accessible units and what are the actions planned to accommodate the need?
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5.
Please indicate the current number of clients (by household size) on the waiting list for your facility(s) and if applications are opened or closed:

6.
What was the organization’s most recent HUD rating?  Specify the applicable reporting year and provide any specific performance comments indicated by HUD:

7.
Describe the current and planned activities to encourage public housing residents to become more involved in management and participate in home ownership opportunities:

8.
Do you have a tenant/resident organization?
Yes          
No          
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If yes, what is the composition of the membership?  How often do they meet?  Describe the structure of the organization (officers and meeting schedule):

9.
Are you currently participating in an approved HUD Comprehensive Grant Program?

Yes         
    No          
If yes, provide summary of the funding level and the activities to be undertaken:

10.
Describe the supportive activities for the above comprehensive grant such as efforts to revitalize neighborhoods surrounding public housing projects (current or proposed), rental programs, coordination of local drug elimination or anti-crime strategies, etc.:
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Additional Comments:




Prepared by:

Rick Johnson and Carmen Cantillo
County of Mercer

Housing and Community Development
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January 2010
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