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resources must not only be significant as measured against the established criteria, it must 
also possess integrity (in other words have a man-altered feature that retains physical 
fabric from its period of significance and still look much the way it did in the past - more 
information on evaluating integrity is available at 
http://www.nps.govlhistory/NRJpublicationslbulletins/nrbI5/nrbI5_8.htm#assessing 
integrity). 

Outstanding issues to be considered include, but may not be limited to: 
1.	 To the extent. practicable, establish and verify the horizontal and vertical 

alignment of the road as it existed in 1776. In other words, was the road in its 
current location in 1776 and has it been flattened subsequently? 

2.	 To the extent practicable, establish the width of the road as it existed in 1776. 
Colonial period roads are generally presumed to have a cart-way width of between 
12 and 15 feet unless there is specific evidence to the contrary. 

3.	 To the extent practicable, establish the presumed width of the line of the march of 
the Continental armed forces as they travelled. In other words does evidence 
suggest that they were constrained to the width of the road, or did they travel in a 
wider column? Did topography in the descent to Jacobs Creek further constrain 
movement? 

4.	 During the Revolutionary War, and after the Battle ofTrenton, Washington's 
troops spent two winters near Morristown. Concomitantly, Trenton, in particular 
the Lamberton area, became an important conduit for supplies, particularly those 
coming from the Port ofPhiladelphia. How did goods get from Trenton to 
Morristown? If Bear Tavern Road was used, was it improved to accommodate the 
increased traffic? In other words, was this crossing of Jacob's Creek improved 
with a bridge at this time? 

5.	 Bear Tavern Road is such an early road, that it is possible it predates road return 
records. If so, its age can best be determined by documenting the dates of the 
roads that terminate into it. 

6.	 If Bear Tavern Road was used for the route of Washington's forces to the Battle 
of Trenton, and later in the Revolutionary War as a supply road, does it have 
potential to be an eligible roadway? The best known example of this type of 
resource in New Jersey at this time is the King's Highway Historic District which 
was listed in the New Jersey and National Registers in 2000. 

7.	 The extent to which the vicinity was wooded or cleared in 1776. Although 
topography suggests planting with crops would have been unlikely, it may have 
been suitable for grazing. Please note that the depiction of wood lots at the top of 
the hill might suggest that the slopes were wooded at the time. 

8.· Based on weather at the time of the troop movement, anticipate creeks frozen or 
running? How does the answer inform understanding of the route? 

9.	 Is the existing bridge the first one at this crossing of Jacob's Creek? Ifthere is 
evidence of a predecessor bridge(s), was it/they in the same location or on an 
alternate alignment? 

10. Finally, consideration should be given to the existence of a cultural landscape in 
the vicinity of the bridge crossing. The significance of a potential cultural 
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landscape would relate to the evolution of transportation systems (ford, truss 
bridge, railroad, etc.). 

Sources to be consulted in investigating the questions outlined above, should include, 
but may not be limited to: 

1. road returns from Hunterdon and Mercer counties (including "vacations" of roads) 
2. Hunterdon County freeholder minutes (1714-1838) 
3. Mercer County Freeholder minutes (1862-1888) 
4. Historic period maps, including those ofthe Revolutionary War period 

It is possible that in order to fully evaluate the issues that archaeological testing 
beyond the areas of ground disturbance may be required. This issue should be resolved as 
a result of Phase IA archaeological work. Therefore, specifically for this project, we 
recommend phasing report submission (submitting a Phase IA report for HPO review and 
comment, then proceeding with Phase IS work as recommended). The Phase IA 
submission should include an evaluation of the potential effectiveness of metal detection 
as a strategy for site discovery given local environmental conditions. 

Thank you for providing the HPO with an opportunity to comment on the potential 
for this undertaking to affect historic properties. Please contact Kate Marcopul of my 
staff regarding archaeology at 609-984-5816 or Kate.Marcopul@dep.state.nj.us or Andrea 
Tingey regarding historic architecture at 609-984-0539 or 
Andrea.Tingey@dep.state.nj.us. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel D. Saunders 
Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer and 
Acting Administrator 

c:	 Charlie Welch, NJDEP-LUR 
Cate Litvack, Crossroads of the American Revolution, Inc. 
Vanessa Sandom, Mayor, Hopewell Township 
Paul Pogorzelski, AdministratorlEngineer, Hopewell Township 
Pamela Crabtree, Chair, Hopewell Township Historic Preservation Commission 
Beth Kerr 
Rhonda Katz 


