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MERCER CLERK: NEW FEDERAL BIRTH 
CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENTS FOR PASSPORTS 
 
Mercer County Clerk Paula Sollami Covello advises local residents that beginning April 
1, 2011 the U.S. Department of State will require the full names of a passport applicant’s 
parents to be listed on all certified birth certificates to be considered as primary evidence 
of U.S. citizenship. The new requirements will apply to all U.S. passport applicants, 
regardless of their age. Under the new Federal mandate, certified birth certificates 
missing parental information will not be accepted as proof of U.S. citizenship. This new 
requirement will not effect passport applications that are already in-process with the U.S. 
State Department. 
 
All United States birth certificates must meet the following criteria to apply for a U.S. 
Passport: 
   

 Show the full name of the parent(s); 
 Be issued by the office of vital statistics of the state, county, or city where the 

birth occurred; 
 Show the full name of child at birth; 
 Indicate the date and place of birth; 
 Bear the embossed, impressed, multi-colored, or raised seal and signature of the 

issuing authority; 
 Indicate a registration or file date that is within one year of the birth; and 
 Be an original and certified document (notarized copies and photocopies are not 

accepted)   
 
In addition to processing passports during regular business hours, the County Clerk has 
several passport events scheduled over the next two months throughout Mercer County. It 
is important that residents attending these events bring the proper birth certificate in order 
to have their passport application processed. 
 
For persons born in New Jersey in need of a birth certificate showing parental names and 
relationship, call NJ Vital Statistics at 609-292-4087. For further information on US 
Passport requirements, processing hours, and what personal documents are needed to 
obtain a passport, residents should visit www.mercercounty.org and click on County 
Clerk, General Info, or call 609-989-6473. 
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