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DISMISSAL FOR FAILURE TO AP P EAR  

 

Th e  Civil Service  Com m iss ion  d is m issed  th e  fo llow in g case s  w ith out 

pre ju dice  for fa ilu re  to  appear at  th e  sch edu led  h earin g be fore  th e  Office  

of Adm in is trative  Law : 

 

Rona ld A. Brown, Truck Driver , Sa lem County, Depar tment  of Public Works, 

remova l. 

 

Yolande Dubuisson , Cot tage Train ing Technician , Woodbr idge Developmenta l 

Center , Depar tment  of Human Services, remova l.  

 

Yolande Dubuisson , Cot tage Train ing Technician , Woodbr idge Developmenta l 

Center , Depar tment  of Human Services, remova l. 

 

Robin  Mendoza , Food Service Worker , Br ick Township Board of Educa t ion , remova l. 

 

David Schmidt , Laborer  Heavy, Borough of Rutherford, Depar tment  of Public 

Works, remova l. 

 

ACTION:  

 

 

WITHDRAWAL OF AP P EALS  

 

Th e  fo llow in g appeals  w ere  w ith draw n  an d rem oved from  th e  h earin g 

calen dar: 

 

Dawn Boyd, County Correct ion  Officer , Camden County, Depar tment  of 

Correct ions, suspension . 

 

J oseph Drasher , et al, Building Maintenance Worker /Groundkeeper , Hea lth 

Depar tment , layoff. 

 

Lisa  Easley, Correct ion  Sergeant , Alber t  C. Wagner  Youth  Correct iona l Facility, 

Depar tment  of Correct ions, remova l. 

 

Rober t  Gannucci, Senior  Youth  Worker , J uvenile J ust ice Commission , Depar tment  

of Law and Public Safety, suspension . 

 

Kimber ly A. Geneux., Technica l Assistan t  Const ruct ion  Officia l, Town of West  New 

York, Depar tment  of Public Works, r emova l. 
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Rober t  Guyer , Senior  Correct ion  Officer , South  Woods Sta te Pr ison , Depar tment  of 

Correct ions, remova l. 

 

Mary J ackson, Invest iga tor , The Super ior  Cour t  of New J ersey, Camden, 

suspensions (2). 

 

Na thaniel Knox, County Correct ion  Officer , Sa lem County , Sher iff’s Depar tment , 

fine and suspension . 

 

Elizabeth  Ravelli, Personnel Assistan t , City of Ocean  City, Administ ra t ion 

Depar tment , suspension . 

 

Elizabeth  Ravelli, Personnel Assistan t , City of Ocean  City, Administ ra t ion 

Depar tment , suspension . 

 

Sema D. Sanders, County Correct ion  Officer , Bur lington  County, County J a il, 

suspension . 

 

William Velez, Building Maintenance Worker , Vineland School Dist r ict , removal.  

 

ACTION:  

 

 

SECTION A – HEARING MATTERS  

 

A-1 SETTLEMENTS  
 

In  the Mat ter  of Char ise Breeden -Balaam 

Greenbrook Regiona l Center  

Depar tment  of Human Services  

Release a t  the end of the working test  per iod  

 

In  the Mat ter  of Timothy Berry  

Southern  Sta te Correct iona l Facility 

Depar tment  of Correct ions 

Suspension  

 

In  the Mat ter  of Ebony Gibbons 

Vineland Developmenta l Center  

Depar tment  of Human Services  

Return  to permanent  held t it le a t  the end of the working test  per iod   
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In  the Mat ter  of Michael Hea ton  and Chr ist ine Graves  

Monmouth  County 

Depar tment  of Police Radio 

Remova l 

 

In  the Mat ter  of Kile J ohnson  

Mercer  County 

Depar tment  of Public Safety 

Suspension  and F ine 

 

In  the Mat ter  of J ames McLean  

Adult  Diagnost ic and Trea tment  Center  

Depar tment  of Correct ions 

Suspension  

 

In  the Mat ter  of J oseph Prest imonico 

City of Hoboken  

Depar tment  of Human Services  

Suspension  

 

In  the Mat ter  of Donald Rinyu  

J uvenile J ust ice Commission  

Remova l 

 

In  the Mat ter  of Naomi Taylor  

Hunterdon Developmenta l Center  

Depar tment  of Human Services  

Remova l 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW J UDGE IN 

THE ABOVE CASES – SETTLEMENTS 

 

ACTION:  
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A-2 FRANCES DIMAIO, ET AL  

 

Angel Alvardo, Na ta liz Araujo, Frances DiMaio, Pa t r ick Devaney, Ber tha  

Ford, Dona ld Gourdine,  Kamei Harr is, Theresa  Haywood, Kenneth  J ackson, 

Darrell J ohnson, Tr icia  J ordon, Gilber t  Lewis, Richard Mack, Herminio 

Mendoza , Char les Murray, Ot is Nesbit , Vipul Pa tel, Santa  Perez, J erome 

Perkins, Rosa lile Perkins, Va ler ie Picca r illo, Deborah  Pipi, J agram Ramdat , 

Elva  Rollins, J eremy Sims, Anna -Rose Smith , Terrance Smith , William 

Stack, Franklin Walker , Dona ld Wheeler , Kirkland Williams, Dorothy 

Wojcik, and Margaret  Yost -Vita licio appea l the good fa ith  of their  layoffs 

effect ive J une 6, 2011 and J une 30, 2011, for  reasons of economy and 

efficiency.  

 

Recommenda t ion  of the Administ ra t ive Law J udge – Note the withdrawal of 

the appea ls of Na ta liz Araujo, Ber tha  Ford, Kamei Harr is, Theresa  Haywood, 

Darrell J ohnson, Char les Murray, J erome Perkins, Aler ie P icca r illo, Kirkland 

Williams, Dorothy Wojcik, and Margaret  Yost -Vita licio with  prejudice and 

dismiss the remainder  of the appea ls for  lack of appearance with  prejudice. 

 

  ACTION: 

 

A-3 WAYNE COZART 

 

Wayne Cozar t , P rogram Development  Specia list  Youth  Services, Passa ic 

County, Depar tment  of Community Services, appea ls the good fa ith  of the 

layoff effect ive J uly 1, 2010, for  reasons of economy and efficiency. 

  

Recommenda t ion  of the Administ ra t ive Law J udge – Grant  the appoin t ing 

author ity’s mot ion  for  summary decision . 

 

ACTION: 

 

A-4 J AMES F. GILLEECE 

 

J ames F . Gilleece, appea ls a  determina t ion  by Union  Township to bypass h is 

name on  the eligible list  for  the posit ion  of Police Sergeant  as a  resu lt  of h is 

union  act ivit ies. 
 

Recommenda t ion  of the Administ ra t ive Law J udge  – Dismiss the appea l. 

 

  ACTION: 
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A-5 EDWIN MARTINEZ 

 

Edwin Mart inez, Human Services Assistan t , Ancora  Psychia tr ic Hospita l, 

Depar tment  of Human Services, removal effect ive February 17, 2011, on 

charges of conduct  unbecoming a  public employee, other  sufficien t  cause, 

physica l or  menta l abuse of a  pa t ien t , clien t , resident  or  employee, 

inappropr ia te physica l contact  or  mist rea tment  of a  pa t ien t , clien t , resident  

or  employee, fa lsifica t ion  and viola t ion  of a  ru le, regula t ion , policy, procedure, 

order  or  administ ra t ive decision .  

   

Recommenda t ion  of the Administ ra t ive Law J udge  – Uphold the remova l. 

 

ACTION: 

 

A-6 BRIGITTE P AIZ 

 

Brigit te Paiz, Senior  Cor rect ion  Officer , South  Woods Sta te Pr ison , 

Depar tment  of Correct ions, 60 working day suspension  on  charges of conduct  

unbecoming a  public employee, viola t ion  of administ ra t ive procedures and/or  

regula t ions involving sa fet y and secur ity, insubordina t ion  and viola t ion  of 

ru le, regula t ion , policy, procedure or  administ ra t ive decision . 

 

Recommenda t ion  of t he Administ ra t ive Law J udge – Dismiss the 60 working 

day suspension . 

 

ACTION: 

 

A-7 NOVONDA BOOZE 

  

Novonda  Booze, Food Service Worker  12 Months, New J ersey Veterans 

Memoria l Home, Vineland, removal effect ive J u ly 20, 2012, on  charges of 

inappropr ia te physica l contact  or  mist rea tment  of an  employee and conduct  

unbecoming a  public employee. 

 

Recommenda t ion  of the Administ ra t ive Law J udge – Grant  appoin t ing 

author ity’s mot ion  to dismiss the appellan t ’s appea l a s moot .  

 

ACTION: 
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A-8 ELDRIDGE HAWKINS, II 

 

Eldr idge Hawkins, II, Police Officer , Township of West  Orange, Police 

Depar tment , remova l effect ive J u ly 1, 2008, on  charges of inability to perform 

dut ies and other  sufficien t  cause. 

 

Recommenda t ion  of the Administ ra t ive Law J udge – Grant  appellan t ’s 

mot ion  for  summary decision , deny appoin t ing author ity’s cross -mot ion  and 

reverse the remova l. 

 

ACTION: 

 

A-9 DANIEL WILLIAMS  

 

Daniel Williams, Laborer  1, City of Newark, Depar tment  of Water  and 

Sewer , remova l effect ive August  22, 2011, on  charges of conduct  unbecoming 

a  public employee, misuse of public proper ty and other  sufficien t  cause.  

 

Recommenda t ion  of the Administ ra t ive Law J udge – Uphold the remova l. 

 

ACTION: 

 

 

 

SECTION B – MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS  

 

 

B-1 ROBERT FUNDERBURK 

 

Rober t  Funderburk, a  Senior  Correct ion  Officer  with  New J ersey Sta te 

Pr ison , Depar tment  of Correct ions, represented by Frank M. Cr ivelli, Esq., 

appea ls the denia l of sick leave in jury (SLI) benefit s. 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-2 J ACK LAURIE 

 

J ack Laur ie, an  employee with  the Depar tment  of Community Affa irs, 

represented by Bret t  Richter , Execut ive Vice President , CWA Loca l 1039, 

appea ls the ca lcu la t ion  of h is sa la ry upon h is a ppoin tment  to the t it le of 

Program Suppor t  Specia list  3, effect ive December  3, 2011. 

 

ACTION: 
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B-3 ROBERT TRENT 

 

Rober t  Trent , a  Senior  Invest iga tor , Pa role and Secured Facilit ies, a t  

Mounta inview Youth  Cor rect iona l Facility, Depar tment  of Cor rect ions, 

represented by Ca ther ine Elston , Esq., request s counsel fees based on  the 

Civil Service Commission  decision  rendered on  September  21, 2011. 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-4 HODGES D. HORTON, J R. 

 

Hodges D. Hor ton , J r ., appea ls the decision  of the former  Division  of Sta te 

and Loca l Opera t ions, which  found tha t  the appoin t ing author ity had 

presented a  sufficien t  basis to remove the appellan t ’s name from the 

Correct ion  Officer  Recru it  (S9987M), Depar tment  of Correct ions, eligible list  

on  the basis of an unsa t isfactory cr imina l record and fa lsifica t ion  of h is 

employment  applica t ion . 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-5 MICHAEL ROUSE 

 

Michael Rouse, a  Sher iff’s Officer  with  the Gloucester  County Sher iff’s 

Depar tment , represented by Char les E . Schlager , J r ., Esq., request s tha t  the 

Civil Service Commission  r einsta te h is appea l of h is 10-day suspension , 

which  was dismissed based on  h is fa ilure to appear  a t  h is scheduled 

set t lement  conference. 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-6 RICHARD CASTAGNA 

 

Richard Castagna  appea ls the decision  of the Division  of Classifica t ion  and 

Personnel Management  which  found tha t  h is posit ion  with the Depar tment  of 

Environmenta l Protect ion  is proper ly classified as Environmenta l Specia list  

4.  The appellan t  seeks a  Research  Scient ist  1 job classifica t ion . 

 

ACTION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION MEETING MARCH 6, 2013  9 

B-7 LORIE GUERIERI, ET AL. 

 

Lorie Guer ier i, Rebecca  Croke, and Donna  Za lis appeal the decision  of the 

former  Division  of Sta te and Loca l Opera t ions tha t  the proper  classifica t ion  of 

their  posit ions with  the Depar tment  of Environmenta l Protect ion  is Program 

Technician .  The appellan ts seek Administ ra t ive Ana lyst  3 job classifica t ions. 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-8 BARBARA MAY 

 

Barbara  May appea ls the decision  of the Division  of Classifica t ion  and 

Personnel Management  which  found tha t  her  posit ion  with  the Depar tment  

of Transpor ta t ion  is proper ly classified a s Secreta r ia l Assistan t  2, Non -

Stenographic.  The appellan t  seeks an Administ ra t ive Assistan t  3 job 

classifica t ion . 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-9 FERNANDO NOBLEJ AS 

 

Fernando Noblejas appea ls the determina t ion  of the former  Division  of Sta te 

and Loca l Opera t ions tha t  h is posit ion  with  the Depar tment  of the Treasury 

is proper ly classified as an  Auditor  2, Taxa t ion .  The appellan t  seeks an  

Auditor  1, Taxa t ion job classifica t ion . 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-10 P ATRICIA SCOTT 

 

Pat r icia  Scot t  appea ls the decision  of the former  Division  of Sta te  and Local 

Opera t ions tha t  the proper  classifica t ion  of her  posit ion  with  the Depar tment  

of Environmenta l Protect ion  is Head Clerk.  The appellan t  seeks a  Program 

Technician  job classifica t ion . 

 

ACTION: 
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B-11 J ENNIE MONROE 

 

The Depar tment  of Human Services request s tha t  the provisions of N .J .A.C. 

4A:6-3.4(a ), which  govern  the t ime per iod in  which  employees must  file an 

applica t ion  for  Supplementa l Compensa t ion  on  Ret irement  (SCOR), be 

relaxed to permit  J ennie Monroe, a  former  Human Services Technicia n  with 

Trenton  Psychia t r ic Hospita l, to submit  a  la te applica t ion  for  SCOR benefit s.  

 

ACTION: 

 

B-12 CURTIS WILSON  

 

The Depar tment  of Human Services request s tha t  the provisions of N .J .A.C. 

4A:6-3.4(a ), which  govern  the t ime per iod in  which  employees must  file an 

applica t ion  for  Supplementa l Compensa t ion  on  Ret irement  (SCOR), be 

relaxed to permit  Cur t is Wilson , a  former  Human Services Technician  with 

Trenton  Psychia t r ic Hospita l, to submit  a  la te applica t ion  for  SCOR benefit s.  

 

ACTION: 

 

B-13 ALFRED BLANKS 

 

The appea l of Alfred Blanks, a  Senior  Correct ion  Officer  with  East  J ersey 

Sta te Pr ison , Depar tment  of Cor rect ions, of h is 15 working day suspension , 

on  charges, was heard by Administ ra t ive Law J udge J ames A. Geraghty 

(ALJ ), who rendered h is in it ia l decision  on J anuary 3, 2013.  At  it s meet ing 

on  February 6, 2013 , the Civil Service Commission  did not  adopt  the ALJ ’s 

recommenda t ion  to modify the 15 working day suspension  to a  10 working 

day suspension .  Ra ther , the Commission  upheld the 15 working day 

suspension .  The proposed fina l decision  is now submit ted for  the 

Commission’s review. 

 

ACTION: 
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B-14 VINCENT DE P ONTE 

 

The appea l of Vincent  De Ponte, a  County Correct ion  Officer  with  the 

Monmouth  County Depar tment  of Correct ions and Youth  Services, of h is 30 

working day suspension , on  charges, was heard by Administ ra t ive Law J udge 

Pa t r icia  M. Ker ins (ALJ ), who rendered her  in it ia l decision  on  December  24, 

2012.  At  it s meet ing on  J anuary 23, 2013, the Civil Service Commission  did 

not  adopt  the ALJ ’s recommenda t ion  to modify the 30 working day 

suspension  to a  five working day suspension .  Ra ther , the Commission 

modified the 30 working day suspension  to a  20 working day suspension .  The 

proposed decision  is now submit ted for  the Commission’s review.  

 

ACTION: 

 

B-15 ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOP MENT (M1685J ), NEWARK 

 

Newark request s permission  not  to make an  appoin tment  from the Apr il 12, 

2010 cer t ifica t ion  for  Assistan t  Director  of Economic and Indust r ia l 

Development  (M1685J ). 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-16 BUILDING SERVICE WORKER (SP ECIAL RE -EMP LOYMENT LIST), 

WEST NEW YORK 

 

The Division  of Classifica t ion  and Personnel Management  request s tha t  West  

New York be ordered to return  the Apr il 19, 2012 cer t ifica t ion for  Building 

Service Worker  (Specia l Re-employment  List ) for  proper  disposit ion . 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-17 CAMDEN COUNTY P OLICE DEP ARTMENT NON -LAW 

ENFORCEMENT TITLES  

 

Camden County, represented by Sherr i L. Schweitzer , County Counsel, 

request s the rea lloca t ion  of 11 job t it les to the noncompet it ive division  of the 

ca reer  service unt il October  31, 2013 to suppor t  the expedit ious sta ffing of 

non-law enforcement  personnel for  the newly crea ted Camden County Police 

Depar tment . 

 

ACTION: 
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B-18 KEISHA HENDERSON  

 

Essex County, represented by Willie Parker , Assistan t  County Counsel, 

request s reconsidera t ion  of the decision  rendered on  December  5, 2012, which 

reversed the remova l of Keisha  Henderson , a  County Correct ion  Officer , 

effect ive November  19, 2010, and granted her  back pay, benefit s, and 

senior ity for  the per iod of her  separa t ion  to the actua l da te of her  

reinsta tement . 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-19 ALEX SINIAVSKY 

 

Alex Sin iavsky, a  former  Inst itu t iona l Trade Inst ructor  1, Welding, a t  

Southern  Sta te Correct iona l Facility, Depar tment  of Correct ions, pet it ions 

the Civil Service Commission  for  reconsidera t ion  of it s decision  rendered on  

May 2, 2012, modifying h is 15-day suspension  to a  five-day suspension . 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-20 DEIDRA SAMUEL 

 

Deidra  Samuel appea ls the administ ra t ion  of the examina t ion  for  Senior  

Qua lity Cont rol Reviewer  (S0369P). 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-21 RICHARD THOMP SON  

 

Richard Thompson appea ls the determina t ion  of the Division of Select ion 

Services and Recru itment  which  found tha t  he did not  meet  the exper ience 

requirements, per  the subst itu t ion clause for  educa t ion , for  the p romot ional 

examina t ion  for  Administ ra t ive Ana lyst  2, Da ta  Processing (PS7156C), Civil 

Service Commission . 

 

ACTION: 
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B-22 P ROP OSED AMENDMENTS:  N .J .A.C. 4A:1-1.3; AND 4A:4-2.1, 2.6 AND 

2.17 (SUBMISSION OF EXAMINATION AP P LICATIONS ONLINE)  

 

Submit ted for  the Commission’s approva l is a  Not ice of Proposa l codifying the 

CSC’s On -Line Applica t ion  System (OAS).  The ru le revisions would set  for th  

procedures for  the elect ronic post ing of open  compet it ive and promot iona l 

announcements and the elect ronic submiss ion  of examina t ion  applica t ions.  

Therefore, it  is recommended tha t  the proposed amendments be approved for  

public not ice and comment .   

 

ACTION: 

 

B-23 CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION MINUTES  

 

Submit ted for  adopt ion  a re the Civil Service Commission  minutes of it s  

meet ing of February 20, 2013. 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-24 ROBERT GIANGRASSO 

 

Rober t  Giangrasso, an  Execut ive Assistan t  2 with  the Depar tment  of 

Transpor ta t ion , appea ls h is three-day suspension . 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-25 CARMEN SANDERS  

 

Carmen Sanders, a  former  Secur ity Guard wit h  the Irvington  Public Libra ry, 

request s tha t  the Civil Service Commission  reinsta te her  appea l of her  

release a t  the end of her  working test  per iod effect ive October  28, 2011, which  

was dismissed based on  her  fa ilure to appear  a t  her  scheduled set t lement  

conference. 

 

ACTION: 
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B-26 MICHELLE TAYLOR 

 

Michelle Taylor , a  Human Services Technician  with  the New J ersey 

Veterans’ Memoria l Home, Vineland, Depar tment  of Milita ry and Veterans’ 

Affa irs, represented by J oseph Waite, Sta ff Representa t ive, Council 71, 

American  Federa t ion  of Sta te, County and Municipa l Employees (AFSCME), 

seeks en forcement  of the decision  rendered on  February 22, 2012 , grant ing 

her  back pay, benefit s and senior ity pursuant  to N .J .A.C. 4A:2-2.10. 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-27 ROBERT REISS 

 

Union Township, represented by Rober t  J . Merryman, Esq., pet it ions the 

Civil Service Commission  for  reviva l of the Police Lieutenant  (PM2638G), 

Union  Township, eligible list , in  order  to effectua te the terms of a  set t lement  

agreement  between it  and Rober t  Reiss. 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-28 SHEILA BEERS 

 

Sheila  Beers appea ls the determina t ion  of the former  Division  of Sta te and 

Loca l Opera t ions tha t  her  posit ion  with  the Depar tment  of the Treasury is 

proper ly classified as an  Administ ra t ive Assistan t  2.  The appellan t  seeks an  

Execut ive Assistan t  3 job classifica t ion . 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-29 MICHAEL BROGEN 

 

Michael Brogen requests reconsidera t ion  of the fina l administ ra t ive 

determina t ion  in  In  the Matter of Willie Barnes, et al. (CSC, decided August  

15, 2012). 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-30 MARK MCDERMOTT 

 

Mark McDermot t , represented by J ames Madden, Esq., request s a  make -up 

of the ora l por t ion  of the examina t ion  for  Fire Capta in  (PM5229N), Kearny. 

 

ACTION: 
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B-31 SECURITY GUARD (C1207N), ESSEX COUNTY SHERIFF’S  OFFICE  

 

The Division  of Classifica t ion  and Per sonnel Management  request s tha t  the 

Civil Service Commission  order  the Essex County Sher iff’s Office to return  

the November  9, 2011 cer t ifica t ion  of the eligible list  for  Secur ity Guard 

(C1207N) for  proper  disposit ion . 

 

ACTION: 

 

B-32 RECENT COURT DECISIONS  

 

Submit ted for  the Civil Service Commission’s review are summaries of recent  

cour t  decisions involving Civil Service Commission  determina t ion s. 

 

ACTION:  

 

B-33 J ENNIFER DINELLA 

 

J ennifer  Dinella  request s tha t  she be permit ted to file an  applica t ion  a fter  

the closing da te for  the promot iona l examina t ion  for  County Services 

Specia list  (PS1394K), Depar tment  of Children  and Families. 

 

ACTION: 

 


