
2011 EXCELLENCE IN HOUSING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AWARDS HONOREES 

 
 
The award for Best of Housing Revitalization was presented to two organizations. 
 
Advance Housing, Inc. received the award for Demarest Farms of Lafayette in Lafayette, Sussex 
County. The project is unique in that in order to blend in with the existing rural community, the 
adaptive re-use of an existing barn structure was acquired and converted into 10 units of 
affordable supportive housing for individuals living with mental illness, victims of domestic 
violence, and veterans. All residents are provided with support services and linkages to 
community services in order to stay housed independently. The silo has also been converted in to 
an adjoining property management office. 
 
RPM Development received the award for Market Fair in the City of Camden. The multi-site 
redevelopment project in Camden included the renovation of the formerly vacant Security Trust 
Building at 301 Market Street, which was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1990. RPM partnered with the Camden Redevelopment Agency to restore the endangered site. 
The Security Trust Building and a new addition now contain 35 units of affordable senior 
housing and 3,500 square feet of ground level retail space. The second part of the Market Fair 
project is in the Fairview neighborhood where RPM constructed a new building at 1250 Collings 
Road that includes 26 more units affordable senior housing, 10 of which have been set aside for 
special needs residents who are homeless persons, especially those that are veterans.  
 
The Best of Economic Development award was presented to South Jersey Economic 
Development District (SJEDD) for its success in attracting large scale development projects that 
strengthen the economic base, while enhancing the quality of life for the residents. SJEDD is a 
four-county regional agency with a mission to promote well-planned, sustainable economic 
development projects throughout South Jersey. The partnership includes the Counties of 
Atlantic, Cape May, Cumberland and Salem, and the Federal Economic Development 
Administration. This regional collaboration is currently embarking on a 58-acre Aviation 
Research and Technology Park at the William J. Hughes FAA Technical Center.  
 
The Best of Green Housing award was presented to Collaborative Support Programs of NJ Onc 
for Hamilton Supportive Housing in Neptune, Monmouth County. The project provides an 
innovative shared housing design that implements green supported living opportunities for 
individuals with psychiatric disabilities. The newly constructed two-story house incorporates a 
suite model maximizing the individual space of each tenant and still maintaining a communal 
environment ideal for peer support. Hamilton Supportive Housing is built as an Energy Star 
Home and integrates green building components and energy efficient systems such as a 
geothermal system for heating and cooling and tankless hotwater system. 
 

 


