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• Between 2011-2015, U.S. fire departments responded to an average 200 home fires that started with 

Christmas trees per year. These fires caused an average of 6 deaths, 16 injuries, and $14.8 million in direct 
property damage annually.  

 

• On average, one of every 32 reported home fires that began with a Christmas tree resulted in a death, 

compared to an average of one death per 143 total reported home fires. 
 

• Electrical distribution or lighting equipment was involved in two of every five (40 percent) of home Christmas 

tree fires. 
 

• In one-quarter (26 percent) of the Christmas tree fires and in 80 percent of the deaths, some type of heat 

source, such as a candle or equipment, was too close to the tree. 
 

• One quarter (24 percent) of Christmas tree fires were intentional.  

 

• Forty-two percent of reported home Christmas tree fires occurred in December and 37 percent were reported 

in January.  

CLICK THE GRAPHIC TO DOWNLOAD THE VIDEO 

Social media has become an excellent ally in the pursuit 
of community risk reduction. Download the above video 
to your social media site and include the facts below. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

http://www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/dfs/pdf/firefocus/crr_videos_pub_ed.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/dfs/pdf/firefocus/crr_videos_pub_ed.pdf
https://www.nist.gov/topics/fire?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=treefire-nov-21&utm_content=gd-treevid

