NCR39562: 1 Berry Road, Jersey City, NJ
1) Describe the project.

The applicant proposes to construct a 17.5 acre park on the assembled site of twenty-four (24)
properties between Garfield Avenue, Communipaw Avenue, Woodward St., and the Hudson-
Bergen Light Rail ROW. The project site consists of assessors block 19803, lots 1, 3, 5, and 8-21 and
assessors block 18901, lots 1, 2, and 18. Construction will involve installation of maintenance,
press, and concession buildings, athletic fields, landscaping, and all associated excavation
activities.

2) Consider historic uses of the site, past land uses and patterns (such as lending
discrimination and exclusionary zoning).

All the properties at the site are Brownfields, with prior uses constituting a mix of commercial
and industrial uses including: automotive sales and storage, boat storage and repair, coal &
heating oil storage, a delivery yard, a junkyard, a railroad yard and residential homes.

3) Determine the demographic profile of the people using the project and/or living and
working in the vicinity of the project.

The project site is located with census block group 340170046002 in Jersey City, Hudson County, New
Jersey. While the project area reflects a lower poverty rate than that of the City of Jersey City or Hudson
County, it includes a higher proportion of minority residents when compared to the City and County.

Geography Percent Minority* Percent Below Poverty?
Block Group 340170046002 85.6% 6.2%

Jersey City, NJ 78.5% 15.1%

Hudson County, NJ 69.4% 13.3%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimates, 2008-2012. Tables
B17010 and B03002

! Individuals identified as Non-White, Not Hispanic

% Status of Families in the Past 12 months

4) Describe the adverse environmental impact you identified in your environmental
review. Identify adjacent land uses, paying particular attention to toxic sites, dumps,
incinerators, hazardous materials (e.g. asbestos), and other issues with the potential to
have adverse human health effects. (This may already have been considered in your
review of toxic and hazardous substances.)

The site consists of approximately 17.5 acres on flat land. The neighborhoods to the East and
West are predominately residential with older housing stock and apartment buildings. The area
to the North is a former commercial / industrial site that is currently undergoing redevelopment
as residential project. The area to the South is within the Canal Crossing Redevelopment Area




and consists of commercial / industrial uses such as warehouses, a wood recycling plant, and
some residential areas.

The site is located within the A zone of the FEMA DFIRM Flood Zone. In addition, the NJDEP has
determined that contamination discharged at the HUD Applicant’s property has impacted soil. A Deed
Notice will be implemented at the site which addresses soil contamination that remains on the property.
Free product recovery has impacted groundwater on a limited portion of the property. Under NJDEP
Guidelines, free product cannot remain in groundwater on the property. Ongoing free product recovery
is being conducted by the Applicant’s LSRP on a limited portion of the property. There is no intent to
leave free product on the property and there are no vapor intrusion concerns due to groundwater
contamination since no permanent, inhabitable structures are planned for the park.

5) Consider how the adverse environmental impact and any potentially harmful adjacent
land uses would impact the people using and/or surrounding the project.

The land within the project area has been acquired and remediated for the purpose of
development of parkland. Working collaboratively with the entity responsible for hexavalent
chromium contamination at the site, the JCRA managed the implementation of the remedial
action workplans for the project. Remediation began in 2012 and was completed during the
summer of 2013.

Conclusion:

The proposed project is located in an area with a higher proportion of low-income and minority
residents when compared to the City of Jersey City and Hudson County. However, the project is
recreational in nature, provides a community amenity, and is not expected to raise environmental
justice concerns. Thus, it is not expected to have a disproportionate adverse impact on minority or low-
income populations. Previously existing site contamination has been remediated at the site prior to
development approvals. Future visitors to the park and residents of surrounding neighborhoods will not
be adversely impacted by the project.
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