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SOIL QUALITY
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Good soil is the first step in creating a water 
efficient landscape:

What makes up a good soil? 

ÅSoil Aeration (Oxygen Content)

ÅWater Retention

ÅMicro -organism activity

ÅCorrect Soil pH

Soil Quality
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How can we determine the condition of our 
soil?

Soil Testing:

ÅAvailable through Local Agricultural 
Extension Offices and Commercial Testing 

Companies.

ÅShould be conducted at least every 3 years 
(more often in high profile areas).

ÅMost soil testing companies will provide 
recommendations with the results.

Soil Quality
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What can we do to improve the soil when 
the conditions are not optimal?

Add Soil Amendments:

ÅCompost / Peat Moss (Organic Matter)

ÅLime / Calcium (for pH)

ÅNutrients / Minerals (Fertilizer)

Soil Quality
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Why is pH important for plants?

ÅpH affects the availability of 
nutrients to the plants

ÅHigh pH directly effects the biological 
function of root cells.

ÅAcidic soils favor the growth and 
development of beneficial fungi and 
bacteria.

ÅA pH range of 6.0 ï6.5 provides the 
maximum availability of primary 
nutrients (turf)

Soil Quality
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PLANT SELECTION

Design & Installation



B R I C K M A N

The right plant for the right place...

What factors should we look for when 
deciding which plants to use? 

ÅDrought Tolerance

ÅDisease Resistance

ÅNon-invasive / Native Plants

ÅSun/Shade Tolerance

Plant Selection


