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The following tables and graph were developed
utilizing length, weight and age data collected

from the Bonus Striped Bass Program and from
striped bass research projects conducted by
Division of Fish & Wildlife personnel. These
projects include tagging striped bass in Delaware
Bay during March and April, and a fall creel
survey of party boats along the coast. The Division
of Fish & Wildlife is a participating agency in the
US Fish & Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Striped
Bass Cooperative Tagging Program. The USFWS
provides various agencies along the Atlantic coast
with tags that contain their phone number:
800-448-8322. The pink tags are located in the
abdominal area of the fish. An anchor part of the
tag is inserted into a small incision and the pink
streamer part is readily visible. Both parts have the
800 number, and a unique tag number. Anglers are
asked to report the date the fish was caught,
location, whether or not the fish was kept or
released and it’s total length.

During the fall of 2000, Division personnel
sampled striped bass from 8 party boat trips. A
total of 172 anglers caught 283 striped bass, 148
of those were kept. These keepers were comprised
of 64 “slot fish” (greater than or equal to 24" and
less than 28") and 84 fish that were greater than or
equal to 28" (22 of which were bonus fish).

In addition to measuring and weighing the
fish, scales are taken to determine the age for a
specific fish. Impressions of the scale samples are
made on acetate slides utilizing a heated,
hydraulic press. These slides are magnified with a
microfiche reader. Rings on the scales (much like
growth rings seen on a cross-section of a tree
trunk) enable scientists to assign each fish an age.

Figure 1 shows the predicted weight for a
given length of a striped bass by the pink line
composed of squares. The blue diamond shapes
represent actual data points or the range of
weights for a given length. For example, the graph
shows that the predicted weight for a 35" striped
bass was 18 pounds, and samples ranged from 11
to 23 pounds.
1. What is the predicted weight of a striped bass

measuring 30 inches? 40 inches?
2. What are minimum and maximum weights of

striped bass measuring 30 or 40 inches? 
Table 1 shows the range of ages that

correspond to a given length interval. For
example, a striped bass measuring 24 to 27 inches
may be from 3 to 8 years old. Forty-five percent 
of the fish sampled in this length group were 
5 years old.
3. A fish measuring 30 inches most likely would

be how old?
Table 2 shows the range of ages that corre-

spond to a weight interval. For example, a striped
bass weighing 7 to 10 pounds may be from 5 to 9
years old. Forty percent of the fish sampled in this
weight group were 7 years old.
4. A fish weighing 15 pounds would most likely be

how old?

Stripers—Just How Old is That Fish?
By Tom Baum, Principal Fisheries Biologist
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Table 1. Striped Bass Percent Age at Length

Table 2. Striped Bass Percent Age at Weight

Sample size = 2,170 fish

Sample size = 881 fish

LENGTH AGE
(inches) 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

17–23 10% 40% 43% 7%
24–27 1% 14% 45% 30% 8% 1%
28–31 9% 31% 36% 19% 3% 1%
32–35 2% 13% 33% 33% 14% 4% 1%
36–39 8% 23% 31% 24% 10% 3%
40–43 5% 21% 32% 21% 15% 5%
44–48 8% 15% 31% 23% 15% 4% 4%

WEIGHT AGE
(pounds) 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

3–6 12% 30% 46% 9% 2%
7–10 11% 30% 40% 16% 3%
11–14 3% 19% 40% 24% 11% 2%
15–18 2% 20% 44% 19% 11% 2% 2%
19–22 13% 24% 33% 21% 8% 3%
23–26 12% 28% 30% 19% 12%
27–30 4% 31% 35% 12% 12% 8%
31–34 18% 29% 29% 24%
35–44 8% 33% 8% 17% 8% 25%

ANSWERS:
1. 12 lbs.; 24 lbs. 2. 18 lbs. max./8 lbs. min.; 37 max.,18
minimum 3. 7 years old 4. 8 years old



SEVEN POINTS MARINA

Relax. . . .
aboard one of our fully equipped rental houseboats.

Our houseboats range from 40 to 58 feet in length. They all have living and dining areas,
kitchens equipped with stove, refrigerator, microwave; bathroom with full sized shower; 1
to 4 bedrooms, and generators.  The front decks are complete with large ice chest, table
& chairs & gas grill.  The larger models have waterslides and our three newest ones also
have hot tubs on the top deck.
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• Pontoon boat Rentals • Pontoon Skiboat Rentals
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• Marina Store                                • Restaurant
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When You “Do-It-Yourself”,
Do It Right!

Used motor oil is a major pollutant in New
Jersey. Oil poured into the waterways kills

fish, and oil poured onto the land can travel for
miles underground and find its way into the open
water. By recycling your used motor oil, you keep
the environment safe. 

More Boaters Will Be
Changing Oil

Outboard motors are often two-stroke engines,
and don’t need their oil removed. But with the
introduction of new four-stroke outboards, you’ll
need to find out where to take your used oil. This
is hard to do when you’re vacationing at the shore,
far from your usual drop-off point.

Do It Right:

Place the oil
you remove from
your boat in a
clean, reusable
container that has a
cap or lid that
closes securely.

Never mix
other substances
such as antifreeze,
paint thinner or
parts cleaner with
your used motor
oil! This makes it
hard or impossible
to recycle.  Save
these other
substances until
your county’s 
next Household
Hazardous Waste
Collection Day.

Don’t forget to recycle used motor oil from
your other small engines, such as mowers and
snowblowers. Even small amounts of oil can
pollute groundwater. You can support recycling by
purchasing re-refined lubricating oil for your car,
truck, boat, or yard equipment. Look for the API
certification mark, which tells you that the 
re-refined oil meets all standards.

It’s Easy To Do It Right.
Find a used motor oil collection center near you.
• Your town and county may accept used motor

oil. (See the table below for phone numbers, or
visit NJDEP’s recycling website at
www.state.nj.us/recyclenj).

• All Jiffy-Lube stations will take up to 10
gallons, at no charge. You must bring the used
motor oil in closed containers, during business
hours, and take the empty containers away with
you.

• All Bridgestone and Firestone Tire and Service
Centers will accept up to 2 gallons at no charge.
You must bring the used motor oil in closed
containers, during business hours, and take the
empty containers away with you.

• Call Earth’s 911, at 1-800-CLEANUP, or visit
their website at www.1800cleanup.org, for a list
of used motor oil collection centers near your
home.

Boat Motor Oil Recycling

Used oil moves through the soil and storm sewers to the open water.

Remember—Don’t mix your
used motor oil with other

materials. Contaminated oil
can’t be recycled!

SHORE COUNTY RECYCLING COORDINATORS
Atlantic County (609) 272-6902

Camden County (856) 858-5241

Cape May County (609) 465-9026

Cumberland County (856) 825-3700

Middlesex County (732) 745-4170

Monmouth County (732) 431-7460

Ocean County (732) 506-5047

Salem County (856) 935-7900
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