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Executive Summary

The New Jersey Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) is prepared

every five years by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s Green Acres

Program to maintain New Jersey’s eligibility to receive funding from the Land and Water

Conservation Fund, administered by the National Park Service. The SCORP serves as a

status report and guide for open space and recreation planning.

The 2008 SCORP has been prepared to meet the following goals:

1.

To preserve a sufficient amount of open space for current and future public recreational
use and for the conservation of natural resources important to protecting New Jersey’s
biodiversity and the quality of life in New Jersey.

To provide close to home park and recreation opportunities for residents statewide and
promote the development of parks in New Jersey’s urban and suburban centers to
support revitalization efforts.

To present current information on the supply, demand and need for recreation and
open space in New Jersey.

To implement open space and recreation planning policies and projects that are
consistent with the New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan.

To encourage open space and recreation planning by local governments and
conservation organizations.

To effectively use funds from the Garden State Preservation Trust, Land and Water
Conservation Fund, Forest Legacy Program, Pinelands Section 502 Program and other

sources of funding which may become available.

The 2008 SCORP also contains findings based on research and the public participation and

planning processes. The findings presented in the 2008 SCORP are:

1.
2.

New Jersey has 1,242,966 acres of preserved public open space.

Open space preservation provides many amenities including water resource protection,
biodiversity, recreation, agriculture, and tourism.

252 local governments assessed a tax for land preservation, park and recreation projects
and historic preservation in 2007, collecting over $330 million annually.

Over $410 million in capital improvement projects have been identified as needed for

state parks, forests, historic sites and wildlife management areas.



5. The State shall continue to make the protection of water resources, preservation of
biodiversity and the provision of park and recreation opportunities a statewide priority.
6. There is a need to preserve 700,000 acres of high value natural resources lands

statewide.

The SCORP is comprised of seven chapters that discuss New Jersey open space and
recreation program and its various elements of planning, preservation and funding. The
2008 SCORP is organized as follows:

Chapter 1 discusses the role of the SCORP, goals, findings and the public participation

process used to formulate SCORP issues and policies.

Chapter 2 describes New Jersey’s open space and recreation system. It looks at the roles of
federal, state and local governments, conservation organizations and commercial recreation

operators in providing conservation and recreation services to the public.

Chapter 3 analyzes the supply and demand for open space and recreation in New Jersey.
One of the most important functions of the SCORP is to provide current data on the supply
of open space in the state. State demographic data provide the foundation for the issues and
policies presented in the SCORP and for estimating open space and recreation demand and

need.

Chapter 4 identifies six statewide issues and policies. The issues and policies are the result of
the public participation and resource assessment process. These policies and issues will
provide direction for open space and recreation funding decisions during the next five

years.

Chapter 5 outlines an action plan containing policies to achieve SCORP goals. It details

strategies that support and implement statewide open space and recreation policies.

Chapter 6 covers the State project selection process and the methodology used to award
funding through a series of priority ranking systems. It also discusses the Green Acres

application and project management process.



Chapter 7 provides an update of New Jersey’s plan to protect wetlands. It discusses current
wetland regulatory programs and non-regulatory initiatives designed to preserve the State’s

wetland resources.



Chapter 1

The Policy Plan

Land preservation and recreation comprise one of the cornerstones of New Jersey’s smart
growth policy. Nine Green Acres bond issues totaling $1.4 billion together with funding
from the Garden State Preservation Trust Act, which has the potential to provide $1.9
billion, represent a combined $3.3 billion public investment in open space preservation and
recreation by the State since 1961. New Jerseyans have continually expressed their support
for the State to carry out a comprehensive open space and recreation program. There is no
stronger testament of this support than residents consistently voting for open space and
recreation referendums not only at the State level, but at the local level as well. In 2007, 252
New Jersey local governments, all 21 counties and 231 municipalities, assessed a special tax
for land preservation and recreation purposes. New Jersey is clearly a national leader in

open space preservation.

This substantial, long term dedication of funds for land preservation and recreation
represents New Jersey’s response to an urgent need to protect its water resources, preserve
biodiversity, enhance urban centers, create greenways and provide a broad array of
recreational opportunities. It is essential to preserving rural landscapes and is a major
factor in sustaining New Jersey’s nearly $40 billion tourism industry. New Jersey’s open
space goals are based on comprehensive analysis and public opinion concerning
preservation needs for biological diversity, water resources, and recreation. Given all the
attributes and functions of open space, it can be said that open space preservation is one of

the most cost effective and efficient means of environmental protection.

New Jersey’s natural and recreation resources are facing tremendous pressures from the
State’s increasing population and development. According to Census data, the State’s
population grew by over 300,000 people since 2000, increasing to over 8.7 million people.
Rutgers University Center for Remote Sensing and Spatial Analysis examined changes in
New Jersey’s land use between 1995 and 2000 and determined that a total of 89,888 acres
were developed, an area nearly equal in size of Essex County. The Center estimated that 50
acres of land are developed every day in New Jersey or more than 18,000 acres annually. A

total of 232, 938 residential building permits were issued between 2000 and 2006 to support



this growth according to New Jersey Department of Labor statistics. The implications for
natural resources are beyond words. These implications will not only result from the
residential, commercial and infrastructure development necessary to accommodate
population growth, but also from increased demand for and use of New Jersey’s public

conservation and recreation resources.

The 2008 New Jersey Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) is the
eighth plan prepared by the State since the passage of the Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF) in 1965. The purpose of the plan is to provide guidance to the State, local
governments and conservation organizations in the preservation of open space and the
provision of public recreation opportunities. The SCORP is required to be prepared by the

National Park Service in order for New Jersey to remain eligible for LWCF monies.

The SCORP though is more than a report prepared to satisfy the eligibility requirements
for funding under the LWCF. The SCORP serves as a guide and status report for open
space preservation and recreation in New Jersey. The SCORP provides data and
information on supply, demand, issues and policies that are used by open space and
recreation professionals. It is, however, the continued assessment and planning that makes
the SCORP a timely endeavor. New Jersey is a dynamic state facing many challenges to its
natural and recreation resources. It can only successfully meet these challenges by
engaging in a continual process of examining all facets of open space and recreation in New

Jersey.

The 2008 SCORP has been prepared to meet the following goals:

1. To preserve a sufficient amount of open space for current and future public
recreational use and for the conservation of natural resources important to
protecting New Jersey’s biodiversity and quality of life.

2. To provide close to home park and recreation opportunities for residents
statewide and promote the development of parks in New Jersey’s urban and
suburban centers to support revitalization efforts.

3. To present current information on the supply, demand and need for recreation
and open space in New Jersey.

4. To implement open space and recreation planning policies and projects that are

consistent with the New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan.



5. To encourage open space and recreation planning by local governments and
conservation organizations.

6. To effectively use funds from the Garden State Preservation Trust, Land and
Water Conservation Fund, Forest Legacy Program, Pinelands Section 502

Program and other sources of funding which may become available.

Legal Authority

New Jersey receives authorization to participate in the LWCF Program under provisions of
New Jersey Statutes Annotated 13:1B-65 and 13:1D-9(r). These state in part that “the
Department of Environmental Protection shall in addition to the power and duties vested in
it by this act or any other law have the power to, with the approval of the Governor,

cooperate with, apply for, review and expend funds for the Federal Government.”

The LWCF is administered in New Jersey, by a State Liaison Officer (SLO) who is
appointed by the Governor. The SLO for New Jersey is the Deputy Commissioner of the
Department of Environmental Protection. As SLO, the Deputy Commissioner has the
authority and responsibility to apply for, accept and administer funds received from the

federal government and used to pay for approved LWCF projects.

Maintenance of the Plan

The Green Acres Program in the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) is responsible for both the programs and studies necessary for plan maintenance

and the allocation of LWCF grant monies to qualified recipients.

Public Participation

There are many avenues for public participation in New Jersey’s SCORP planning process.
The Green Acres Program hosted 18 public workshops over the last five years. These
workshops provide a venue to discuss issues, learn about funding availability and receive
technical assistance. These annual workshops are an important part of the Green Acres
public participation process. Green Acres staff also participate in conferences and other

public events that address open space and recreation concerns statewide.



Recognizing the importance of public involvement in open space and recreation planning,
Green Acres requires that local governments applying for Green Acres funding hold a
public meeting on their application. This requirement ensures that local governments are
providing an opportunity for residents to discuss open space and recreation issues. Another
important element of these local efforts has been the establishment of open space and
recreation taxes by the State’s counties and municipalities. A total of 231 municipalities
and 21 counties in New Jersey assess a voter approved tax for land preservation, and
recreation projects and historic preservation. The campaigns waged to secure public
approval of these referendums required the examination and discussion of local open space

and recreation concerns.

In the past several years, many counties have established Green Tables. Green Tables are
forums for organizations, local governments and the public to discuss open space and park
recreation issues. They are often sponsored in partnership with a local government and can

be effective planning venues.

The preparation of the SCORP itself has provided opportunities for public participation.
Copies of the draft plan were mailed to a variety of federal, state and regional agencies for
review and comment. County park and planning agencies also were sent copies for their
input. Every New Jersey municipality received notification of the availability of the draft
plan for comment. Interested parties such as nonprofit land trusts and conservation
organizations were also sent copies for comment. Comments submitted by these various
agencies, organizations and individuals have been incorporated into the 2008 New Jersey
SCORP. The Green Acres Program hosted two public meetings on the draft plan to ensure
what the public was saying about open space and outdoor recreation would be accurately
portrayed in the final plan. The SCORP was also available for public review and comment

on the Green Acres website at www.state.nj.us/dep/greenacres.

These efforts have provided the public the opportunity to participate in an area about
which they have a valued opinion. Matching these opinions, needs, demands and ideas with
professional insight and existing financial resources remains one of the most important

objectives of New Jersey’s SCORP public participation process.



Garden State Preservation Trust Act

Signed into law in 1999, the Garden State Preservation Trust Act (the Act) was a result of
the recommendations of Governor’s Council on New Jersey Outdoors to create a stable
source of funding for conservation and recreation projects. The Act establishes a
framework to implement the 1998 voter approved statewide ballot initiative that provides a
dedicated source of funding for open space preservation, farmland and historic
preservation and the development of parks and recreation facilities. The constitutional
amendment allows New Jersey to set aside $98 million each year for ten years of state sales
tax revenues and to allocate up to $1 billion in bond proceeds over the same time period. A

November 2003 referendum increased funding for the act by $150 million.

In addition to providing funding, the Act also established the Garden State Preservation
Trust. This nine member board reviews and approves projects for funding by the
Department of Environmental Protection and the State Agriculture Development
Committee. Between June 1999 and May 2007, the Trust approved $1.4 billion for state,
local government and nonprofit open space preservation and park and recreation projects
(Tables 1 and 2).

The Act also continues the in lieu of tax payments to municipalities in which lands are
purchased by the Green Acres Program for state conservation and recreation purposes.
The Act includes both the 13 year declining percentage schedule which had been a fixture in
the Green Acres bond acts between 1971 and 1995 and institutes a new per acre payment
depending on the acreage of land in a municipality owned by the State for recreation and
conservation purposes or by a nonprofit conservation organization. Payments for in lieu of
taxes for Fiscal Year 2007 were $9 million paid to 268 municipalities on over 730,000 acres

of state and nonprofit recreation and conservation lands.



Table 1

Garden State Preservation Trust Act Funding
For
Green Acres Acquisition and Park and Recreation Projects
June 1999-October 2007

1999 $123,900,000
2000 $152,500,000
2001 $162,792,000
2002 $115,300,000
2003 $174,700,000
2004 $225,600,000
2005 $223,500,000
2006 $153,100,000
2007 $ 73,000,000
Total $1,444,392,000

Note: Includes funding from Green Acres Bond Acts, Green Acres loan repayments, Coastal
Blue Acres, and Land and Water Conservation Funds.



Table 2

Green Acres Acquisition and Recreation Projects
June 1999 — October 2007

Project Type Funding
State Land Acquisition $593,000,000
State Land Development $ 10,000,000
Local Government Acquisition $485,200,000
Local Government Park Development $191,800,000
Nonprofit Acquisition and Park Development $123,400,000
Coastal Blue Acres Acquisitions $ 992,000
Total $1,444,392,000

Note: Includes funding from the Garden State Preservation Trust Act, Green Acres bond acts,
Green Acres loan repayments and the Land and Water Conservation Fund.
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Corporate Business Tax

The proper stewardship of State public open space lands has been an ongoing problem for
many years. Funding for maintenance and capital projects has been insufficient and has
resulted in a $413 million backlog of projects needing funding. New Jersey’s state parks and
wildlife management areas contain some of the most significant natural landscapes and
historic sites in New Jersey. They represent an invaluable ecological and cultural resource

and greatly enhance the quality of life for state residents.

To address this pressing current need and to meet future needs of State public open space
and recreation areas, a constitutional amendment was approved by public referendum in
2006, which reallocated a surplus of existing environmentally dedicated funds from
Corporate Business Tax revenue. An estimated total of $15 million a year through 2015
and approximately $32 million a year thereafter will be used to address capital project
needs in state parklands and wildlife management areas. Because it is a reallocation of
existing tax revenues it will provide this funding without any additional taxes. The
referendum passed with 60% of the vote. With close to 18 million people visiting state

parks in FY 2006, these funds will greatly increase public enjoyment of these resources.

The NJDEP’s Division of Parks & Forestry and Division of Fish & Wildlife have prepared
projects for the initial use of Corporate Business Tax revenues in addition to FY 2007
capital funds. State parks and forests generate about $1.2 billion annually in economic
benefits and are responsible for the creation of more than 7,000 jobs according to a 2004
NJDEP study.

The list in Table 3 contains $9.6 million in Corporate Business tax funds and $8.9 million in
FY 2007 capital funding.

11



Table 3

FY 2007 Corporate Business Tax and Capital Fund Projects

Division of Parks and Forestry

Division of Fish and Wildlife

Project
Liberty State Park — Ferry Slip/Bulkhead
Trenton Battle Monument — Design/Construction

Allamuchy State Park — Waterloo Village Restoration

Ringwood State Park — Skylands Manor HVAC/Park Maintenance

High Point State Park — Monument Lighting

Wharton State Forest — Batsto Mansion Restoration
Hopatcong State Park — Bulkead/Sanitary Improvements
Kittatinny Valley State Park — Maintenance Facility
Brendan Byrne State Forest — Office/Historic Site Renovations
Belleplain State Forest — Dam Repairs

Leonardo State Marina — Dredging

Hackettstown Fish Hatchery — Water Supply System
Pequest Fish Hatchery - Photovoltaics/Roof Replacement
Great Bay Wildlife Management Area — Well Decommissioning
Office Base Stations — Park Police & Conservation Offices
Statewide Historic Sites — Restoration

Palisades Interstate Park — Security/Parks Improvements
Forest Fire Service — Tower Repairs

State Urban Parks — Design/Construction

Alfieri Trail — Design/Construction

Forest Nursery — Pesticide Building

Mosquito Control — Insecticide Building

Statewide Demolition, Fire Safety, Environmental
Statewide Road Repairs

Statewide Bridge Repairs

Administration

Total

12

Funding
$1,750,000
$1,000,000
$ 450,000
$ 945,000
$1,150,000
$2,000,000
$ 400,000
$ 100,000
$ 300,000
$ 160,000
$ 200,000
$ 250,000
$ 600,000
$ 450,000
$ 100,000
$2,450,000
$ 325,000
$ 90,000
$2,000,000
$ 500,000
$ 100,000
$ 102,000
$1,749,900
$ 550,000
$ 350,000
$ 480,100
$18,552,000



Summary of Findings

Land preservation, either for conservation, recreation or agricultural purposes, is a central
component of statewide land use planning. Open space preservation and park development
continues to be an integral feature of revitalization of the State’s urban centers. Protection
of New Jersey’s historic structures and landscapes remains a priority for the State. Despite
the preservation of over 1.3 million acres of open space and farmland, need to preserve
additional acreage continues. The demand for park and recreation facilities remains very

strong.

There are two factors driving this demand and need. One is population growth. According
to census data, New Jersey’s estimated population in 2006 was 8,724,560, an increase of
310,210 since 2000. With 1,176 persons per square mile, New Jersey’s distinctive status as
the nation’s most densely populated state goes unchallenged, especially when compared
against a national density of 80 persons per square mile. Bergen County continues to be the
most populous county in the State, with over 904,000 residents (more than six states) and
joined Essex, Hudson, Middlesex and Monmouth counties on the list of the nation’s 100

most populous counties.

The second factor is the accommodation of this population growth, which is reflected by
more than 230,000 residential building permits issued between 2000 and 2006. Commercial
building permits represent another element, that together with residential land
development, are responsible for the loss of 50 acres of land a day, 18,000 acres annually, to
meet the housing, transportation, retail and employment needs of 8.7 million state residents.
This figure, derived by analysis of land use changes between 1995 and 2000 by Rutgers
University Center for Remote Sensing, represents a major challenge for New Jersey’s
natural resources and their ability to sustain the State’s economic strength. The NJDEP
land use data for 1995-2002 depicts statewide land cover changes in Table 4. Table 5 shows
the counties with the lightest land cover changes during the same period. These two land
uses translate into a loss of vegetation and an increase in impervious surfaces, which
directly impact the very essence of quality of life issues and have broad implications. Based
on current land use development patterns, Rutgers’ Center for Remote Sensing is
predicting that New Jersey could be built out within the next 30 to 40 years, the first state in
the nation that may do so.

13



Findings

1.

New Jersey has 1,242,966 acres of preserved public open space which represents 26
percent of New Jersey’s land area.

Open space preservation is a tool of smart growth that provides many amenities
including water resource protection, biodiversity, recreation, agriculture, and tourism.
252 local governments assessed a tax for land preservation, park and recreation projects
and historic preservation in 2007, collecting over $330 million annually.

Over $410 million in capital improvement projects have been identified as needed for
state parks, forests, historic sites and wildlife management areas.

The State shall continue to make the protection of water resources, preservation of
biodiversity and the provision of park and recreation opportunities statewide a priority.

There is a need to preserve 700,000 acres of high value natural resource lands statewide.

14



Table 4
New Jersey Statewide Land Use
1995-2002 Acreage Change

Change
Land Use 1995 Acres 2002 Acres Acreage
Agriculture 652,335 596,805 -55,530
Barren Land 56,698 59,668 2,970
Forest 1,616,522 1,575,219 -41,303
Urban Land 1,334,542 1,440,404 105,862
Water 301,987 302,883 897
Wetlands 1,022,253 1,009,357 -12,896

Source: NJDEP GIS 2002 Land Use/Land Cover
Note: See www.state.nj.us/dep/gis/categories02.htm for 2002 Land Use/Land Cover category
descriptions

Table 5
Highest County Urban Land Acres Increases
1995-2002

Acres
County 1995 Acres 2002 Acres Change
Monmouth 121,366 133,961 12,595
Ocean 88,530 100,226 11,696
Somerset 72,467 82,569 10,102
Morris 105,952 113,147 7,195
Hunterdon 55,977 63,064 7,087
Gloucester 58,654 65,739 7,085
Middlesex 101,145 108,157 7,012
Totals 604,091 666,863 62,772

Source: NJDEP GIS 2002 Land Use/Land Cover

Note: Urban Land includes residential areas, commercial areas, institutions,
industrial acreas, corporate parks and developed parks and recreation areas, For
full description see www.state.nj.us/dep/gis/categories02.htm.
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Chapter 2

Open Space and Recreation Providers

New Jersey is fortunate that in addition to abundant natural resources, there are a variety
of public and private agencies which contribute to the State’s supply of open space and
recreation. These agencies ply their trade in a state with five distinct physiographic
provinces ranging in elevation from sea level in the south and east to over 1,800 feet in the
northwest. As a peninsula, water is a primary feature of the New Jersey landscape which is
dominated by 127 miles of Atlantic Ocean coastline. New Jersey is ecologically unique.
Very different northern and southern plant and wildlife communities call the state home,
making New Jersey’s ecosystems among the most complex and diverse in the nation. This
biodiversity includes 2,134 known native plant species and close to 900 wildlife species.
Approximately 1 million shorebirds and as many as 80,000 raptors make migratory
stopovers here each year. To sustain this rich biological diversity, New Jersey must protect
the habitats of plant and animal species through land preservation and the regulation of

growth and development.

The protection of natural resources is just one task facing providers in New Jersey. The
landscapes that nurture biodiversity also cultivate a strong demand for recreation. New
Jersey’s parks, forests and recreation areas offer opportunities from camping to softball.
Both active and passive recreation activities are needed to satisfy the State’s diverse and

growing population.

Federal Government
The presence of the federal government in New Jersey is a reflection of the State’s strategic

location and physiographic diversity. Six federal agencies are part of the New Jersey open
space and recreation community. Each plays an important, yet different, aspect in the
provision of recreation. Some like the United States Fish and Wildlife Service are active in
land preservation, management and public recreation. Together with the National Park
Service, these two agencies manage over 112,000 acres of public open space in New Jersey.
Others such as the Department of Defense’s military installations indirectly offer open
space amenities. Table 6 contains a listing of federal funding for New Jersey open space and

recreation projects.

16



The National Park Service is responsible for some of the most outstanding recreation
resources in New Jersey and manages over 35,000 acres in the State. The Sandy Hook Unit
of the Gateway National Recreation Area is located on a peninsula at the northern tip of
Monmouth County and features seven miles of ocean beaches and coves, hundreds of acres
of barrier beach vegetation and the historic Fort Hancock and Sandy Hook Lighthouse.

Ocean swimming and fishing, as well as bicycling are popular activities.

The New Jersey portion of the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area consists of
about 32,000 acres and is located along the Delaware River between New Jersey and
Pennsylvania. The Delaware River is the only large free flowing river on the eastern
seaboard. The portion of the river that flows through the Delaware Water Gap National
Recreation Area was inducted into the National Wild and Scenic Rivers system in 1978 as
part of a thirty-seven mile segment beginning in Port Jervis, New York. The park is located
within an hour drive from major population centers in northern New Jersey. Popular
outdoor recreation activities include canoeing, kayaking, swimming, fishing and cross
country skiing. The Appalachian Trail and other trails offer hikers a variety of terrain. It
is also contiguous with major state open space holdings such as Stokes and Worthington
State Forests, which together create an outstanding visitor experience. A total of 5.7 million

people visited National Park Service sites in New Jersey in 2006, a 3.9% increase from 2005.

The National Park Service partnered with the State to conduct a Special Resource Study to
determine eligibility for designation of a portion of New Jersey as a National Heritage Area.
The study documented New Jersey’s pivotal role in the American Revolution resulting in
the designation of the Crossroads of the American Revolution National Heritage Area in
2006. The Crossroads of the American Revolution is one of only 37 National Heritage
Areas in the nation. It includes over two hundred municipalities in 14 counties, stretching
from Fort Lee in Bergen County to the Red Bank Battlefield in Gloucester County. The
legislation establishing the heritage area also authorized federal funding of up to $ 10
million over 15 years. These funds will be leveraged by a required match from public and

private sources.

17



Table 6

Federal Funding Programs
for

New Jersey Open Space and Recreation Projects

1965-2007
Program Funding Awarded
Land and Water Conservation Fund $312,483,688
Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery $ 19,150,042
Pinelands Section 502 $ 53,640,759
National Coastal Wetlands Conservation $ 5,210,000
Forest Legacy Program $ 19,723,000
Transportation Equity Act $ 2,675,000
Recreational Trails Program $ 8,841,476
Costal Estuarine Land Conservation Program $ 14,167,168

The National Park Service’s role in New Jersey goes beyond park management. The
LWCF is an important facet of New Jersey’s open space and recreation funding. New
Jersey has enjoyed a long and successful partnership with the National Park Service
through the LWCF. A total of 300 (Table 7) open space and recreation projects have been
funded in New Jersey with over $112 million from the LWCF. This funding has been used
to preserve nearly 73,000 acres in New Jersey and develop 257 park and recreation projects.
Over $200 million in LWCF monies have been used for federal projects in New Jersey such
as the Cape May National Wildlife Refuge and the Delaware Water Gap National
Recreation Area. The National Park Service, in cooperation with regional watershed
groups, prepared the Musconetcong River National Wild and Scenic Rivers Study in
consideration for the inclusion of the Musconetcong River in the National Wild and Scenic
River Systems. In 2006, portions of the Musconetcong River were designated a wild and

scenic river.
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Table 7
New Jersey Completed LWCF Projects

County Projects Acres Preserved LWCEFE Funding
Atlantic 12 4,948 $ 3,945,377
Bergen 21 2,136 $ 3,646,522
Burlington 12 3,506 $ 3,449,085
Camden 20 0 $ 4,754,400
Cape May 15 4,692 $ 3,126,785
Cumberland 9 14,273 $ 3,133,201
Essex 22 0 $ 5,265,074
Gloucester 3 39 $ 858,507
Hudson 20 615 $ 12,277,521
Hunterdon 8 966 $ 11,698,544
Mercer 16 6 $ 2,457,660
Middlesex 12 0 $ 3,485,022
Monmuth 29 684 $ 6,627,903
Morris 18 812 $ 2,667,342
Multi* 17 27,935 $ 12,878,300
Ocean 10 5,621 $ 5,239,560
Passaic 13 0 $ 5,695,360
Salem 3 2,106 $ 221,238
Somerset 8 500 $ 721,878
Sussex 7 3,122 $ 4,496,821
Union 16 0 $ 1,693,573
Warren _ 9 952 $ 7,595,065
300 72,813 $103,573,755

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service is another federal agency that is active in
preserving open space in New Jersey and providing recreation opportunities. New Jersey’s
five National Wildlife Refuge’s had more than 600,000 visitors in 2006. These refuges
protect more than 75,000 acres of land devoted to the protection and stewardship of federal
trust wildlife resources that include migratory birds, anadromous fish and federally listed
threatened and endangered species. The Service remains active in pursuing acquisition
opportunities to expand the existing refuge system in New Jersey. The Service’s New Jersey
field office is involved in preservation planning for the Hackensack Meadowlands and the

New York/New Jersey Harbor Estuary and the New Jersey Highlands.
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The United States Department of Defense participates in the open space and recreation
arena through the Army Corps of Engineers and an extensive system of military
installations located throughout New Jersey. Fort Dix, Picatinny Arsenal, Navy Lakehurst,
Earle Naval Weapons Station and McGuire Air Force Base help maintain the character and
integrity of existing public open space by preventing incompatible development from
encroaching. Additionally, since much of the lands that comprise these installations are
undeveloped, they help protect the water quality of streams that drain on to public lands.
Navy Lakehurst, Fort Dix, and McGuire Air Force Base are part of a unique Joint
Installation Partnership. These bases are the only Navy, Army, Air Force installations in

the continental United States that are contiguous.

The Army Corps of Engineers is primarily responsible for the planning and construction of
federal flood control, navigation and beach replenishment projects. The Corps maintains
the Cape May and Manasquan canals, which in addition to being navigational waterways,
provide public access for fishing. The Corps is involved with a major beach replenishment
project along the New Jersey’s Atlantic coast. The Corps has preserved 3,000 acres of

natural flood storage areas in the central Passaic River Basin for flood control purposes.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration provides funding for New Jersey
open space projects through the Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program
(CELCP). As the name implies, the focus of the CELCP is the protection of important
coastal and estuarine areas that have significant conservation and recreation resource
values. Since 2002, the CELCP has provided over $14 million for ten land preservation
projects in the State’s coastal zone and in the Meadowlands. These projects have
demonstrated consistency with the State’s Coastal Management Plan and are identified as
preservation priorities of the Delaware Bay Estuary Program, New York/New Jersey

Harbor Estuary Program and New Jersey Meadowlands programs.

New Jersey and the Department of Agriculture’s Forest Legacy Program have worked
together to preserve more than 14,000 acres of important forest lands in the Highlands
region. A pro