March 6, 2008  Medical Physicist  Meeting CT Dose Project Outcomes 
As part of the CT Dose Project presentation, medical physicist input was sought on how to proceed with this project.   Below is a summary of the questions posed and medical physicist responses obtained during the meeting.
1.
Image Gently equates a 5 year old child to an average 14 cm PA thickness.  Currently, NJ equates to 40 lbs.  Should the Bureau change? 

Input:
 Several physicists questioned Image Gently’s findings.  Many felt that the actual thickness is larger.   Physicists felt that weight is a best indicator.    


Outcome:  No change is needed to the NJ CT Dose Report
2.
Is there a more effective method of collecting CT Doses?  The Bureau asked if medical physicists could send CT dose reports directly to the Bureau.  

Input:   Several physicists expressed concern with sending CT doses to the Bureau since they are being paid by the facility to perform the Annual QC Survey.  Since physicists suggested that the Bureau asks facilities to send this information.

Outcome:    Pending - Supervisors need to meet to discuss options. 

3.
Except for 3D Reconstruction, is there any reason for Pitch to be less than 1? 


Input:
 Physicists agreed that a Pitch of less than 1 should only be used for 3D reconstruction.  Several physicists stated that it is acceptable for Pitch to be less than 1, provided that the CTDI(vol) dose is below NJ’s Reference Levels.

Outcome:   Only an informational issue.  No action is needed.

4.

Based on ACR’s New CTDI(vol) changes, what should NJ’s Reference Levels be?  
Input:    Several physicists agreed that New Jersey should use ACR’s pass/fail levels and not the Reference Levels.  Physicists felt that accepting the lower Reference Levels may cause confusion since a facility may pass ACR’s accreditation requirements but be contacted by the Bureau and be asked to lower dose.
Outcome:   Agree to change its Reference Levels to reflect ACR’s Pass/Fail limit.   The NJ CT Dose Report has been revised to reflect this change.  This report needs to be posted on the web and the 3/06 report removed. (Note: the revised report is saved in work plans 2008 medical physicist meeting)  See attached.
