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Keeping his promise to ensure access to State Parks all
across New Jersey, Governor Chris Christie, joined by
Department of Envircnmental Protection Commissioner Bob
Martin, released the Administration's plan to keep parks
open, affordable and accessible to even more New
Jerseyans.

View the News Release

View More Information

News Releases

November 9, 2011
DEP Teams up with Area's Leading Researchers on Barnegat
Bay Studies Called for by Governor's Restoration Plan

November 7, 2011
Governor Christie Is Committed To Protecting New Jersey's
Air (Governor's Office Press Release)

November 3, 2011

Governer Chris Christie Announces Plan to Remediate and
Transition Dormant Greystons Hospital Site to Useable Open
Space (Governor's Office Press Release)

November 2, 2011

Gowvernor Christie Makes Access to State Parks Priority with
MNew Sustainable Funding Strategy (Governor's Office Press
Release)

® More News Releases
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Transformation &
Stakeholder Involvement

@ Meetings & Events

DEP Commissioner

401 E. State St.
7th Floor, East Wing
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Featured Topics
» DEP Vision and Priorities (pdf]

» Governor's Executive Orders 1-4: Red
Tape and Common Sense

» DEP Transformation Plan (pdf)
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Barnegat Bay

On December 9, 2010, Governor Christie
announced a comprehensive action plan to
address the health of Barnegat Bay: read the
announcement here.

The ecological health of Barnegat Bay is in
decline, threatening the economic health of the
region. This Administration has made
addressing the degradation of Barnegat Bay—
including resolving the issue of a cooling
system at the Oyster Creek nuclear power
plant—one of its top environmental priorities.

The 660-square-mile Barnegat Bay watershed
encompasses most of the 332 municipalities in
QOcean County and four municipalities in
Monmouth County. Barnegat Bay's 75-sguare-
mile estuarine system consists of aquatic
vegetation, shellfish beds, finfish habitats,
waterfowl nesting grounds and spectacular
vistas, plus a population of more than 550,000,
which balloons during the summer season.

Long appreciated for its great aesthetic,
economic and recreational value, an array of
human impacts potentially threaten the
ecological integrity of this backbay system.

The entire watershed has undergone dramatic
growth since 1950, resulting in land use
changing from principally undeveloped and

Barnegat Bay Blitz
A Watershed-Wide Clean-Up!

Click here for more information about the
Blitz and cleanup results from around the
watershed.

B Participate in Barnegat Bay's King Tide Phots
Centest (pdf)

B Barnegst Bay Comprehensive Research
2011-2012 (NIDEP Office of Science)

B Earnegat Bay depths charted:
Undersea map will help study pollution
(Asbury Park Press

More...

agricultural to suburban. Development of the areas surrounding Barnegat Bay has resulted in
both a decrease in the natural landscape that helps filter pollutants before they enter the
Bay, and an increase in impervious ground cover (such as pavement and buildings) which
further limits the ability of the land to regulate what gets into the Bay. Surface and
groundwater quality in the watershed have been degraded by nonpoint source pollution and
infiltration to groundwater has been prevented by increased impervious surfaces. The
estuary’s fisheries and other biological resources also have been negatively impacted by
nonpoint source pollution and habitat loss. Boat and personal watercraft traffic on the Bay
has grown significantly, raising concerns about the cumulative impacts on the Bay's water

quality and aguatic habitat.

Addressing these issues requires complex and multiple tactics. Different parts of the Bay
experience different levels of impact. The Bay cannot be restored to a pristine condition, but
further degradation can be prevented and some restoration is possible. Input gained from
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"9 Comprehensive Plan of Action Item #7
Adopt More Rigorous Water Quality Standards

Barnegat Bay Home

Stakeholder Meetings

Governor's Action
Plan

Action Plan Details  »

Action Plan 6-Month
Update (pdf)

Education & Action-
Getting Involved

Additional Links 3
Archives
After adopting narrative nutrient criteria for coastal waters on December 21, 2010, the DEP
SUBSCRIBE HERE and its partners launched a new comprehensive ambient water quality monitoring network in
R the Barnegat Bay watershed on June 6, 2011. This network will provide water quality data
DEP's Barnegat Bay that will establish the baseline conditions of the bay and assess these conditions against
Action Update water quality standards. This information will then direct actions, including the possible

establishment of a TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load), needed to restore the bay.

The network is lead by DEP, with @ partners. Within the network, water quality monitoring is
taking place twice a month at 13 locations on tributaries to the bay and 14 locations within
the bay itself. In addition, stream flow is being monitored at the 13 tributary locations. The
map above displays each of these 27 monitoring locations. By clicking on each monitoring
location, users can see the name and location of the monitoring site, which partner is doing
the water quality and/or stream flow monitoring, link to partner websites as well as view
photos of the site.
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