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Federal Clean Water Act Basics
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 “What do we want to use this water 
body for?”

 CWA “Fishable / Swimmable” goals.

 Examples:

 Public water supply (drinking water)

 Aquatic Life

 Water based recreation

 Fishing / fish consumption

 Industrial water supply

 Agriculture water supply

Designated Uses

https://www.nps.gov/dewa/learn/nature/fish.htm

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/atlantic-sturgeon

https://www.nps.gov/dewa/learn/nature/fish.htm
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/atlantic-sturgeon


Main Stem Delaware River
Designated Uses



 Protect all Designated Uses

 Numeric Examples:

 Dissolved Oxygen

Water Quality Criteria:  To Protect Designated Uses



USEPA National Summary
Water Quality Attainment in Assessed Rivers and Streams

River and Streams Miles % 

Good Waters 518,293 46.7%

Threatened Waters 4,495 0.4%

Impaired Waters 588,173 52.9%

Total Assessed 1,110,961 100.0%

Total Waters 3,533,205

https://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control

https://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control


USEPA National Summary
Designated Uses of Rivers and Streams

https://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control

https://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control


USEPA National Summary
Designated Uses of Rivers and Streams

Clean Water Act         
“No Impaired Waters”

https://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control

https://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control


https://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control

https://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control


Priorities??

https://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control

https://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control


Antidegradation
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For Main Stem Delaware River
Interstate Waters:

• DRBC establishes or revises 
WQ Standards, WQ Criteria 
and Designated Uses.

• State WQ Regulations refer to 
or defer to DRBC WQ 
Standards.
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For Main Stem Delaware River
Interstate Waters:

• DRBC established Special 
Protection Waters for the 
entire main stem upstream 
from Trenton.
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For Main Stem Delaware River
Interstate Waters:

• DRBC uses docket approvals or 
administrative agreements to 
implement and enforce water 
quality criteria. 

• Both are added to the DRBC 
Comprehensive Plan.
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For Main Stem Delaware River
Interstate Waters:

• DRBC Conducts Monitoring and 
Impairment Assessments.

• States use the DRBC main stem 
assessment as part of their reports 
to US EPA.
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For Main Stem Delaware River
Interstate Waters:

• DRBC leads impaired waters 
recovery.

• Models improvement plans
• Establishes “pollution budgets” or 

waste allocations.
• Sets interim and long term 

standards,  goals and plans.

Dockets and…
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Plans, goals and priorities

DRBC:

▪ Delaware

▪ New Jersey

▪ Pennsylvania

▪ New York State

▪ Federal Government

Water 
Quality 
Advisory 
Committee:

Academia/Science:  Stroud Water Research

Delaware:  DNREC

Environmental Group:  Delaware Riverkeeper

Watershed Org.: Wildlands Conservancy

National Park Service

New Jersey: NJDEP

New York:  NYDEC

Pennsylvania:  PADEP

Industry:  Chemours

Municipal:  Philadelphia Water

US EPA

Plus:  Toxics Advisory Committee and Monitoring Advisory and Coordination Committee



Steve Tambini, Executive Director
Steve.Tambini@drbc.gov

www.drbc.gov

Managing Our Shared Water 
Resources since 1961


