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Category
Backscatter Intensity 
and Continuity

Dominant Sediment 
Type

Bottom Morphology and 
Bedforms

1) Fine-grained deposition Very weak to weak, 
continuous

Mud and fluid mud Flat, no bedforms

2) Coarse-grained bedload Moderate to strong, 
continuous

Moderately well-sorted 
sand and gravel

Wavy, well-developed 
fields of ripple and sand 

3) Fine-grained reworking Weak to moderate, 
discontinuous

Mud Flat to wavy, sediment 
furrows

4) Mixed-grained reworking Moderate to strong, 
discontinuous

Mixed gravel, sand, 
and mud

Flat to wavy, sediment 
ribbons and trails

5) Coarse-grained reworking Strong, discontinuous Poorly sorted sand 
and gravel

Flat to wavy, sediment 
ribbons

6) Non-deposition Strong to very weak, 
discontinuous

Cobble and bedrock wavy

Sediment Description

C-3A

C-11B

Chirp and Side Scan Radar of bottom
sediments near Tacony-Palmyra Bridge

Sand Waves indicative of Bedload Transport

Chirp and Side Scan Radar of
Bottom Sediments near Marcus Hook, PA

Fluidized Mud, Depositional Area

Photo of Contact

Photo of Contact


