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	Life Science: Life science principles are powerful conceptual tools for making sense of the complexity, diversity, and interconnectedness of life on Earth. Order in natural systems arises in accordance with rules that govern the physical world, and the order of natural systems can be modeled and predicted through the use of mathematics. (5.3)

	Evolution and Diversity: Sometimes, differences between organisms of the same kind provide advantages for surviving and reproducing in different environments. These selective differences may lead to dramatic changes in characteristics of organisms in a population over extremely long periods of time. (5.3.E)


	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings
	Labs, Investigation, and Student Experiences

	In what ways are organisms of the same kind different from each other? How does this help them reproduce and survive?
	Sometimes differences between organisms of the same kind give advantages in surviving and reproducing in different environments.

	

	Content Statements
	Cumulative Progress Indicators
	

	Individuals of the same species may differ in their characteristics, and sometimes these differences give individuals an advantage in surviving and reproducing in different environments.

	Model an adaptation to a species that would increase its chances of survival, should the environment become wetter, dryer, warmer, or colder over time. (5.3.4.E.1)

	

	In any ecosystem, some populations of organisms thrive and grow, some decline, and others do not survive at all.

	Evaluate similar populations in an ecosystem with regard to their ability to thrive and grow. (5.3.4.E.2)  


	

	Desired Results
	

	· Model an adaptation to a species that would increase its chances of survival, should the environment become wetter, dryer, warmer, or colder over time.

	


