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Content Overview

This cluster covers China from 1400 to 1750 including the Ming and Qing dynasties, the
Tokugawa Period in Japan, and the continuing spread of Islam. It covers also the Renaissance in
Europe, the Scientific Revolution, and the Protestant Reformation. It investigates these empires
and the rise of dominant Western European nation-states and kingdoms. It explores major
turning points that brought about the emergence of humanism during the Italian Renaissance, the
writings of Machiavelli that explained that the path to good republican government and the
Protestant Reformation, which helped strengthen literacy, individualism and also enabled the rise
of absolutism. Considerable study is given to the topic of the slave-trade conducted by Arabs and
Ottoman Turks in East Africa and the Balkans and later the trans-Atlantic slave-trade conducted
by Western Europeans in western Africa. This section also investigates the Western European
exploration and conquest of the Americas.

Essential Questions

Why did competition among smaller kingdoms and nation-states in Western Europe lead to
advances not experienced in the larger multi-ethnic empires of Eastern Europe, the Middle East,
Africa, and Asia?

What leads nations to look outside of themselves to explore other worlds?

What conditions led to the emergence of a massive slave-trade in the Ottoman Empire and with
Western European colonies across the Atlantic?

Renaissance means a rebirth or revival. What was revived or reborn at this time in human
history?

How did Renaissance humanism lead to the pursuit of human progress, the Scientific Revolution
and the Enlightenment?

Why did the Scientific Revolution and rationalism lead to the Commercial Revolution?

How did the Protestant Reformation end the separation of Church and States in Western Europe
and lead to the Age of Absolutism?

How did the Glorious Revolution and the English Bill of Rights help set the stage for the
American Revolution?




Teaching Resour ces

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/renaissance/ This is the Annenberg Center site on this topic. It is
based on material from their outstanding complete video history, (50 one history shows) “The
Western Tradition.”

http://www.oah.org/pubs/teachingunits/index.html The website of the Organization of American
Historians — very valuable source for teaching units and activities.
http://www.besthistorysites.net/LessonPlans.shtml Sources, narratives and lesson plans and
activities for early and middle Renaissance topics.

Assessment

Performance Task: Directions to the student: As a Renaissance scholar, you have been hired to
prepare a Guide Book for tourists to the places in Italy which are historically significant for the
Italian Renaissance such as Florence, Mantua, Venice, Genoa, Milan and others. Prepare a
guide book to be used by Official Guides who will actually travel with groups of tourists visiting
the sites. Use appropriate web sites such as the National Archives and the Annenberg site to
collect visuals (hard copy) to be included in the Guide Book. The Book should include a
historical introduction and a profile of each site to be visited.
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