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National History Standard

4C: The student understands historic figures who have exemplified values and
principles of American democracy.

4D: The student understands events that celebrate and exemplify fundamental
values and principles of American democracy.

4E: The student understands national symbols through which American values
and principles are expressed.

Content Overview

This section covers some important historical figures in the early American
history. The significance of key national holidays along with important national
symbols is addressed, as is the importance of national monuments and
landmarks of the American heritage.

Essential Questions

Who or what is an important historical figure at any time in any nation or territory?
Who are the Americans we consider great in US history?

What are the attributes of historical heroic figures in American history?

Who are notable women (e.g. Susan B Anthony and Clara Barton) who have
contributed to development of American history? Why are the contributions
important?

Who are notable African Americans (e.g. Harriet Tubman, Fredrick Douglas and
George Washington Carver) who have contributed to development of American
history? Why are the contributions important?

Who are notable Native Americans (e.g. Sacagawea and Squanto) who have
contributed to development of American history? What are the contributions?

Teaching Resources

Educator’s Desk Reference: http://www.eduref.org/cqi-

bin/lessons.cgi/Social _Studies

National Archives & Records Administration: http://www.archives.gov/
www.whitehouse.gov/history/africanamerican The President’s Black History
Month website.

www.afroam.history.about.com A free newsletter on African-American history.
www.aaregistry.com A registry regularly updated of African-American
achievements.
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Assessment

Using the African American registry website above, students compile a timeline
for the first specific era (see NJ history standards) of American history. The
timeline of the era should integrate major events in American history with major
events in African-American history to prove the thesis that “African-American
history and American history are the same subject.”




