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Read about the 2014 winner of the
annual Milken Award…..

If you would like guidance in how to
explain the Common Core State
Standards to your community, read
about the New Jersey Department of
Education’s toolkit with helpful tips
online….

The Office of the Secretary of Higher
Education is now collecting
applications from high schools for
outstanding juniors who would like
to attend one of the two summer
Governor’s Schools STEM programs,
Check for details….

The AchieveNJ update has some
important reminders….

Don’t pass up the opportunity to
nominate a deserving teacher for a
2015 Presidential Award for
Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching (PAEMST)…..

And if your district is selected to be in
the random sample for the youth
health survey, consider participating
to provide valuable data about our
students….

Tracy Espiritu was caught by surprise on December 8 when her name
was announced at an emotional all-school assembly in front of cheering
students, proud colleagues, distinguished officials and the media.  She was
recognized as an outstanding educator with a 2014 Milken National
Educator Award of $25,000. Espiritu is a STEM coach at the Dr. Albert
Einstein Academy School # 29 and Jerome Dunn Academy School # 9,
where she teaches STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Architecture
and Math) in grades K-8.    

A high achiever with two master’s degrees, Espiritu left a lucrative career
as a product engineer to become a teacher. While she earlier dreamed of
becoming an astronaut, she now puts her energies into making her students
and colleagues “stars” of STEAM.

Surmounting economic and other challenges, over 80% of Einstein
students scored Proficient or Advanced Proficient in math over the last four
years, in large part due to Espiritu’s efforts in her own classes and
throughout the school. To further support student success, she created the
after-school Einstein Astronaut Program for grades 5-8.

As part of her commitment to the sciences, Espiritu involves parents in
her work. She has spearheaded school events like Astronomy Night and the
Family Engineering Design Challenge, and organized free transportation for
family trips to Community Science Nights at Liberty Science Center. 

Equally inf luential is Espiritu’s expertise in supporting and training
fellow teachers to be effective STEAM educators. She serves as a mentor and
provides ongoing professional development for colleagues in order to
advance the use of best practices when teaching STEAM. Her involvement
in evaluating curriculum and its implementation ensures that students can
develop higher-level thinking skills. Espiritu has trained other teachers in
the methodology and requirements for the Destination Imagination (DI)
competition, where students have to present an original solution to a real-
world problem, and now her school’s students are placing in the top ten in
international DI competition.
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The New Jersey Department of Education’s (NJDOE’s)
Division of Academics has developed and released a suggested
model for academically-based home/school partnerships. The
model of a Parent Academy for Student Success (PASS) is
singularly focused on student performance.  

Regular communication between home and school has
always been recommended; however, traditional types of
parent involvement activities can rarely be tied to student
achievement. PASS supports a school’s traditional methods of
parent and family involvement, but it also offers a different
perspective on building partnerships. PASS is not a program
planned for parents; rather it is an instructional strategy shared
with parents.

It is important to note that instructional strategies are
typically understood as an interaction between teachers and
students. However, that assumption restricts the benefits of
“wrap-around” learning support that all students need in
order to make significant academic gains. Instructional
strategies should be designed to engage students in learning,
help activate students' curiosity about a class topic, probe
critical thinking skills, keep students on task, engender
sustained and useful classroom interaction, and, in general, to
enable and enhance their learning of course content. The
purpose of the suggested PASS model is to reach those same
goals by building authentic academic partnerships between
home and school to share teacher-designed instructional
strategies that support classroom performance and enhance
teaching and learning.  

Effective PASS implementation that influences student
performance requires a new definition of home/school
partnerships and a strong commitment to revise operations
from every stakeholder group in the education community.
The toolkit for the program posted on the Department’s
website provides materials that can be customized for each
school, including: guidance to change the definition, climate
and culture of academic partnerships; planning documents;
key talking points and conversation starters; model agendas;
FAQs; suggested strategies; and multiple handouts to support
facilitation of the model. 

Suggested opportunities to implement academies are after
the first, second and third marking periods when parents,
teachers and students can review evidence of student
performance and hold informed conversations about
learning. Prior to each marking period, additional tools will
be added to the toolkit to support teachers and school leaders
who are interested in implementation of the NJDOE-
suggested model of a Parent Academy for Student Success.

As they are developed, additional PASS tools will be posted
at: www.state.nj.us/education/sca/toolkit/  Send questions or
comments to: informCCSS@doe.state.nj.us.

Secretary of Higher Education Rochelle Hendricks has
announced that the selection process for the prestigious 2015
Governor’s School of New Jersey has begun and asks for your
assistance in identifying high-achieving juniors interested in
rigorous and demanding STEM summer residential academic
programs.  

There will be two programs operating in 2015. The
Governor’s School in the Sciences will be hosted at Drew
University from July 12 to August 1, 2015. The Governor’s
School of Engineering and Technology will be hosted by
Rutgers University from June 28 to July 24, 2015.

The Governor’s School is open to outstanding juniors who
have been selected by their high schools with input from
teachers, principals and guidance staff. High schools with up
to 325 juniors may submit one application for each of the
Governor’s Schools. For schools with 326 to 650 students,
the school may nominate two applicants for each Governor’s
School, and for schools with 651 or more juniors, there can
be three applicants for each Governor’s School.

The application postmark deadline is January 9, 2015.
Please review the application information carefully for
important procedures and timelines.

• GSET Application 2015
• GSS Application 2015
Questions may be directed to Barbara Pepe, Governor’s

School State Coordinator, at (609) 984-2684 or
Barbara.Pepe@oshe.nj.gov
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PASS – A Parent Academy
for Student Success
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Applications Sought from Juniors
Interested in 2015 Governor’s
School Programs

http://education.state.nj.us/broadcasts/2014/NOV/05/12444/GSS Application 2015.pdf
http://education.state.nj.us/broadcasts/2014/NOV/05/12444/GSET Application 2015.pdf
mailto:informCCSS@doe.state.nj.us


Tracy Espiritu of Elizabeth is
Honored with a 2014 
Milken Award (continued from p.1)

Espiritu has forged partnerships with universities and
serves as the NASA Explorer School Team Leader. During
summers, she has taken fellow educators to the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) and to Houston and Kennedy Space Centers.

Espiritu is motivated by her passion for science and a deep
desire to help train the next generation of explorers. She is
widely respected by students, parents and colleagues for her
work ethic, her depth of knowledge, her commitment to every
student and for the academic achievement and delight in
learning that her leadership as an educator has produced.

The Milken recognition ceremony and prize money were
launched when Lowell and Michael Milken and members of
the Milken families conceived the National Educator Award
program in the early 1980s. They saw the importance of
recognizing great educators and developed a program that
provides such public recognition and financial rewards. The
first awards were presented to 12 California educators in 1987.   

Each educator in the program is given a $25,000
unrestricted financial award and the opportunity to participate
in ongoing professional development at yearly state conferences
and through state networks of educators, state agency
personnel, legislators, university personnel, business partners,
and foundation staff. Since 1987, the program has awarded
over $64 million to nearly 2,600 outstanding teachers,
principals and educators.  New Jersey joined the Milken
National Educator Awards in 2002 as the 45th state to
participate.   For more information please go to:
www.state.nj.us/education/educators/rpr/recognition/educat
ors/milken/

AchieveNJ UPDATE
2013-14 Preliminary Implementation Report on

Teacher Evaluation
Last month, the Department published the 2013-14

Preliminary Implementation Report on Teacher Evaluation
based on a variety of data sources, including contributions from
partner districts that shared their time and information. This
report does not include analysis of final summative evaluations
for all teachers in 2013-14, as the Department will publish an
updated version next spring when all statewide data is available.
However, even at this early stage, preliminary results show that
AchieveNJ is allowing districts to better identify areas of
strength and weakness in teacher practice and to respond
accordingly to this information. As the report explains, the most
notable findings to date include the following:

• The system is based on and continues to be shaped by
extensive educator input and engagement.

• Many educators are using SGOs to focus on their practice
and on individual student growth.

• New Jersey teachers are receiving more observations and
feedback than ever before, and school leaders are focusing
more of their time and talent on instructional quality in
schools.

• An analysis of observations can help administrators see and
respond to common areas for teacher and school
development.

• Feedback from educators is helping the Department to
identify and respond to challenges with improved
guidance, direct district support, and changes in
requirements, as appropriate.

In the second full year of implementing AchieveNJ, the state
continues to examine if and how the system is, in fact, giving
teachers more frequent, thorough, and useful feedback; shaping
professional development plans for individuals and districts; and
increasing the use of data in classrooms, schools, and districts.
Just as a teacher grows and improves year after year, building on
successes and making adjustments in order not to repeat
mistakes, the Department continues to work with the state
advisory committee, stakeholder groups and practicing
educators to improve AchieveNJ. Please take time to read this
preliminary report and continue to provide us with your
feedback and suggestions to: eduatorevaluation@doe.state.nj.us. 

REMINDER: 8th-grade Math Teachers Must Set Two
Student Growth Objectives (SGOs)

Starting this year, 8th-grade Algebra I students will take the
PARCC Algebra I test in lieu of the grade-level PARCC test.
Until we have at least one year of PARCC data, we will not
calculate Student Growth Percentiles (SGPs) between 7th
grade and 8th grade math. Therefore, the state will not
provide student, educator, or schoolwide SGPs for 2014-2015
for 8th-grade math. In order to account for this, all 2014-
2015 8th-grade math teachers must set two Student
Growth Objectives (SGOs). Please see this September 30

memo for more information.
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From left to right: Mike Milken, Co-Founder of the
Milken Family Foundation, Tracy Espiritu,

2014-15 NJ Milken Recipient, and First Lady Mary Pat Christie.

http://www.nj.gov/education/AchieveNJ/resources/093014MathSGP.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/AchieveNJ/resources/093014MathSGP.pdf
mailto:eduatorevaluation@doe.state.nj.us
http://www.nj.gov/education/AchieveNJ/resources/13-14preliminaryteacherevalreport.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/AchieveNJ/resources/13-14preliminaryteacherevalreport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/rpr/recognition/educators/milken/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/rpr/recognition/educators/milken/
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Don’t forget to check out the Department’s calendar of events (http://education.state.nj.us/events/) to view
upcoming events that may be of interest to you or your district. 

Call for PAEMST Nominations
The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) are the nation's highest honors

for teachers of mathematics and science (including computer science). Awardees serve as models for their colleagues,
inspiration to their communities, and leaders in the improvement of mathematics and science education. Since 1983, more
than 4,300 teachers have been recognized for their contributions in the classroom and to their profession.  

Presidential awardees receive a citation signed by the President of the United States, a trip for two to Washington D.C.,
professional development opportunities, and a $10,000 award from the National Science Foundation.

If you know any great secondary (grades 7-12) mathematics and/or science teachers, please nominate them to join this
prestigious network of professionals. The nomination form and additional information about the award can be found at
www.paemst.org. 

WHO CAN NOMINATE?
Administrators, teachers, parents, or students may nominate exceptional math & science teachers
Nomination deadline: April 1, 2015
WHO CAN APPLY?
Secondary school teachers (grades 7-12) who have been nominated are eligible to apply 
Application deadline: May 1, 2015

REMINDER: New Jersey Student Health Survey
to be Administered in 2015 to a Random
Sample

Your school may be randomly selected to participate in the 2015 New Jersey Student
Health Survey (NJSHS) conducted by the New Jersey Department of Education with
funding support from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the
Departments of Human Services, Health, Children and Families and Law and Public
Safety.  The survey is administered by Rutgers University, Bloustein Center for Survey
Research.  If selected, your participation is essential to the success of this biennial
student survey which enables state agencies to: 

• Plan effective health programs specifically for New Jersey’s youth population;
• Provide high school students, teachers, and parents with factual information; and
• Foster pro-social youth behaviors.  
The NJSHS is one of the state’s primary sources of information about such issues as

diet, physical activity, obesity, sexual behavior, and safety behaviors among youth.
Information about alcohol, tobacco, other drug use, depression and violence including
bullying is also collected through this survey. For additional information, please go to
http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs/index.htm.

Would you like to be on our direct
mailing list? Click on the link below to
ensure that you are connected to The
Bridge and other important updates
every month.

Subscribe here

app.mobilestorm.com/cp/managefor
ms/preview.php?formID=13760

Do you have ideas, information, or
pictures you would like to submit?
For comments, concerns, questions
or feedback, contact us at: 
thebridge@doe.state.nj.us

Are you new to The Bridge or have
you missed a previous issue? If so,
check out the archives at 
education.state.nj.us/feature/

NOTE: Reference to, or copying
of, unmodified material in The
Bridge is permissible provided
the source is identified. 

Contact Us!
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http://www.state.nj.us/education/AchieveNJ/teacher/SchoolImprovementPanelandImprovingEvaluation.pdf
https://app.mobilestorm.com/cp/manageforms/preview.php?formID=13760
https://app.mobilestorm.com/cp/manageforms/preview.php?formID=13760
http://education.state.nj.us/events/
https://app.mobilestorm.com/cp/manageforms/preview.php?formID=13760

