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 May 25, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 

 Mathematica Policy Research is pleased to support the New Jersey Department of 
Education (NJDoE) in its application for a Race to the Top (RTTT) grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education. We believe that the Federal RTTT competition represents an 
unprecedented opportunity for New Jersey to identify and implement reforms that can 
substantially improve the performance of its students, and to support public education in New 
Jersey at a critical time of fiscal uncertainty. We also believe that New Jersey is extremely 
well-positioned to take advantage of this opportunity, having initiated important reforms in 
each of the four RTTT assurance areas and providing an excellent environment to test the 
effects of alternative reforms because of its diverse population and large number of school 
districts. 

 We look forward to the opportunity to contribute to New Jersey’s RTTT reform initiatives. 
To fund this work, Mathematica, Educational Testing Services (ETS), and NJDoE will partner 
to establish a new technical assistance and research center, charged with supporting and 
evaluating the results of the state’s educational reforms. Funding for this center will be sought 
through two grant applications to the Institute of Education Sciences, for (a) the Evaluation of 
State and Local Programs and Policies and (b) the National Research and Development Centers 
competitions, and other sources. Should the center receive funding, Mathematica will 
contribute in at least two important ways during the period of the grant: 

1. Mathematica will serve as an external evaluation partner for the state’s RTTT and other 
reform initiatives. Collaborating with NJDoE and ETS, Mathematica will monitor the 
implementation and outcomes of reforms, and provide timely feedback to inform 
course corrections.  
 

2. Mathematica will validate New Jersey’s first estimates of student achievement growth, 
which are being developed using percentile growth methods, and assess their suitability 
for teacher evaluation, pay-for-performance, tenure, and other relatively high-stakes 
decisions. For instance, Mathematica will assess the sensitivity of bonus award 
decisions to estimation based on alternative statistical models which represent the 
methodological state-of-the-art in measures of teacher effectiveness. Mathematica will 
formulate recommendations to the state regarding fair and objective manners to allocate 
these awards and make other teacher-focused decisions. 
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 Mathematica is strongly committed to working with NJDoE to improve the effectiveness of 
its teachers and the achievement of its students, and to develop knowledge and tools that can 
ultimately support educational improvement on a much larger scale. This work is consistent 
with Mathematica’s mission to improve public well-being by bringing the highest standards of 
quality, objectivity, and excellence to bear in program evaluation and policy analysis. 
Mathematica is also extremely well qualified to take on this work. Our substantive expertise in 
all of the RTTT assurance areas; extensive experience conducing rigorous evaluations of 
educational programs; decades of experience collaborating with education stakeholders at all 
levels and using education data and research to inform decision-making; and our 40-year 
history as an independent, objective research and consulting firm, headquartered in New Jersey 
are all outstanding qualifications that we bring to this partnership.  

 We look forward to continuing and deepening our partnership with the NJDoE as it seeks 
to increase the effectiveness of its schools and teachers, and to dramatically improve student 
achievement. 

 
 
 Sincerely, 
         
 
 
                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 

 

























































































































Senate Republican News 

KEAN PUSHING "RACE TO THE TOP" APPLICATION 
 

Grant Could Bring $400 Million to NJ Schools 
 
     Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean (R-Union) has been leading a bipartisan effort to 
support New Jersey's Phase II federal Race to the Top Application. The Race to the Top Fund 
provides competitive grants to encourage and reward States that are creating the conditions 
for education innovation and reform. If successful, the grant could bring up to $400 million in 
federal funding to the state's cash-strapped public schools over the next four years. 
 
     "I believe, especially in our current fiscal situation, it is imperative to make every effort to 
apply for all of the federal aid for which we are eligible, " Kean stated. "Applying for these 
funds will positively impact student performance, prevent teacher layoffs and give much 
needed reprieve to property taxpayers." 
 
     Kean, who is a member of the Senate Education Committee, sponsored a bipartisan 
resolution that supported the state's entry in the Race to the Top competition. The resolution 
passed the Senate unanimously last week. 
 
     "It is very important to the grant process that we show strong bipartisan support, as that 
will give the state a better opportunity to be rewarded a grant, " Kean continued. 
 
     New Jersey's application outlines steps to turn around struggling schools, create incentives 
and accountability measures for teachers, track student learning growth and improve overall 
educational services across the state. The New Jersey Education Association has also agreed 
to support the state's application and has recommended local associations do the same. 
 
     " The education of our children needs to be a cooperative, bipartisan effort and this 
application reflects this understanding, " Kean concluded. "By aggressively pursing the Race to 
the Top funding we are continuing to demonstrate our commitment to New Jersey's students." 
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