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The Honorable Arne Duncan
Secretary
U.S. Department of Education

May 26, 2010
Dear Commissioner Duncan,

| am writing to express my wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to
the Top award from the U.S. Department of Educatioxn

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitions and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
reforms that our state nceds:

Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;
Make teachers and schools more accountabie for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the.implementation of New

Jersey’s Educaticn Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success - .. — .
and global competitiveness. Should you have any further questians feel free to contact me

or my Legisiative Directar, Mick ae[ Gaffin at 20 2- 225- 6ol,1 or

Michael.gaifin@mail.house.gov,

Sincerely,

;M//M

Robert E. Andrews
Member, U.S. House Committee on Education and L. abor .,
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NEW JERSEY GENERAL ASSEMBLY

COMMITTEES

AGRICULTURE AND
INATURAL RESOURCES

JOHN F. AMODEO

ASSEMBLYMAN, 2ND DISTRICT
1801 ZION ROAD

NORTHFIELD, NJ C8226 TRANSI'ORATION,
TEL (809) 877-8286 PURLIC WORKS
FaX (808) 877-8£53 AND INDRPENDENT

AUTHORITIES

AsmAmodao@pjleg.org

May 19, 2010

Bret Schundler, Commissioner
NJ Department of Education
100 River View Plaza

PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Cermmissioner Schundler:

I am writing in support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the
U.S. Denartment of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
reform that our state needs. It is essential for New Jersey to strive for high academic
standards tied directly 10 a curriculum spine, with both interim and formative assessments
as tools ‘o improve teaching and learning. We are also in need of upgrading our data
systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making. In addition, it is
crucial that we focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve results.

I truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success
and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

%W%Wéﬂ

JOHN F. AMODEO
Assemblyman, District 2

Printed on Recycled Paper
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Honorable Bret S¢hundler
Commissioner

NJ Department of Education
100 Riverview Plaza

PO Box 500 :

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Commission‘er Schundler,

I am writing on behalf of the NJ Department of Chlldren and Families to express
our wholehearted suppmt for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award
from the U.S. Department of Education. New Jersey's proposal is an ambitious
and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms that our state needs:

» Ensure all students have the skills needed to be successful in the 21%
century global economy by adopting high academic standards and
investing in our teachers with high quality professional development

» Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating .measures of student achievement into thair evaluations and
rewarding outstanding teachers.

+ Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve results of our most at-risk children.

e Upgrade New Jersey's data systems so student learning can be tracked
throughout the year and students don’t fall through the cracks.

We truly hope tha?t a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of
New Jersey's Edqcation Reform Plan and propel our education system into a
model of success and global competitiveness. :

: Sincerely,

|

!

|
Kara P. Wood
Acting Commissioner

New Jersey I:; ﬁi‘yz Egqual Opportunity Emplayer = Printed on Recyeled Paper and Regyelable
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State nf New Jrersey

DEPARTMENT O AGRICUTTURIE,
HEALTEH/ AGRICULLTURE BUILIYMNG
CHRIS CHRIS T PO Box 330 DOUGEAS T FISHIER
Givernor TRENTON NI 08625-0330) Sccectary

KIM GUADAGNO
Lt Governoy

May 25, 2010

Honorable Bret Schundler
Commissioncr

NJ Department of Education
PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

I am writing on behalf of the New Jersey Department of Agriculture to express our wholchearted support for
New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.

Our interaction with the Department of Education in the past, particularly in connection with improving the
nutrition education of students in our schools and through the Ag in the Classroom initiatives, has always been
positive. | am sure the Department of Education will bring the same level of commitrent and drive to any Race
to the Top efforts.

New Jersey’s proposal is ambitious and achievable, and accomplishes the reforms that our state needs:
e [t cnsures that all students have the skills needed to be successful in the 21 century global economy by
adopting high academic standards and investing in our teachers with high-quality professional
development

e ]t holds teachers and schools more accountable by incorporating measures of student achievement into
evaluations and rewarding outstanding teachers.

o It focuses the necessary talent and skills on the lowest-performing schools to dramatically improve
results of our most at-risk children.

e [t upgrades New Jersey’s data systems so learning can be tracked throughout the year.

The agricultural industry, like New Jersey’s other industries, is growing increasingly techrical and complex, and
needs highly educated future employees. A Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey's Lducation Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global
competitiveness.

Sincerely,

e A

Douglas I1. Fisher

New Jersey 15 An Egual Qpportunity Employer « www .nj.gov/agricullure!



State of New Jersey
DEPARTMENT OF BANKING AND INSURANCE

CHR1S CHRISTIE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
Governor PO BOx 325 ) S
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T Commissioner
KiM GUADAGNO TEY, (609) 292-7272

Lt. Governor

May 25, 2010

The Honorable Bret Schundler
Commissioner

NJ Department of Education
401 East State Street — 7" Floor
P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Re:  Federal Grant Competition — “Race to the Top”
Dear Comunissioner Schundler:

The New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance firmly support New Jersey’s
proposal for a Race to the Top award from the United States Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achiecvable proposal that accomplishes the
reforms that our state needs:

e Ensure all students have the skills needed to be successful in the 21* century
global economy by adopting high academic standards and investing in our
teachers with high quality professional development

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating measures of student achievement into their evaluations and
rewarding outstanding teachers.

¢ TFocus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve results of our most at-risk children.

e Upgrade New Jersey’s data systems so student learning can be tracked throughout
the year and students don’t fall through the cracks.

Visit us on the Web at wiow.njdobi.org
New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer «  Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable
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Siate of New Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
PO Box 700
TrENTON NJ 08625-0700

May 25, 2010

Honorable Bret Schundler
Commissioner
Department of Education
PQ Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner Schundler,

JENNIFER VELEZ
Coammissioner

| am writing on behalf of the Department of Muman Services to express our
wholehearted support for New Jersey's proposal for a Race to the Top award from the
U.S. Department of Education,

New Jersey's proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
reforms that our state needs:

= Ensure all students have the skills needed to be successful in the 21% century
global economy by adopting high academic standards and investing in our

teachers with high quality professional development.

¢ Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating measures of student achievement into their evaluations and

rewarding outstanding teachers.

» Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to

dramatically improve results of our maost at-risk children.

¢ Upgrade New Jersey's data systems so student leaming can be tracked

throughout the yaar and students don't fall through the cracks.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implermnentation of New
Jersey's Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of
success and global competitiveness.

Tn -

Sincerely,

g
enfifer Velez
ornissions

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Emplover ®  Printed on Recyeled Paper and Reeyclable
N0l NIlnF 97 &EQ FFOC=FEF-R09 "E]



DepaiTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

WHITTLESEY FoAD
PO Box 883
Criris CHRISTIE TrenTeN, NJ 08625-0863
Governor May 28, 2010 |
K Guapacno Gary M, LaNIGAN
Lt Governor Commissioner

Bret Schundler, Commissioner
Department of Education

PO Box 500

Tremton, New Jersey 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

I am writing on behalf of the New Jersey Department of Corrections to express our wholehearted support
for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.5. Department of Education.

New Jersey's proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms that our
state needs:

* Ensure all students have the skills needed to be a successful in the 21+ century global economy by
adopting high academic standards and invegting in our teachers with high quality professional
develppment,

+ Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievernent by incorporating measures
of student achievement into their evaluations and rewarding outstanding teachers.

* Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically improve
results of our most at-risk children. ‘

» Upgrade New fersey’s data system so students learning can be tracked throughout the year and
students do not fall throngh the cracks. '

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s Education
Reform Plan and propel our education system into a medel of success and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,
A,

Gary M. Lanigan

Commissioner

ip

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer » Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper
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Styte of dersey

DEPARTMENT OF LOMMUNITY AFFAIRS

] T &
Caris CHRISTIE 101 Sovre Broap STREET

P PO Box 500
TrENTON, NJ 08625-0800 Lor Grira
Kiv Guapacwo Acting Commissioner
Lr. Governor
May 25, 2010

The Honorabie Bret Schundler
Commissioner, NT Department of Education
100 River View Plaza

Trenton, New Jersey (08625

Dear Commissioner Schundier:

I am writing on behatf of the New Jersey Department of Coramunity Affairs to express our wholehearted
support for New Jersev’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of BEducation.
New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms that our
state needs:

» Ensure all students have the skills needed to be successful in the 21* century global economy by
adopting high academic siandards and investing i our teachers with high quality professiomal
developmenti;

s Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating measures
of student achievement into their evaluations and rewarding outstanding teachers;

o Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically improve
results of our most at-risk children; and

* Upgrade New Jersey's data systems s0 student learning can be tracked throughout the year and
students don’t fal} through the cracks.

LORIGRIFA
Acting Commissioner

New Jersey is an Equal Opportenily Emplayer = Printed on Recycied paper and Recyolable
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DANIEL BEYEL. Directar
Director of Adweinistration,
Revemne & Finece
and Public Works

LEOMARD C. DESIDERIO
Lrrector of Planning and
Ecanamic & Capital Planning

RALFH E. BAKLEY, SR.

BOARD of CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
COUNTY of CAPE MAY

4 Moore Road
Cape May Court House, N.J. 13210-1601
(609) 465-1065 0 Fax: 465-6189
Website: www.capemaycountygov.nek

No. 7131 P f

RALPH €. SHEETS, JR., Fice-Direcior
Director of Public Safety

GERALD M, THORNTOM
Director of Health and
Hurran Serviees

STEPHEN (0" CONNOR
Conitty Admistrator

Education, Library
aird Consnmer Affaiz

May 25, 2010

Re: Support Letter for New Jersey’s Proposal for Rate to the Top

To whom it may concern.

I am writing on behalf of the County of Cape May to express our

wholehearted support for New Jersey's proposal for a Race to the Top
award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that

accomplishes the reforms that our state needs:

[ ]

Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculumn spine,
with both interim and formative assessments as tools to improve
teaching and leaming;

Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-
based decision making;

Make teachers and schools meore accountable for student
achievement by incorporating gquantifiable measures of student
achievement into their evaluations; and

Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing
schools to dramatically improve results,

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the

implementation of New Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel our
education system into a model of success and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

Daniel Beyel
Freeholder Director
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. COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND
LOUIS N. MAGAZZL, ESQ). BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR 700 EAST COMMERCE STREET
(856) 453-2125 BRIDGETON, NEW JERSEY 08302
Fax: (856) 451-8243
Email: Lmagazznix@acl.com
May 21, 2010
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bear Commissioner Schundler:

The Cumberland County Board of Chosen Freeholders is pleased to offer our whelehearted
suppert for New Jersey's propesal for a Race to the Top award from the V.5, Department of
Education.

New Jersey's proposal is an ambitious and achievable propoesal that is tailored to the state's
plan to:

*  Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning.

* Upgrade data systems te directly improve instructiens and data-based decision making;

* Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations: and

* Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

A Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey's Education Reform
Plan and propel our education system inte a model of success and global competitiveness,

LOULS N, MA \ OLDER
Cumberland County Board
of Chosen Freeholders

¢c: Richard Stepura, Ed.D., County Superintendent

D erland

x/ county

g’



May 18,2010

Mzr. Bret Schundler

Commissioner of Education

New Jersey State Department of Education
100 River View Plaza

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

The New Jersey School Boards Association strongly endorses New Jersey’s round two Race to
the Top grant application and will encourage its member school boards to give all consideration
to signing memoranda of understanding to participate in programs funded through the grant.

The proposals reflected in the round two application would expand on the innovative strategies
contained in the state’s initial application and would serve to open doors to educational
opportunity for disadvantaged students, advance student achievement by providing additional
teacher compensation based on classroom performance, build an accurate and useful database of
student achievement, and give local school officials the ability to retain the best teachers by
making needed changes in the state’s tenure and senior system.

o Helping Students in Struggling Schools — Although New Jersey has made substantial
progress in closing the academic achievement gap, every effort must be made to improve
academic achievement in persistently low-performing schools. The grant application calls
for implementation of innovative strategies to change the culture of these schools and
provide essential opportunity for their students. Significantly, it would enable local boards of
education to originate initiatives to turn around troubled schools through the creation of
innovative “achievement academies.”

e Standards & Assessments — Our Association, which includes 588 local school districts and
44 charter school associate members, is a long-time supporter of standards-based education.
In November 2009, the NJSBA Delegate Assembly endorsed the concept of national
standards. We are enthusiastic about the grant application’s emphasis 01 high standards and
its goal of creating an assessment system designed to help teachers identify and implement
strategies to help students meet those educational goals.

e Data Tracking System — The grant proposes a robust data system that will enable state and
local school officials and teachers not only to track the academic records of students, but also
to use that data to measure student achievement and to implement improvement strategies.




Mr. Bret Scaundler/May 18, 2010
Page 2

e Attracting Talented Teachers to Low-Performing Schools — NJSBA has long supported
the ability of local school districts to use additional compensation, such as “signing bonuses,’
to meet staffing needs. The application would apply federal grant money toward a similar
concept: attracting successful, effective educators to teach students in the most challenging
environment.

bl

The New Jersey School Boards Association believes the grant application represents our state’s
commitment to genuine education reform. We urge the United States Department of Education
to consider how students, particularly those most at risk academically, socially and
economically, would benefit from the innovative strategies contained in our state’s round two
Race to the Top grant application and to act favorably on the proposal.

Sincerely,
Marie S. Bilik
Executive Director



New Jewsey Ussaciatien of School Udministratens

920 West State Street ® Trenton, New Jersey 08618-5328
609.599.2900/ Fax 609.599.1893 website: http://njasa.net

Richard G. Bozza, Ed.D.
Executive Director

May 21, 2010

Bret Schundler

Commissioner of Education

New Jersey State Department of Education
100 River View Plaza

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

The New Jersey Association of School Administrators (NJASA) voted at its May 20, 2010 Executive
Committee meeting to support New Jersey’s second round application to secure funding through the
federal Race to the Top program. The Association leadership recognizes the cntcal importance to all
New Jersey residents in advancing reforms around the four areas addressed in the program:

s Adopting standards and assessments that prepare students to succeed in college and the
workplace and to compete in the global economy;

e Building data systems that measure student growth and success, and inform teachers and
principals about how they can improve instruction;

e Recruiting, developing, rewarding, and retaining effective teachers and principals, especially
where they are needed most; and

¢ Turning around our lowest-achieving schools.

NJASA will encourage Chief Education Officers throughout the state to participate in the program
with the New Jersey Department of Education.

The NJASA lcadership remains committed to working cooperatively with you, NJ DOE staff
members, and other education stakeholders to ensure that success in receiving a grant from the Race
to the Top fund will result in enhanced student achievement, fair and meaningful evaluation of schoo]
personnel focused on student attainment, and continued collaboration focused on improving
outcomes beyond those areas currently assessed by traditional measurements. NJASA members look
forward to the opportunity to play an active role as critical stakeholders in the design and
implementation of the state's cducational reform strategies.

NJASA urges the United States Department of Education to respond favorably to New Jersey’s
proposal and to award funding which will support the work of educators to advar.ce reforms which
will significantly change and improve educational outcomes for New Jersey students.

Si? zcrely,
Ed. g

Richard G. Bozza,
Executive Director
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The Honorable Bret Schundler
Corpissiones

New Jersey Department of Education,
P.O. Box 500

Trenton, New Jersey 08650-0500

Dear Comnussioner Schundler:

Our 14 member colleges and universities support New Jersey’s Race to the Top grant
application. The Association’s member institutions are interested in continuing the sirong working
refationship we have enjoyed over the years in meeting the educational needs of the residents of our
State. '

Success in competing for a Race to the Top grant will enable New Jersey to focus on the
needs of the students in school districts where the performance has been below the norm to
strengthen the schools and improve the educational attainment of the students.

We wish you much suceess in the competition (or this grant and look forward to collaborating
with you in the important endeavors you will lead in imoplementing New Jersey’s Education Reform
Plan.

Sincerely,

ﬂ.@w&é@w

John B. Wilson
President and CEO

u

797 Springfield Avenue, Summit, New Jersey 079011107 (908) 277-3738 Fax No. (908) 277-0851




NEW JERSEY CHARTER SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION —

May 20,2010

Mr. Bret Schundler
Commissioner of Education
State of New Jersey
Department of Education
P.0. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08525

Dear Commissioner Schundler,

I am writing on behalf of the New Jersey Charter Schools Association to express our wholehearted
support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of
Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms that
our state needs:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

o Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

e Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global
competitiveness.

We look forward to continued involvement in these efforts on behalf of New Jersey's children.

Sincerely,

el

Rick Pressler
Interim Director

349 WEST STATE STREET * 4TH FLOOR * TRENTON, N.J. - 08618

609-989-9700 « FAX: 609-989-9745 * WWW.NJCHARTERS.ORG



May 24,2010

Bret Schundler

Commissioner of EQucation

NJ Department of Education

PO Box 500

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

On behalf of the New Jersey Association of State Colleges and Universities, [ strongly
support New Jersey’s Race to the Top proposal to the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s nine state colleges and universities are the state’s primary source of
baccalaureate and graduate education, graduating annually, nearly 50% of all baccalaureate
graduates, and serve as the state’s major teacher training institutions.

These colleges and universities are committed to strong, effective partnership with
New Jersey’s schools. [ believe that New Jersey’s proposal will help to ensure college and
career readiness for our students, and will help to make New Jersey and America more
economically competitive.

The proposal contains important innovative provisions regarding assessment and
evaluation of learning outcomes and professional standards; it provides for systematic
collection of longitudinal data; and provides a sound system of accountability to help
sustain needed reform, and to ensure success over the long-term.

Under the leadership of your office, and with strong support from other
constituencies, [ believe that New [ersey’s education reform plan, with a Race to the Top
award, will greatly benefit citizens in the Garden State.

Sincerely yours,

Darryl G. Greer, Ph.D.
CEO

DGG:crp
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NHE New Jersey State
Federation of Teachers

American Federation of Teachers, AFL-C10
629 Amboy Avenue, 2nd Floor, Edison, NJ 08837
Fhone: (732} 661-9393  FAX: (732) 661-1776

Website: nj.aft.org

May 25, 2010

Ms. Willa Spicer

New Jersey Department of Education

This is to inform you that the AFT- New lersey State federation supports the State’s efforts to
participate in the Race to the Top Program. All of our Pre K-12 lecals will be signing on ta round two of
the program as they all did for the first round. American federation of Teachers (AFT) represents over

40,000 members in the state of New Jersey, of which over 8,500 are in Pre K-12 school districts,
As usual, AFT is willing to partner with the state for the benefit of our students.

If I can be of any further assistance please call me at 732-661-8393.

Yours sinceraly,

/[‘/V 0 0roua. LE__

A

" william J, Lipkin

President

Bl s
TOTAL P.&EZ
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L L NEW JERSEY
‘I: H: Association of State Colleges and Universities
| W
e 150 West State Strect. Trentan, NJ 08608 Phone: (609) 989-1100 Fax! (609) 989-7017
May 24, 2010
Bret Schundler

Commissioner of Education

N] Department of Education

PO Box 500

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

On behalf of the New Jersey Association of State Colleges and Universities, | strongly
support New Jersey’s Race to the Top proposal to the US. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s nine state colleges and universities are the state’s primary source of
baccalaureate and graduate education, graduating annually, nearly 50% of all baccalaureate
graduates, and serve as the state’s major teacher training institutions.

These colleges and universities are committed to strong, effective partnership with
New Jersey’s schools. Ibelieve that New Jersey’s proposal will help to ensure college and
career readiness for our students, and will help to make New Jersey and America more
economically competitive,

The proposal contains important innovative provisions regarding assessment and
evaluation of learning outcomes and professional standards; it provides for systematic
collection of longitudinal data; and provides a sound system of accountability to help
sustain needed reform, and to ensure success over the long-term.

Under the leadership of your office, and with strong support from other
constituencies, | believe that New Jersey’s education reform g,lam with a Race to the Top
award, will greatly benefit citizens in the Garden State.

Sin

CEO
DGG:crp
oy ——— U — www_njascu.ﬂrg L
The Callege of New Jersey New Jersey Clity University Rowan University
Kean University Ramapo College of New Jersey Thomas Edison State College
Montclair State University Richard Swckton Collzge of New Jersey Willtam Paterson University

TOTAL P.81



BiodNJ

Advancing the State of Blotechnology

May 25, 2010

The Honorable Bret Schundler
Commissioner

New Jersey Department of Education
100 River View Plaza

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Re: Race to the Top Award
Dear Commissioner Schundler:

On behalf of the 250 members of BioNJ, the trade association for New Jersey’s growing
biotechnology industry, | am writing to express our wholehearted support for New Jersey’s
proposal for a Race to the Top Award from the U.S. Department of Education. If New Jersey is
to maintain its position as a leader in the discovery and development of new medicines and
therapies, a strong and innovate educational system is an absolute necessity.

New Jersey has set out an ambitious and achievable plan to develop and institute the reforms that
our State needs:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

s Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

o Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achicvement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

o Focus the necessary talent and skills on the Jowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

As an industry that depends on an educated and motivated workforce to achieve its goals, we arc
confident that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global
competitiveness.

Please let me know how we can help to advance this important initiative. Thank you for the
opportunity.

Kind regards,

/738

Debbie Hart
President

1 AAA Drive, Suite 102 o Trenton, NJ 08691-1803 @ phone 609.890-3185 « fax 609-581-8244
e-mail: BioNJ@BioNJ.org ¢ www.BioNJ.org



MATHEMATICA
Policy Resecirch, Inc.

Barbara Devaney P.O. Box 2393

Senior Vice President and Division Director Princeton, NJ 08543-2393
Telephone (609) 799-3535
Fax (609) 799-0005
www.mathematica-mpr.com
609-275-2389

May 25, 2010

Dear Sir or Madam:

Mathematica Policy Research is pleased to support the New Jersey Department of
Education (NJDoE) in its application for a Race to the Top (RTTT) grant from the U.S.
Department of Education. We believe that the Federal RTTT competition represents an
unprecedented opportunity for New Jersey to identify and implement reforms that can
substantially improve the performance of its students, and to support public education in New
Jersey at a critical time of fiscal uncertainty. We also believe that New Jersey is extremely
well-positioned to take advantage of this opportunity, having initiated important reforms in
each of the four RTTT assurance areas and providing an excellent environment to test the
effects of alternative reforms because of its diverse population and large number of school
districts.

We look forward to the opportunity to contribute to New Jersey’s RTTT reform initiatives.
To fund this work, Mathematica, Educational Testing Services (ETS), and NJDoE will partner
to establish a new technical assistance and research center, charged with supporting and
evaluating the results of the state’s educational reforms. Funding for this center will be sought
through two grant applications to the Institute of Education Sciences, for (a) the Evaluation of
State and Local Programs and Policies and (b) the National Research and Development Centers
competitions, and other sources. Should the center receive funding, Mathematica will
contribute in at least two important ways during the period of the grant:

1. Mathematica will serve as an external evaluation partner for the state’s RTTT and other
reform initiatives. Collaborating with NJDoE and ETS, Mathematica will monitor the
implementation and outcomes of reforms, and provide timely feedback to inform
course corrections.

2. Mathematica will validate New Jersey’s first estimates of student achievement growth,
which are being developed using percentile growth methods, and assess their suitability
for teacher evaluation, pay-for-performance, tenure, and other relatively high-stakes
decisions. For instance, Mathematica will assess the sensitivity of bonus award
decisions to estimation based on alternative statistical models which represent the
methodological state-of-the-art in measures of teacher effectiveness. Mathematica will
formulate recommendations to the state regarding fair and objective manners to allocate
these awards and make other teacher-focused decisions.

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer



LETTER TO: Sir or Madam

FROM: Barbara Devaney
DATE: May 25, 2010
PAGE: 2

Mathematica is strongly committed to working with NJDoE to improve the effectiveness of
its teachers and the achievement of its students, and to develop knowledge and tools that can
ultimately support educational improvement on a much larger scale. This work is consistent
with Mathematica’s mission to improve public well-being by bringing the highest standards of
quality, objectivity, and excellence to bear in program evaluation and policy analysis.
Mathematica is also extremely well qualified to take on this work. Our substantive expertise in
all of the RTTT assurance areas; extensive experience conducing rigorous evaluations of
educational programs; decades of experience collaborating with education stakeholders at all
levels and using education data and research to inform decision-making; and our 40-year
history as an independent, objective research and consulting firm, headquartered in New Jersey
are all outstanding qualifications that we bring to this partnership.

We look forward to continuing and deepening our partnership with the NJDoE as it seeks
to increase the effectiveness of its schools and teachers, and to dramatically improve student
achievement.

Sincerely,



ten Collett Dell Inc.

Sr. Contract Consultant One Dell Way
Round Rock, Texas 78682
tel +1 512 728 6094

len_collett@dell.com
www.dell.com

Bret Schundler
Commissioner

State of New Jersey
Department of Education
PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

May 26. 2010

Bret,
We wish you the best of luck on obtaining the RTTT Grant for your organization. We want to
convey to you our support for your goals and the initiatives set forth through RTTT.

e Adopting standards and assessments that prepare students to succeed in college and the
workplace and to compete in the global economy;

¢ Building data systems that measure student growth and success, and inform teachers and
principals about how they can improve instruction;

¢ Recruiting, developing. rewarding, and retaining effective teachers and principals,
especially where they are needed most; and -

¢ Turning around our lowest-achieving schools.

Please know that if awarded, we do intend to provide you additiona. discounting for bulk
purchases made through Dell in order to help you achieve your goals and sustain activities after

the 3 years of the grant.
B ettW

ontract Consuttant
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May 20, 2010 -

VIA FACSIMILE: 609 216-7974

The Honorable Bret Schundler
Commissionet

NIJ Department of Education
PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

I am writing on behalf of New Jersey Business & Industry Association to express our
wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the
U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
reforms that our state needs:

Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
mterim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision
making;

Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of
success and global competitiveness.

Senior Vice President

102 West Scate Street, Trenbon, N) 0§60B-1199 + £09-393-7707 + wyww.njbia.org

e
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NEW JERSEY COMMUNITY CAPITAL

16+ 18 WRST TAIAYTTTE STRFET » TRENTON, NEW JurSty 08608 » PHONE: 609.989.7766 » YaX: 609.393.9401 » MAILENJCLF.COA

May 27, 2010

Commissioner Bret Schundler

New Jerscy Depariment of Education

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500 Via I:-Mail and Regular Mail

Re: Race (o the Top Application
Dear Commissioner Schundler:

New Jersey Coromunity Capital ftacilitates the flow of money and knowledge to create wealth and well being
underserved communitics. Since its founding in 1987, New Jersey Community Capital has connmilted financing fov
approximalely 660 projccts totaling nealy $225 million in the housing, community services, and small business
scctors. As a leading financer of charter school facilities, New Jersey Community Capital was awarded an $8.15
million credit enhancement grant fror the United States Department of Education.  Using this granl as Jeverage,
New Jersey Communily Capital has commitied to provide or participate in 31 fransactions which have or will
provide ncarly $55 million of Fnancing and guaranties to support over $100 million of charler school facihtics
project costs. This financing will create or sustain neacly 10,000 charter school scats in New Jersey.

As pact of jits mission, New Jersey Conununity Capital is committed to helping provide high-quality cducational
opportunities and environments for all of New Jersey’s students. Please let this letter express New lersey
Community Capital’s support for the New Jersey Department of Education’s proposal for a Race to the Top award
from the United States Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal (hat accomplishes the reforms that the state needs:
o Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curricelum spinc with both interim and formative
asscssmeuts as (ools (o improve Ieaching and Jearwing;

o Upgradc data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

¢ Make (cachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating quantitiable measures
of student achicvement into their evaluations; and

» Jocus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools (o dramatically improve vesults.

New Jersey Community Capital (ruly hopes that a Race (o the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel this state’s cducation system into a model of success and global
competitiveness.

Sinccrely,

H Tn ,‘-'.“"
L’\a— | ( Vel _'

Waym. T Mcycu *
President

New Jevses Conmmiong Capiiad is e pade e wilized be Conmumine Loim Fuacd of New ferae, T, aal s adlibaed entes Gor e inancl s consuddug frradin t s siaves



NEW IERSFY TECHNOLOGY COUNCII

Simon Nynens, Chalrman & CEO
Wayside Technology Group, Inc
Chaiman

Maxine Ballon
President & CEO

Ghartor Members
Deloile & Touchs LLP
Edison Venlure Fund
Maloy Risk Sarvices
KPMG LLP

Morgan Lewis

PNC Bank N.A.

Amper, Pollizinor & Mattia, PC
Lowonstein Sandler PG

New Jersoy Economi¢c
Development Authotity

PricawatethouseCoopecs LLP
PSE&G

Stovens & Lao

Wachovia

WilhumSmith 1 Brown

Woodcock Washburn LLP

Bret Schundler, Commissioner
NJ Department of Education
100 River View Plaza

P.0. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commisstoner Schundter,

! am writing on behalf of the New Jersey Technology Council to express our
wholehearted support for New Jersey's proposal for a Race to the Top
award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey's proposal is an ambitious and achievab.e proposal that
accomplishes the reforms that our state needs:

¢ Adopt high academic standards tied direclly to a curriculum spine, with
both interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and
learning;

+ Upgrade data systems to directly improve nstruction ang data-based
decision making;

+ Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their
evaluations; and

¢ Focus the necessary talent ang skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramalically improve resulits.

We truly hope that a Race o the Top award will support the implementation
of New Jersey's Education Reform Plan and propel our education system
into a modei of success and global competitiveness.

Very truly yours,

&X\\ ARt S. Q) GQJQ\

Maxine Ballen
Founder, President & CEO

New Jersey Technology Council = 1001 Briggs Road, Suife 280, Mi. Laurel, NJ 08054
phone 856, 787. 9700 1ax 856. 787, 9800 e-meil staff@njtc.org www.njic.org
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A M .
\ .
Vios Presisem veri;on
External Affairs

540 Broad Stresl, Floor 20
Newark, NJ 07102

Phone 973 649-3339
samusl.a.delgado @verizon.com

May 25, 2010

Bret Schundler
Commissioner

State of New Jersey
Department of Education
PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

Verizon New Jersey, Inc. is pleased to support the New Jersey Department of
Education’s Virtual New Jersey (VNJ) Initiative as contained in the Race to the Top
Application. Verizon New Jersey, Inc. through its statewide video franchise has
committed to provide one free Internet service drop to public schools passed by our
FiOs Network.

Discounted ATM and Frame Relay rates are available through 2014 to participating

schools through Verizon’s Access New Jersey Program to support bandwidth for online
learning activities.

Sincerely,

) Mt

cc Dennis Bone
Richard Chapkis
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Honorable Bret Schundler
Commissioncr of Education
New Jersey Department of Education
100 River View Plaza
Trenton, NJ 08625-0300
May 25, 2010

Dear Commidssioner Schundler:

Ou behalf of Apple, I am pleased to offer our support for your Virtmal New Jersey (VNI) initiative as
contained in the state’s Race To The Top application.

This innovative pilot program will supply oanlinc learning opportunities for high-need students in
resource-challenged districts that will be coordinated with teacher professional development focuscd on
improving student achievement using 2 st century teaching strategies.

Apple shares your commitment to promote digital equity through the use of laptops for middie- and high-
school students who lack access to mobile classroom devices. 'We know from experience that technology
is an effective tool to engage and inspire learners of all ages, contributing to higher levels of academic
achievement and raising student aspirations for higher education and the modern workforce.

With over 30 years of experience working with schools, Apple offers cducators a total sotution, from
bardware and software to services—including planning, implementation, proessional development,
digital content, leaming management systems, and technical support. Our suite of digital tools in the
classroom is synonymous with innovation, quality, and ease of use.

Wec applaud your commitinent to robust professional development as a comerstone for effective teaching.
Our PD consultauts are current and former cducators chosen for their expertisc integrating technology
into learning. We focus on your leaming objectives with content aligned to the ISTE Nationa) Technoiogy
Standards for Teachers (NETS-T) and based on effective design standards from the National Staff
Development Council (NSDC).

To help facilitate the launch of Virrual New Jersey, Apple stands ready to assist the state to further the
anticipated educational gains of high-need students.

Thank you for the opportunity to partner with the State of New Jersey and we look forward to helping you
create 21st century leaming environments that advance digital equity and raise academic achievement

levels,
Sincerely,
Barry Wright Aopic
Vice President él"""':"‘igsz- ‘
i NIMIAN A STV B
Education Sales Sz 5
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Dear Commissioner Schundler,

I am writing on behalf of Platinum Minds to express our wholehearted support for New
Jerscy’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.
New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
reforms that our state necds:

Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching aad learning;

Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-bascd deciston
making;

Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations;
and

Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success
and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

Yvette Long
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Brett Schundler

Commissioner

New Jersey Department of Education
P.O. Box 500

Trenton, Mew Jersey 08625-0500

Commissioner Schundler:

Over fourteen years ago, the New Jersey Chamber of Commerce established the New Jersey Chamber
of Commerce Foundation, an independent nonprofit organization dedicated to workforce development.
Because K-12 education is the workforce pipeline, the Chamber Foundation has invested significant
resources into strategic interventions that address the business agenda in education reform,

From that perspective, and on behalf of the Board of Trustees and supporters of the Chamber
Foundation, | am wrlting this letter to express enthusiastic support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race
to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is ambitious but achievable, and would accomplish the reforms that our state
needs, all of which have been long overdue:

s Adopting rigorous academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning,

e Upgrading data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making,

» Making teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations, and

e Focusing the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s Education
Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

Lo

Dana Egreczky
President

216 West State Strect  *  Trenton, New Jersey 08608 * 609-989-7888 * F609-989-9696



Academy for Urban Leadership
Charter High School

149 Kearny Avenue
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861

732-324-2114

May 19, 2010

Bret Schundler
Commissioner of Education
NJ Department of Education
Trenton, New Jersey

| am writing on behalf of Academy for Urban Leadership Charter High School in
Perth Amboy to express our support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the
Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes
the reforms that our state needs:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

e Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision
making;

o Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating guantifiable measures of student achievement into their
evaluations; and

o Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global
competitiveness.

Shirley A. Smoyak, RN, PhD, FAAN
Chair, Board of Trustees

Academy for Urban Leadership CHS
SMOYAK@rci.rutgers.edu

RU Division of Continuing Studies
55 Commercial Ave.

New Brunswick, NJ 08901
732-932-4727, fax: 732-932-4710
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ATLANTIC CAPE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

340 Court House-Dennis Road
Cape May Court House, N 1 08210

May 18, 2010

Dear Secretary:

After a quarter century as a practicing attorney at the Criminal Defense Bar | switched careers
to that of education because | wanted to tackle the problem of wasted young lives from the
cause end and not the consequence end.

Unfortunately too many of our students are still left behind. As educators we need the tools
and the plan to bring all students along into the 21* century world of global competition.

When | [earned of the Obama administrations Race To The Top initiative | was thrilled because
the State of naw Jersey is ideally positioned to make the most out of what is being offered
under this program. It pramises to help each child reach the potential that her/his life contains
given the nurturing and support required for growth and realization.

New Jersey has all the ingredients to implement a plan of true educational raform if given the
tools to do so. Race To The Top would provide those resources.

We in New Jersey can transform our schoals and our childrens’ lives. This is why | support
our state’s reform initiative under Race to the Top. | hope all of New Jersey will joln in the
effort.

Sincerely,

Helen McCaffrey

FAX:609 216 7974



Dear Secretary Duncan:

As the President of Bloomfield College in New Jersey, [ would like to express strong support for
the Partnership to Assess College Readiness and Careers and pledge to work collaboratively with
our K-12 state counterparts and our higher education colleagues across the partnership states to
develop high school assessments that can serve as an indicator of readiness for non-remedial,
credit-bearing, college-level coursework in mathematics and English. We value the promise of
the new Comumon Core State Standards to improve college readiness rates of direct matriculation
high school students and the vision outlined for developing a common college-ready assessment
and creating a strong curticulum core that supports student readiness.

We further recognize that the diverse missions of postsecondary systems and institutions in the
Partnership to Assess College Readiness Careers will determine the specific ways in which this
new assessment will be used for entry level students into postsecondary education. We are,
however, prepared to participate in the design, development, and standard setting process of the
Partnership with the goal of using the new measure(s) as part of our course placement system
once the Partnership has set the college readiness standards for the assessment(s) and we have
reviewed its compatibility with our current successful program.

In the 2008-09 school year, Bloomfield College included 430 direct matniculation students. Of
these direct matriculation students, 75% required at least onc postsecondary remedial cowrse. We
are committed to working with the Partnership to Assess College Readiness and Careers toward
ensuring that students who score college-ready on its end of high school assessments can enter
credit-bearing coursework without remediation at this institution.,

We are prepared to participate with the Partnership to Assess College Readiness and Careers in
the following next steps:

o A collaborative and comprehensive effort by K-12 and higher education faculty and
leaders across the Partnership to Assess College Readiness and Careers on test design and
development.

e A coordinated effort across the consortium to design and participate in validily studies
and comparisons with current placement instruments to ensure that the assessments
developed are an accurate measure of college readiness.

e A thorough, research-based process to establish common achievement standards on the
new assessments that signal students’ preparation for entry Icvel, credit-bearing
coursework,

e Use of the assessment in all parinership states’ postsecondary institutions, along with any
other placement rcquirement established by the IHE or THE system, as an indicator of
students’ readiness for placement in non-remedial, credit-bearing collcge-level
coursework.

We strongly support further work to establish a better aligned P-12 educaton system that will
help all of New Jersey's students graduate from high school ready for college and careers, by
providing students, their parents and their teachers with clear and counsistent information about
what it means and what it takes to be ready for college. We further commit ourselves to work

002€ 13ryu3dsyYT dH WBSH:L 0T02 L2 ReW



collaboratively with our K-12 counterparts to improve associated student outreach, intervention,
and academic preparation programs to ensurc all students have the opportunity to successfully
transition into our postsecondary system.

Thank you for providing the students in our state with the opportunity tc benefit from such an
important collaboration.

0l om—

Name: Richard Levao

Date: May 27, 2010

Title: President, Bloomfield College
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CALDWELL

COL}EGE

May 20, 2010

Bret Schundler

Commissioner of Education

New Jersey State Department of Education
100 River View Plaza, P.O. Box 500
Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Mr. Schundler:

I am writing on behalf of Caldwell College to express our wholehearted support for New Jersey’s
proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Educaticn.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomblishes the reforms
that our state needs:

» Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and leamning;
o Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

e Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global
competitiveness.

Sincerely,

/Ac\.v«»—[‘j}’{gé’—z C V‘( ~

Nancy H. Blattner, Ph.D.
President

Office of the President

120 Bloomficld Avenue « Caldwell, New Jersey 07006-6195
973-G18-3217 » Fax 973-618-3900 « www.caldwell.edu
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May 14, 2010

Dr. Willa Spicer

New Jersey Department of Education
P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Dr. Spicer:

Centenary College is writing this letter expressing our intent to participate in the Race to the Top

Assessment Grant Application.

Sincerely,

fzf il 4/:/&6’ éuﬁg/m@- Ll

Dr. Barbara-Jayge LeWthwaite
President

(and
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400 JEFFERSON STREET | HACKETTSTOWN | NEW JERSEY 07840-2100 | TEL: (908) 852-1400 | FAX. (908) 850-9508



CUMBERLAND COUNTY COLLEGE p

P.O. Box 1500 - College Drive « Vineland, NJ 08362-1500 Ui~ ~
Phone: 856/691-8600, cxt. 201 « Fax: 856/690-08]2 7

Office of the President

May 18,2010 CF EDUCATION

Mr. Bret Schundler, Comissioner
State of New Jersey

Department of Education

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, N.f 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

Cumberland County College is pleased to offer its wholehearted support for New Jersey’s
proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that is tailored to the state’s plan
to:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

o Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

e Focus the neccssary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

A Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s Education Reform
Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global competitiveness.
Sinccerely,
M -
mas A, kékenegbe, Ph.D.
President

¢ Richard Stepura, Ed.D., Executive County Superintendent

PRIDE . SERVICE . EXCELLENCGCE




GEORGIAN COURT UNIVERSITY

A tradition of excellence...a future af success

May 26, 2010

The Honorable Ame Duncan, Secretary
US Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202

Dear Secretary Duncan,

On behalf of Georgian Court University, | write to express support for the Partnership to Assess
College Readiness and Careers initiatives. Specifically, we endorse its willingness and intention to
work in close collaboration with New Jersey institutions of higher education to develop high school
assessments that will evaluate secondary students’ knowledge and skill readiness for non-remedial
college-level coursework in mathematics and English. This initiative, in conjunction with the
alignment of P-12 school curricula with ncw nationally developed Common Core State Standards,
will improve the rates of direct matriculation of high school graduates into credit-bearing courses in
college enabling these students to transition to college more scamlessly and complete their degrees
more quickly.

We are prepared to work collaboratively with our P-12 and higher education colleagues in New
Jersey and across the states to:

* Design and develop assessment instruments mapped to entry-level collcge courses in
mathematics and English;

* Design and implement validity and reliability studies to assure the assessments accomplish the
goal of evaluating readiness for entry-level college courses in mathematics and English; and

»  Consider the use of the assessments as part of our evaluation and placement protocols for
mcoming college students.

We look forward to working in collaboration across New Jersey and other states to smooth
transition to college by increasing the readiness of high school graduates for college-level course
work.

Sincerely,

%/ﬂ/&w [ens

Jacqueline Kress, Ed.D.
Dean and Professor
School of Education

C S. Rosemary E. Jeffries, R.S.M, Ph.D, President, Georgian Court University
Evelyn Saul Quinn, Provost, Georgian Court University

Georgian Court University, 900 Lakewood Avenue, Lakewood, NJ 08701



May 20, 2010

Dear Secretary Duncan:

As the Dean of the College of Education at Kean University in New Jersey, I would like to express strong
support for New Jersey Department of Education’s application for the Race fo the Top competition. Our
faculty pledge to work collaboratively with our PreK-12 state counterparts and our higher education
colleagues across the partnership states to develop high school assessments that can serve as an
indicator of readiness for non-remedial, credit-bearing, college-level coursework in
mathematics and English. We value the promise of the new Common Core State Standards to
improve collcge readiness rates of direct matriculation high school students and the vision
outlined for developing a common college-ready assessment.

We further recognize that the diverse missions of postsecondary systems and institutions in the New
Jersey Deparmment of Education (NJDOE) will determine the specific ways in which these new
assessments will be used. We are, however, prepared to participate in the design, development,
and standard setting process of the New Jersey Department of Education with the goal of using the
new measures as part of our course placement system once the NJDOE has set the college
readiness standards for the assessments. We are committed to working with NJDOE toward
ensuring that students who score college-ready on its end-of-high-school assessments can enter
credit-bearing coursework without remediation at this institution.

We are prepared to participate with NJDOE in the following next steps:

® A collaborative and comprehensive effort by PreK-12 and higher education faculty and
leaders across the state on test design and development.

® A coordinated effort across the consortium to design and participate ir validity studies
and comparisons with current placement instruments to ensure that the assessments
developed are an accurate measure of college readiness.

e A thorough, research-based process to establish common achievernent standards on the new
assessments that signal students’ preparation for entry level, credit-bearing coursework.

® Use of the assessments in all partnership states’ postsecondary institutions, along with
any other placement requirement established by the IHE or [HE system, as an indicator of
students' readiness for placement in non-remedial, credit-bearing college-level
coursework.

We strongly support further work to establish a better aligned P-20 education system that will help
all of New Jersey’s students graduate from high school ready for college and careers, by providing
students, their parents and their teachers with clear and consistent information about what it
means and what it takes to be ready for college. We further commit ourselves to work
collaboratively with our PreK-12 counterparts to improve associated student outreach,
intervention, and academic preparation programs to ensure all students have the opportunity
to successfully transition into our postsecondary system.

Thank you for providing the students in our state with the opportunity to benefit from such an
important ccllaboration.



Signatures for the state of New Jersey:

Name: Date:
Title:
Authorized State IHE
Signature:
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Title: Dear, College of Education, Kean University




ZIy MONTCLAIR STATE Officeofhe President
iE; UNIVERSITY Fax: 973-655-7195

May 24,2010

Commissioner Bret Schundler
State of New Jersey
Department of Education
Office of the Commissioner
100 River View Plaza

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

] am writing as President of Montclair State University to express wholehearted support for New
Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that articulates important reform
initiatives, including:
o Adoption of high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;
o Upgrading data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision
making;
¢ Enhancing teacher and school accountability for student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations;
and
¢ Focusing the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to

dramatically improve results.

A Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s Education Reform Plan
and has the potential to propel our education system into a model of success and giobal
competitiveness.

Sincerely.

= .Gl

Susan A, Cole
President




New Jersey tnstitnre of
N ] l 1'echne logy
Universily Helghts
New Jersey's Science & Newark, NJ 07102-1982
Technolegy University 9713.596.3677

913.596.60h3 fax
emailosla@njit. edn

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE & LIBERAL ARTS Oftice of the Dean

May 25, 2010

Commissioner Bret Schundler,
Commissioner of Education
100 River View Plaza

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

I am writing on behalf of the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) to express our
wholehcarted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S.
Department of Education. The proposal aligns closcly with NJIT s mission and ongoing cfforts
with respect to improving education and fostering economic growth for New Jersey and the
country.
New Jersey's proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms
that our state needs:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and

formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;
e Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; znd

e Focus the nccessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of Ncw Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global
competitiveness.

Sincerely,

Fadi P. Deek
Dean and Professor of Information Systems, Information Technology
and Mathematical Sciences



Pre P

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PROGRAM !N TEACHER PREPARATION

41 William Street, Princeton, NJ) 08540
Tel 609-258-3334 | Fax &09-258-4527 | www.princelon.edu/teacher

May 25, 2010
To Whom It May Cancern:

I am writing on behalf of the Program in Teacher Preparation at Princeton
Unijversity to express our support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top
award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambltious and achievable proposal that accomplishes
the reforms that our state needs:

» Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and
learning;

» Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based
decision making;

» Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their
evaluations; and

¢ Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of
success and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

B halo

jéhn B. Webb, Ed.D.
Director

—eg— e o =

e

Wy

T




May 25, 2010

Dear Commissoner Schundler,

I am writing on behalf of Rider University to express our support for New Jersey’s
proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes
the reforms that our state needs:

v Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with
both interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and leaming;

] Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based
cecision making;

. Make teachers and schools more accountable for student ackievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations;
and

o Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performirg schools to

dramatically improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of
New Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and prope] our education system into a
mode] of success and global competitiveness.

Institution of Higher Education:

Authorized Signature:

o -

Name: Mordechat Rozanski Date: May 25,2010

Title: President
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Rowan 7

University

May 19, 2010

Commissioner Bret Schundler

New Jersey Department of Education
Judge Robert L. Carter Building

100 River View Plaza

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner Shundler:

[ am writing on behalf of Rowan University’s College of Education to express our
wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the
U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes
the reforms that our state needs:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

e Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision
making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievernent by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations;
and

¢ Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of
New Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of
success and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

. a7
Catal (1 dha o
Carol A. Sharp, Ph.D.

Dean

Office of the Dean

College of Education

201 Muliica Hill Road 856-256-4750
Glassboro, NJ 08028-1701 856-256-4818 fax



RUTGE RS

Vice Presid=r for Contmuing Stuches — Old Queens Building - 83 Somerset Sueet - New Brunswick, Nf 08901

May 25, 2010

Bret Schundler
Commissioner

State of New Jersey
Department of Education
PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

The Division of Continuing Studies at Rutgers is pleased to support the New Jersey State Department of Edu-
cation's Virtual New Jersey online learning proposal in its Race To The Top application.

The Division of Continuing Studies at Rutgers is the unit at the University primarily responsible for the de-
ployment of 21 Century online and virtwal teaching and learning strategies. These responsibilities include
the development of staff personne! and extension of best practice pedagogy in coursework, quality assur-
ance, technical support, and learning outcomes assessments.

Accordingly, we are uniquely poised to provide support to the NJDOE regarding online learning opportunities
for high need students in districts panticipating in this program. In addition, we can also suppon the design
and implementation of professional development for teachers that focuses on improving student learning
using 2)st century teaching strategies.

Raphael J. Caprio, Ph.D.

Vice President for Continuing Studies
Professor of Public Administration

Sincerely,



A Office of the Dean www,gse.rutgers.edu
IJ'I GERS Graduate Scheol of Education

l ) Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
Graduate School of Education 10 Seminary Place 732-932-7496, Ext. 8118

New Brunwsick, N) 08901-1183 Fax: 732-932-8206

May 21, 2010

Mr. Bret Schundler, Commissioner of Education
New Jersey Department of Education

PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Mr. Schundler,

[ am writing on behalf of the Rutgers Graduate School of Education to express our support for
New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.
‘New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable one that accomplishes several important
reforms. It helps the state to:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim
and formative assessments that should help improve teaching and learning;

e Upgrade data systems to track graduates of teacher preparation programs to document
the success of our strongest programs; and

e Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

The Rutgers Graduate School of Education prides itself on preparing excellent teachers with a
firm preparation in their subject matter and a strong capacity to individualize education to meet
the needs of all learners. We welcome the opportunity to work with the Department on
developing a continuum of professional learning that will link pre-service preparation with the
continuing professional development of teachers. Such a continuum should prove extremely
beneficial to New Jersey’s teachers.

Sincerely yours,

EU2 DL

Richard De Lisi, Ph.D.
Dean & Professor
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Office of the Chancellor Tel: 973-353-5541
Rutgers, The State Univarsity of New Jersey Fax; 573-353-1048
Unlversity Heights

Room 590, 123 Washington Streat
NEWARK Newark, N] 07102-3094

Commissioner Bret Schundler

New Jersey State Department of Education
100 River View PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

May 24, 2010
RE.: Letter of Support for Race to the Top Grant

Dear Cominissioner Schundler:

I am writing on behalf of Rutgers-Newark, The State University of New Jersey to express
our wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S.
Department of Education.
New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
veforms that our state needs:
e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

e Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

»  Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

¢ Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the imnplementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a mode] of success and global
competitiveness.

Sincerely,

~ T

Stev . Diner
Chancellor
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Ph: 609.652.4521
Fax: 609.652.4945

Office of the Presicent
Herman J. Saatkamp, ., President

THE RICRARD STOCKTON COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY

May 19, 2010

The Honorable Bret Schundler
Commissioner

New Jersey Department of Education
PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Comrnissioner Schundler:

I am writing on behalf of The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey to express our support for
New Jersey's proposal for a Race to the Top Award from the US. Department of Education. We
believe positively this proposal will positively impact ieaching and Jearning for all children in New
Jersey.

New Jersey’s proposal is ambitious, achievable and accomplishes the reforms that our state needs:
« Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

s Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

o Focus the necessary talent and skills on the Jowest performing schools to dramatically
Improve results.

We truly hope that a2 Race to the Top Award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global
competitiveness. Thank yow

Sincerely,

¥

Herman ). S3atkamp, Jr. ¢
President

Ly

www.stockton.edu
P.0. Box 195 Jimmie Leeds Road Pomona NJ 08240
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PO Box 195
Jimmie Leeds Road
Pomona NJ 08240

www.stockton.edu

School of Education

Ph: 609.652.4688
Fax: 609.626.5528

THE RICHARD STOCKTON COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY

May 20, 2010

Dr. Bret Schundler
NJ) Department of Education

PO Box 500
Trenton, N 08625-0500

Dear Dr. Schundler,

I am writing on behalf of the School of Education at The Richard Stockton College of New
Jersey to express our wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top
award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
reforms that our state needs:

e« Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim
and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;
e Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision

making;
o Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations;

and
e Focus the necessary tatent and skills on the lowest performing schools to

dramatically improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global

competitiveness.

Sincerely,

Harvey Kesselman, Ed.D.
Dean of the School of Education



WILLIAM
PATERSON

UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

1600 VALLEY ROAD « PO. BOX 920 « WAYNE, NEW JERSEY 07474-0920
973.720.2137 FAX 973.720.3467 » WWW WPUNJ.EOU

May 20, 2010

Bret Schundler, New Jersey Commissioner of Education
New Jersey Departraent of Education

100 River View Plaza

P. O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler,

William Paterson University wants to express its wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to
the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms that our state
needs:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and formative
assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

o Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating quantifiable
measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

o Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically improve results.

We truly hope that 2 Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey's Education Reform
Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global competitiveness.

As one of the largest producers of teachers in our state, this application is of utmost importance to the College
of Education at William Paterson University as well as to the entire educational system in New Jersey.
Sincerely,

(lidetubasarn’

Dr. Ana Maria Schuhmann

Interim Dean, College of Education
William Paterson University of New Jersey



MONMOUTH School of Education
UNIVERSITY Office of the Dean

where leaders look forward”

May 24, 2010

Commissioner Bret Schundler
NJ Department of Education
100 River View Plaza

P.0. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

[ am writing on behalf of The Schoo) of Education at Monmouth University to express our
support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of
Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that will accomplish the
reforms and outcomes that would highly benefit our P-12 students and schools:

¢ Adopthigh academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning

e Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction that focuses on student
learning and data-based decision making

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating multiple measures of student achievement into their evaluations

¢ Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve student achievement.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey's Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success
that will prepare our P-12 students for global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

A

Dr. Lynn Romeo, Dean
School of Education
732-571-7518

West Long Beanch, New Jersey 07764-1898 Phone: 732-571-7518 Fax: 732-263-5477
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May 25, 2010

Commissioner Bret Schund|er
NIJ Department of Education
P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

1 am writing on behalf of the Camden Center for Youth Development, Inc. to express our
wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the
U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
reforms that our state noeds:

Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both intefim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learming;

Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achicvoment by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schcols to dramatically
improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey’s Education Reform Plap and propel our education system into a model of success
and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

WE reacH sxiLLs For successl

Prone: 856-863-4060
FaX 8634773
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Via Telefax & Regular Mail

Bret Schundler, Commissioner of Education
Office of the Commissioner

100 River View Plaza

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, N.[ 08625

RE: New Jersey’s Proposal for Race to the Top
Dear Commissioner Schundler;

I am writing to cxpress my unqualified support for Ncw Jersey’s proposal for a Race to
the Top Award from the United States Department of Education. [ have heerd your presentation
and read the literature describing the proposed program and [ believe it is a tremendous
opportunity to address the cducational needs of our State.

The program, as | understand it, would adopt high academic standards which would be
coordinated with a curriculum spine which would utilize interim and formative assessments as
tools to improve teaching and learning throughout the State. It would also upgrade data systems
to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making. Importantly, it would make
teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating quantifiable
mcasures of student achievement into teacher and school evaluations. Finaliy, it would focus
nccessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools in our State to dramatically improve
their results.

[ am hopeful and confident that the United Statcs Department of Education will grant to
New Jersey a Race to the Top Award which will help you and the entire educational community
support the implementation of New Jersey’s education reform plan moving our educational
system forward as a model of success.

I commend you for the leadership that you have provided on this important issue and 1
have confidence that you will bring this process to a successful conclusion.

861 ASBURY AVENUE, OCEAN CITY, NJ 08226
609-525-9333 FAX: 609-398-0740
WWW.0Cnj.uS



Bret Schundler, Commissioner of Education
May 18, 2010
Page Two

On behalf of the Ocean City community, ] thank you and compliment you for your
dedication.

Very truly yours,

Sl Foritts

Sal Perillo
Mayor

mayor(@ocnj.us

SP:ac

cc: Senator Jeff VanDrew
Assemblyman Nelson Albano
Assemblyman Matt Mitam
Linda Maclntyre, City Clerk
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2009-2010

Richard G. Bozza
President

Judith Rattner
Vice President

Terry Vanaman Cole
Treasurer

Thomas Barnard
Secretary

Aaron Graham
Past President

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Stephen Blake

Janet Holdcraft

Deborah Evans

Vincent Przybylinski

PROGRAM
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Charles Ivory
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MAILING ADDRESS
New Jersey Council of Education
345 Plainfield Avenue
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

www.njcoe.com

New Jersey Council of Education

AN ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO ENHANCING THE #UB_LIC SCHOOLS

May 24,2010

Mr. Bret Schundler

Commissioner of Education

New Jersey Department of Education
100 Riverview Complex

Post Office Box 500

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

The New Jersey Council of Education was established nearly 125 years ago
as a “cadre of eminent educators” to promote the cause of public ecducation
in New Jersey. The Council provides a forum for thoughtful discusston of
educational issues and the corresponding social, economic and political
conditions and policies which set the framework for implementing
effective education.

The Council remains a statewide organization today which encompasses
education at all levels including elementary, secondary, and college. It
brings together professionals with the roles of school administrator, college
professor, and Department of Education emissary. [t establishes an
environment where members who have diverse backgrounds and
experiences can participate in discussions of mutual interest and concern.

[ am writing to invite you to be the keynote speaker at the October 8, 2010
meeting of the New Jersey Council of Education. New Jersey’s
Commissioner of Education has traditionally served as a keynote speaker at
a meeting of the Council. The Council Officers and Executive Committee
members believe that the fall meeting is a perfect time for you to speak
about your vision for New Jersey education and the reforms which you will
pursuing.

The meeting agenda includes networking at 9 a.m. with the business
meeting beginning at 10 a.m. We have tentatively allocated one hour for
your presentation and discussion with Council members at approximately
11 a.m. We anticipate approximately 125 members to be present at the
meeting which will be held at the Bridgewater Manor located at 1251
Route 202/206, Bridgewater, NJ 08807.

We would be pfeased to have you join us for lunch following the meeting if
your schedule permits you to do so.



NEW JERSEY READING ASSOCIATION
STATE COUNCIL OF THE IRA & AFFILIATE OF NJEA
Legislation & Professional Standards Committtee
Dr. Janice Lake Betts, Chair
217 Marshallville Rd., Woodbine, N] 08270
May 24, 2010

Dear Members of the New Jersey State Department of Education:

I am writing on behalf of New [ersey Reading Association to express our wholehearted support
for New [ersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms
that our state neecs: As literacy educators, we support the highest quality of instruction that
encompasses the following:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim
and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and Jearning with an emphasis
on the learning environment;

o Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into annual reviews of schools; and

e Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global
competitiveness. We offer our professional expertise in shaping this reform effort in the State
of New Jersey. Our belief is that every child is a reader and working together we can make the
necessary changes to accomplish these goals.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Janice Lake Betts, New Jersey Reading Association
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International Education Foundation
2040 Brigge Road, Suite C, Mount Laurel, NJ 08054 856.235.5222 Fax 856.235. 2522

Bret Schundler

Commission of Egucation

New Jeraey Department of Education
Trenton, New Jersey

1 am wiiting on behalf of the International Education Foundation to express our wholehearted
support for New Jersey's proposal for a Race to tha Top award from the U.8. Department of
Education,

New Jersey's proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms
that our state needs:

D Adopt high academlc standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative agsesements as toole to Imprave teaching and lkearning;

0 Upgrade data systems {o directly improve instruction and data-based decision making,

D  Make taachers and achools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantif:able measures of student achievement into thelr evaluations; and

1 Focus the necassary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results,

We truy hope that a Race to the Top award will support the Implementation of New Jersey's
Education Reform Pian and propel our education system into a model of success and global
compeiitiveness.

Vary. iy yours, 5; W
Christine Healay deVaul

Executive Director
international Eduoation Foundation

a wot for profit organlzation



DEMOCRATS

for EDUCATION REFORM

May 25, 2910
Dear Commissioner Schundler,

[ am writing to express Democrats for Education Reform — New Jersey’s strong support of New Jersey's
Race to the Top application to the U.S. Department of Education. Race to the Top offers an
unprecedented opportunity for New Jersey to carn up to $400 million in greatly needed federal funding
while pushing progressive education reform to ensure a better future for our children. New Jersey's plan
promises to place the state in a competitive position. And importantly, the plan offers new hope for the
state’s most underserved students, who we have consistently failed with a broken system.

The proposed reforms in New Jersey's application, which I understand encapsulate your vision for the
state’s education system regardless of a Race to the Top win, are essential if we ever hope to move toward
a system that unquestionably provides all children with a high quality education. Critical components of
the applicztion include:

s Using effective data systems to track student achievement and growth

e Revising teacher tenure laws to ensure recipients are meeting students” acadcmic needs

¢ Linking at least 51% of teacher and school leader evaluations (o student achicvement

e Implementing merit pay, based on student achievement data including growth, to reward great
teachers and school leadership

e Incenting highly effective teachers to enter classrooms of underperforming districts where
students need them most

e Honestly assessing failing schools and executing transformational plans to break the cycle of
failure

The proposed reforms in the Race to the Top application will move New Jersey in the right direction.
Democrats for Education Reform — New Jersey is calling on the state’s leaders to take action to
implement the plan quickly. We look forward to ongoing discussions and passage of all necessary
legislation to support execution. We also look forward to additional reforms that would build on the
plan’s solid foundation, notably the efficient use of public school space, including the provision of unused
space to public charter schools.

New Jersey has a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to bring true education reform to our state, and it begins
with this anplication and your continued leadership and drive to do what's best for our children.

Sincerely,

.

Vo ¥ Ll ,
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Kathleen Nugent
New Jersey State Director
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Excellent Education for Everyone

45 Academy Street, Suite 501

Newark, New Jersey 07102-2900

Phone: 973.273.7217 Fax: 973.273.7222
Website: www.NJE3.org

Offices in Camden

Dear Commissioner Schundler,

I am writing on behalf of Excellent Education for Everyone (E3), to cxpress our
wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the
U).S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
reforms that our state needs:

o Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve {eaching and learning;

e Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision
raking;

o Make tcachers and schools more accountable {or student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable mcasures of student achievement into their evaluations;
and

e Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
cramatically improve resulls.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success
and global competitiveness.

Derrell Bradford
Executive Director
E3

Y-
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New Jersey Charter School Resource Center
Center for Effective School Practices

May 19, 2010

Commissioner Bret Schundler
Office of the Commissioner
100 River Viaw Plaza

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

Thank you very much for the opportunity to support the efforts of the State of New Jersey in procuring
Race to the Top funds from the United States Department of Education. As the Director of the New
Jersey Charter School Resource Center at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey (Rutgers
University—CESP), ] am inspircd by your ambitious plan to position New Jersey as a national lcador
in education reform.

New Jersey’s proposal complemented by your proven leadership in education reform will enable the
state to realize the large-scale transformation that our state education system so desperately needs.

] support the state plan to:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly Lo a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and leaming;

o Upgradc data systems to directly improve instruction and data-bascd decision making;

» Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into thcir evaluations; and

e Focus the nccessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically improve
rosults.

Without reservation, I support the bid of the State of New Jersey for the Race to the Top grant with
complete confidence that the proposed initiatives will thrive and exceed expectations with your
leadership.

Yours truly,

Heather R. Ngoma

THL STATe UNIVERSIY OF NCW JERSCY

RUTGERS

An off-campusz division of the Graduate Schaol of Fdueuation
30 Cottomanl Lane, Suite 110 ¢ Somerser, NJ ORET3 ¢ Tel. (732) 36 19087 ¢ Iax (732) S0 10009

hap/wawwonjeharterschools.ore
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Newark "
Charter

School
Fund

S Liescoint ark Suiter 300
Nevwark N 07102
973-733-2285
A70-795-7200 tnx
nesfund.org

May 25, 2010

The Honorable Arne Duncan

Secretary, United States Departmeant of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear Sceretary Duncan:

The Newark Charter School Fund (NCSF) strongly supports the State of New Jersey's
application for the second round of the Race to the Top grant competition. Since 2008, NCSF
has made investments to support the quality and sustainability of charter schools in Newark,
New Jersey. Moreover, NCSY is dedicated to creating a thriving public school sector in Newark
that prepares all students for college and work.

NCSF was pleased to partner with the State on this application by providing research on best
practices and emerging innovations. Comunissioner Schundler and his team have incorporated
this research into the application as well as the Commissioner’s education reform agenda. As a
result, both New Jersey's application and education reform agenda include ambitious yet
achievable reforms that will improve outcomes for our students.

In particular, in Newark two significant challenges to charter school growth are recruiting
teachers and leaders and accessing safe and affordable facilities. These challenges arc often
shared by the Newark school districl as well as other urban schoo) districts. ‘The State seeks to
confront these challenges in its proposal. Furthermore, the new incentive and accountatrlity
structures included New Jersey’s proposal will help to address additional challenges that schools
and districts face.

In New Jersey, the Race to the Top has helped to spark extensive dialogue about education
relorm, und this dialogue appears likely to generate policy changes in upcoming months. Race
to the Top funding will help to ensure that these reforms become a reality and have meaningful
impacts for students in New Jersey, particularly in urban areas like Newark.

Sincerely,

Jldr—

Mashea M, Ashton
CEO, Newark Chanter School Fund
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Achievement'

ol New Jerses, Lo

4365 Route 1 South
Princeton, NJ (08540
P 605.419.0404

May 24, 2010
Dear Commissioner Schundler,

I am writing on behalf of Junior Achievernent of New Jersey to express our wholehearted
support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of
Education. Our organization is in complete agreement that 215 century skills are vitally
important to improving the quality of education in New Jersey and better preparing our future
workforce. Examples of 21 century skills are as follows:

e Global awareness/ financial, economic, business, and entrepreneurial literacy/ civic
literacy

e Learning & innovation skills - creativity and innovation skills/ critical thinking and
problem solving skills/ communication & collaboration skills

o Life & career skills - flexibility & adaptability/ initiative & self direction/ social
skills/ accountability / leadership & responsibility skills

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms
that our state needs:

¢ Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim
and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

e Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

¢ Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global
competitiveness.

Sincerely,

(’ aﬂ‘l\ﬁw'ﬁ:ﬂiﬂmﬂ-‘

Catherine Milone
President
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49 North Warren Streel :
| Tremton. New Jersey 08608
e 60Y-989-1126

F.\_: >

May 20, 2010

The Honorable Bret Schundler
Commissioner of Education
P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

On behalf of the New Jersey Catholic Conference, representing the Catholic Bishops of New
Jersey, [ wish to express our support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from
the United States Department of Education. We write this lctter as a result of the number of
Catholic children attending public schools in New Jersey. However, we continue to express our
disappointment and concern that nonpublic school students are cxcluded from the Race to the
Top program as a result of the decision of President Barack Obama and Secretary Arne Duncan.

We believe that your proposal for adopting high academic standards tied to a curriculum spine,
upgrading data systems to improve data-based decision making, and accountability for teachers
and schools for student achievement represent benchmarks for success. Furthermore, we believe
that the entire vision of education which you have articulated over the last several months, with
the clear and forceful support of Governor Chris Christie, will result in an improved public
education system in New Jersey. We do, however, ask for your personal support at the federal
level for equitable participation of nonpublic school teachers and students in future programs,
particularly the reauthorization of No Child Left Behind.

We wish you the best of luck throughout the application process. If 1 personally may be of any
additional assistance to you, please do not hesitate to call me.

With every personal best wish, permit mc to remain

Very cordially yours

( y) o ‘/ K , et
Ké('ﬂ-://{/(‘ / ( »‘ﬂ/sz(:/./

George V. Corwell, E4.D.
Director: Office of Education

GVC:ac

emailed Communication

Represening tie Arehdiorese of Newark, Diocese of Camden, Biocese of Melueden,
Diocese o1 Patersou. Diacese of Tremon. Byzantine Catholic bparchy ol {"issaie and
Our Lady of Deliveranee Syrine Catholic Dineese
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Dear Mr. Schundier:

Robert T. Healey

Chaman

! am writing on behalf of the Catholic School Development Program, a program of the
intemational Education Foundation of which | am the Founder, to express our wholehearted
support for New Jersey's proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of

Education.

New Jersey's proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the

reforms that our State needs:

« Adort high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and

formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;
Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating

quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

» Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically

improve results.

We truly hope that a Race 1o the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global

competitiveness.

Very truly yours,

Girsiny

Robert T. Healey

573 Eayrestown Road » Lumberton, NJ 08048 « 609-267-2458 = Fax 609-261-0799

E-mail: rthealey @comcast.net
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VHS.

Vintual High School
Glubal Consortium

p
May 26, 2010

Bret Schundler
Commissioner

Statc of New Jersey
Department of Educalion
PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Comruissioner Schundler:

Virtual Eligh School Global Consortium (VHS Inc.) s pleased to support the New Jersey
State Department of Education's Virtual New Jersey online learn:ng proposal in its Race
To "The Top application.

Virtual High School is a non-profit organization partnering with schools to provide high-
quality online education for students and 21* century professional development for
teachers. Currently over 650 schools participate in the VHS collaborative and

approximately 13,000 students from 32 states and 61 intcrnatione! schools take VHS
courscs.

Accordingly, we are uniquely poised to provide support to the NJDOE regarding online
learning opportunities for high need students in districts participating in this program. In
addition, we can also support the design and implementation of professional development
for teachers that focus on improving student learning using 21% czntury teaching
stratcgies.

e =
£
il
X

Sincerely,

Liz R. Pape
President
Virtual High School, Inc.

VNS INC. 4 Clock Tower Place, Suite 510. Mavnard. MA (1754 T Q7R.2Q7.1000 11 672807 N02A wwa.s =M UE ~n



66 Morris Avenue
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“ l Gcn ' y it Springfield, NJ 07081
GASOUNE RETAILERS

MRCITON Phone: 973-376-0066

AND ALLIED TRADES

| s - s Fax: 973-376-0766

4 Web: www.njgca.org

May 21, 2010

Bret Schundler
Commissioner of Education
NJ Department of Education
£.0. Box 500

Trenton, NJ G8625-0500

Dear Mr. Schundler,

It is with great enthusiasm that | write this letter to endorse New Jersey’s asplication to compete
for a Race ‘o the Top Award from the U.S. Department of Education. My organization
represents over 1500 Small Business empioyers that are thirsting for a fresh girection in New
Jersey Public Education.

My members operate gasoline service stations and auto repair shops all across NJ. The comer
gasoline service station is the gquintessential small business of America. My members have
sought to be good stewards of the community and have encouraged many local high school and
college students by giving them their first opportunity to be employed. These Small Business
owners have themselves been teachers and mentors to many of the community’s young people.
For far too long they have had to train young people to do fundamental tasks of the trade. Over
the years it became clear that elementary educations skills were seriously deficient in efforts to
train young employees for entry level positions.

Today even pumping gas requires basic reading skills and math abilities. Sophisticated
computerized pumps and environmental monitoring systems must be understood and operated
properly in order to maintain even mediocre performance in a "gas station”. | often ask
educators, “If someone does not possess the basic skills necessary to purrp gas, then how is it
possible for that person to ever be employed in an occupation with any degree of competence?”

Learning of President Obama’s initiative called Race fo the Top, has finally created some hope
that ALL Public Education Systems will begin a serious competition to elevate students to a
superior level of education and knowledge. Motivating educators to excel is long overdue.
Providing educators the tools necessary to excel is a commitment that is also long overdue.
New Jersey’s application has impressed me because it does both, and continues beyond.

The idea of creating Master Teachers gives great hope to the Small Business Community that
one day reliable and competent young employees may be readily available, and easily recruited
from New Jersey's High Schools and Colleges.

New Jersey's Department of Education has crafted an exciting application that marries all
aspects of an ambitious and futuristic Public Education System.

The goal of making New Jersey’s High School graduates both College and Career Ready is
worthy and achievable.



Identifying and assessing students will measure their readiness to apply for entry level positions
in the workforce. New Jersey’s proposal to have Stakeholder involvement is a creative means
to determine just how effective education reforms have worked in order to achieve the goal of
“College and Career Ready.” The Smalt Business community is prepared to partner with you
and is an eager Stakeholder.

Competition and incentive are ingredients that have made entrepreneurship and Small Business
thrive in New Jersey. New Jersey’s application to compete for Race fo the Top funds will inject
into education the same ingredients that have made businesses of all sizes a generator of the
prosperity we enjoy as a nation and as a state.

Generally the lowest performing schools of New Jersey can be found in economically deprived
regions. New Jersey's application for Race to the Top includes a focus that will dramatically
improve the resuits among those schools that have not performed well. tmagine the economic
empowerment that young people can achieve once the level of their education improves in
these geographic regions of our state.

[ mentioned earlier that employees that struggle in entry level jobs because they lack the proper
fundamentals of education are doomed to a life of hardship and failure. However, | have
members that operate auto repair shops that require technicians who possess extremely high
math and reading skills. Computer systems that control virtually every system of today’s
automobile, and the sophisticated equipment required to fix them must be worked on with
extreme competence. An excellent education in fundamental skills like math and reading are
imperative.

Many years ago | was one of those who operated a gasoline service station. | was frustrated to
have seemingly nice high school students unable to perform even the mosi menial of tasks.
This caused me to visit the educators that were responsible for teaching my employees the
skills t had determined were seriously lacking. Their unwillingness to cooperate with me or even
discuss problems with me made me feel as if these educators were incapable or unwilling to
teach with excellence or enthusiasm.

| would have loved to have an education system in place back then that would have motivated
and rewarded the teachers | dealt with to becoming Masters of their trade. Years later | am
confidant that New Jersey’s application to be awarded a Race to the Top grant will in fact create
and develop many of our educators into Masters.

| truly hope that a Race fo the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global
competitiveness. My entire organization and | are rooting for your success.

Sincerely,
B
.0
W (Y
Sal Risalvato

Executive Director
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Cool Kind Kid
A NJ Non-Profit Corporation

. f e 17 W. 8th Street
- .J JL3 R R Ocean City, NJ 08226
ANNERS @ Tel: 809-398-1840

. - 1-866-KID-KIND (1-866-543-5463)
" 8 “Gool Kind W

www.TannersManners.com
www.CoolKindKid.com

Social Skills that Shape Futures bailmour@CoolKindKid.com
and Prevent Bullying
Dear Sirs:

I am writing on behalf of Cool Kind Kid, A NJ Non-Profit Corporation, to express our wholehearted
support for New Jersey's proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of
Education.

New Jersey's proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms that our
state needs:

* Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim and
formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

» Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

» Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations; and

¢ Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically improve
results.

We truly hope that 2 Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan and propel our ¢ducation system into a model of success and global
competitiveress.

[We are the creators and developers of social skills, character values, and anti-bullying curriculum
materials for early elementary students. From successful pilot studies and feedback from districts
using our programs, we have seen changed behavior as kids learn social skills tools that proactively
address bullying and violence issues. Recent research is supporting the need for “social competence

training” to make the positive changes in kids® behavior to both address bullying, and to secure their
successful futures.

Through award-winning music, fun activities, and teacher-friendly materials, we are seeing kids reject
bullying and being bullied. Our programs, under the banner of Tanner's Manners: Be a “Cool Kind
Kid,” are helping kids learn that “the kind kid is the cool kid, not the bully.” As we redefine “cool,”
kids are seeing that they can be both cool and kind. ]

Sincerely,

w.@m
B

atbara Gilmour
Executive Director
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MORRIS COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

May 24, 2010

Commissioner Bret Schundler
Department of Education
State of New Jersey

PO Box 500

Trentor, NJ 08625-0500

Dear Commissioner S¢chundiler;

On behalf of the Morris County Chamber of Cammerce, 1 want to express our support for New
Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.3. Department of Education. The
competitive world we live in requires that we maximize the ability of every student to succeed
during their K-12 expetience. New Jersey’s proposal is ambitious and achievable and it provides
necessary reforms that will drive data based decisions, increased accountability and improved
educational outcomes including:

» The adoption of high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

» Data systems upgrades to directly improve instruction and provide real information that
can assist in evaluating educational! impacts and best practices;

* Increased accountability for teachers and schools through quantifiable measures of
student achievernent;

+ A new focus on providing the talents and skills needed to assist the lowest performing
echoole to dramatically imprive reanita inclnding teacher bonnses:

Although we have pockets of educational achievement and success across our state, far too many
of our students are not ready for college and they do not have the skills that employers expect.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will suppott the implementation of New Jersey’s
Education Reform Plan. We owe a future of opportunity and hope to every student in our state
and we cannot be proud of our curtent system which leaves so many children ill prepared for the
demanding marketplace they will face,

With best regards,

Faul A. Boudreau
President

325 Columbia Turnpike, Suite 101, Florham Park, NJ 07932 + 973-530-3882 + 973-377-0858 Fax
www.morrtschamber.org
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OCEAN CITY REGIONAL

Chamber of Commerce

AND VISITORS SERVICES

May 19, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing on behalf of Ocean City Regional Chamber of
Commerce to express our wholehearted support for New Jersey's

proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of
Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal
that accomnplishes the reforms that our state needs:

»  Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum
spine, with both interim and formative assessments as tools to
improve teaching and learning;

o Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and
data-based decision making;

s Make teachers and schools more accountable for student
achievement by incorporating quantifiable measures of student
achievement into their evaluations; and

» Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing
schools to dramatically improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the
implementation of New Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel
our education system into a mode] of success and global
competitiveness.

President

16 E Ot Street, Ocean City, New .Ierseg 08296
(609) 399-1412 » Fax (600) 508-3032

Emeail: info@oceancitychamber.com o Website: www.oceancitychamber.com
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~€ Mercer Regional
\ CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Get Connected. Get Results.

May 20, 2010

Commissioner Bret Schundler
Department of Education

PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler,

I am writing on behalf of The Mercer Regional Chamber of Commerce to express our
wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S.
Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
reforms that our state needs:

» Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

» Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision
making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations;
and

¢ Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schoois to
dramatically improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey's Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success
and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

it

chele N. Siekerka, Esq.
President and CEO

1A Quakerbridge Plaza Drive, Suite 2
Mercerville, New Jersey 08619-1248
Phone: (609) 689-9960 » Tax: (609) 586-2989

www.metcerchamber.org

TOTAL P.&82
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May 24, 2010

The Honorable Brett Schundler
Commissioner, Department of Education
State of New Jersey

100 Riverview Plaza

PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

The Burlington County Chamber of Commerce wholeheartedly supports New Jersey’s
proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the
reforms that our state needs:

e Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

e Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision
making;

e Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their evaluations;
and

e Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve results.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success

and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

sti M. oweé-i Eega \W

esident / CEO
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WARREN COUNTY REGIONAL

CHAMBER OF ‘COMMERCE
June 25, 2010

Dear Commissioner Schundler,

[ am writing on behalf of the Warren County Regional Chamber of Commerce to
express our wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top
award from the U.S. Department of Education, Our members are excited to see the
vision that our state is giving to meet the needs of our children through this
proposal,

New Jersey’s proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes
the reforms that our state needs:

¢ Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both
interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and
learning; '

s Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based
decision making;

¢ Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their
evaluations; and

« Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve results.

*  Work on consolidation and shared-services to reduce costs and improving
efficiencies.

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
|ersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of
success and global competitiveness.

Sincerely,

T

Raberr L. Goltz, [OM

President/CEQ

Visit us ot www.wiarrsncountychomberorg

10 Brass Castle Ral.. Washington, NJ 07882 = 908-835-9200 » Fax: 908-835-9296 + E-mail; info@warrencountychamberorg
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May 24, 2010

M. Norris Clark

NJ Dcpartrment of Education
P.0. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Dcar Nonis:

On behalf of the Cape May County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, I am
pleased {o express our support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award
from the U.S. Department of Education.

The students of today are our employees, business owners, care givers, teachers, and
clected officials of tomorrow. The Cape May County Chamber of Commerce has a long
standing vested interest in assuring tha( our students are offered the opportunity and skills
needed to prepare them for the work force.

Please keep us informed regarding the success of this application.
Sincepely,

Vick T. Clark, IOM
President

The mission of the Cape May County Chasnber of Commerce is 1o be the voice of the business community
by promoting tourism aud economic development through legislative advocacy, marketing services,
nelworking opportunilies and educational programs for member businesses.
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30 W. Lafayetle Street
Trenton, NJ 08608 =
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FOOD SR

[COUNCIL |

May 24, 2010

Commissioner Bret Schundler
Department of Hducation

PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Schundler:

On behalf of the New Jersey Food Council (NJFC), we write in support of New Jersey’s
application for a Race 1o the Top award from the US Department of Education.

The NJFC represents the alliance of food retailers and their supplicr partners, with total
sales of over $100 billion a year in New: Jersey, Qur.industry requires a work(orce with a
solid educational background in order Lo succced in this global and technology based
economy. In order to have a preparcd labor force, we necd to ensure our education
system is successful. This is why the NJFC supports the educalional reforms proposed
under the Race to the Top application.

New Jersey’s proposal is both ambitious and achievable, The reeded reforms it offers
will bring high academic standards tied directly to the curricalum; nnprove teacher
reviews and performance; upgrade our ability to track studenit progress; and attraci great
tcaching talent into our most at-rigk schools, The NJ I'ood Coungil and ils members traly
believe that being honored with a Race ro the Top award will propel New Jersey’s
education system forward towards greater success.

Should you wish to discuss our support for New Jersey’s application further, please do
not hesitate to contact us, We wish you the best during this cornpetitive application
process.

Sincerely,

Jim McCaffrey Phil Scaduto Lirda Doherty
Chairman Vice Chairman Prasident
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May 19, 2010

Mr. Bret Schundler
Commissioner Education

N] Department of Education
Trenton, New Jersey 08650

FAX: 609-216-7974 Attention: Jennifer

I am writing on behalf of United Neighbors Improving Today's Equality (U.N.LT.E.) to express our
wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a Race to the Top award from the U.5.
Department of Education.

New Jersey's proposal is an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes the reforms that

our state needs:

L) Adopt high arademic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with both interim
and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and learning;

* Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based decision making;

#»  Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by incorporating
quantiflable measures of student achievement Into their evaluations; and

s  Focus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to dramatically
improve results,

We truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New Jersey's
Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model of success and global

competitiveness,

Sincerely,

Rev. Glenn J. Wilson,
President of UN.LT.E.

C¢: James Waters, President Lakewood-Ocean County Chapter of NAACP
File

-B1
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COUNTY of CAPE MAY
RITA MARIE FULGINITI, COUNTY CLERK
JO ANN HUNT
DEFUTY COUNTY CLERK

Location: Telephone: (609} 465-1010 [ ] Fax: (609) 465-8625 Mailing Address:

7 North Main Street E-mail: coclerk@co.cape-may.nj.us P.O. Box 3000

(Cape May Court House Website: www.capemaycountygov.net Cape May Court House
Mew Jersey 08210 New Jersey 08210-5000

FROM:  RITA MARIE FULGINITI, CAPE MAY COUNTY CLERK (\%ﬁ/
RE: SUPPORT FOR NJI’S PROPOSAL FOR RACE TO THE TOP

DATE: MAY 24, 2010

I am writing to express my wholehearted support for New Jersey’s proposal for a
Race to the Top award from the U.S. Department of Education.

New Jersey's proposal 1s an ambitious and achievable proposal that accomplishes
the reforms that our state needs:

» Adopt high academic standards tied directly to a curriculum spine, with
both interim and formative assessments as tools to improve teaching and
leaming;

o Upgrade data systems to directly improve instruction and data-based
decision making;

» Make teachers and schools more accountable for student achievement by
incorporating quantifiable measures of student achievement into their
evaluations; and

» TFocus the necessary talent and skills on the lowest performing schools to
dramatically improve results.

I truly hope that a Race to the Top award will support the implementation of New
Jersey’s Education Reform Plan and propel our education system into a model] of
success and global competitiveness.

/frmf
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FROM SOUTH JERSEY TO YOU

DOE wise to pursue Race to
the Top

May 21, 2010

Federal program to fund innovation in schools
would help with needed reforms in New Jersey,

Every president tries to extend a hand to local
public schools across the country and improve
student performance. President Barack Obama is
doing so through his Race to the Top program, a $4
billion initiative that will send extra federal money

to states that employ innovative new techniques for
charting and improving student performance.

For New Jersey, up to $400 million would be
available, and the state is applying for the money --
this time without opposition from the state’s largest
teachers union ang with full support from the
Legislature.

School districts need to sign on by Tuesday, when
the state must have its preliminary application
completed. As of Thursday, only 22 districts out of
more than 600 in the state had returned their
memorandums of understanding.

We strongly encourage superintendents, school
board presidents and local teachers union leaders
across South Jersey o complete the memorandum of
understanding and return it to ithe state Department
of Education before Tuesday. New Jersey's Race to
the Top application proposes several worthwhile
reforms in line with Obama's goals of improving
standards and student assessment, developing
better data systems to chart student performance,
measuring the performance of teachers and
administrators and turning around chronically
troubled schools through radical changes or

closing them.

Some of New Jersey's declared goals that we think
make the state worthy of receiving a Race to the Top
grant;

Investment in technology {0 improve school district
data systems.

Improving teacher and principal evaluations by
establishing a state framework that bases at least
half of the evaluation score on student achievement

and high quality teaching and leadership practices.

Changing how tenure is granted to teachers so that
it is based more on classroom effectiveness, rather
than just time elapsed in the job.

Merit pay -- good teachers who demonsirate a clear
ability to raise student performance levels would get
a bonus. Half of the bonus pool would be
apportioned to individual teachers or teacher teams,
the other half would go to schools for locally
determined distribution to teachers.

Bonuses and job security for top teachers to go to
struggling schools where good teachers are
needed. Top teachers could leave their suburban
districts for a year or two to teach in Camden or
another troubled district for higher pay. They would
be guaranteed the ability to return to their suburban
district and not lose their tenure or seniority.

The goals Democratic President Obama has set forth
in Race to the Top and Republican New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie have set forth for improving

education, particularly in urban areas, are
amazingly similar. There’s a recognition that, with
failing schools, major changes are needed --

smaller [earning communities, charter schools,
better teachers, eic. Race to the Top is program
designed to foster such change. We're glad New
Jersey is applying for the grant and we urge local
school officials to help with the bid by submitting
their memorandums of understanding before
Tuesday.

Advertisement

Mom Dilemma #36:
Your daughter insists

on wearing her princess
costume to the grocery
store. Allow it or not?
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Support Christie, Schundler
in pursuit of NJ education
reform

AN ASBURY PARK PRESS EDITORIAL « May 10,
2010

Gov. Chris Christie and Bret Schundler, his
commissioner of education, have a sweeping vision
for improving the quality of education in New Jersey
— one that would benefit all of the state's students

sense reform agenda deserves bipartisan support.

On Thursday, in a meeting with the Asbury Park
Press editorial board, Schundler unveiled some of
the reforms in broad strokes. Many dovetail with
New Jersey's forthcoming application for the second
round of the Obama administration's "Race to the
Top" education reform grants.

Many of Schundler's ideas should have resonance
with urban parents fed up with their child being
trapped in failing, substandard and wastefully
expensive schools year after year, and with any
parent who feels the school sysiem has failed to
help their child reach his or her full potential.

Quality education hinges on quality
teachers

An almost blindingly obvious fact that seems to
elude so many is one Schundler repeatedly
emphasizes: that study after study confirms that the
key to quality education is quality teaching. Many of
his proposed reforms, consequently, focus on
working to recruit, reward and retain the best
teachers.

Among the items on Schundler’s reform “To Do" fist:

Establish a merit pay system. The best teachers
should be rewarded when thelr students excel or
show dramatic improvement.

Rewrite tenure rules The tenure system must be
changed to allow school districts to weed out poor
performers.

Develop ongoing in-house training for teachers.
Techniques matter. Average teachers can be

and reward the state’s best teachers. Thair common-

transformed into good ones with the proper
guidance.

Establish a centralized database where school,
teacher and student progress car be quantified,

Broaden the pool of those who may be considering
teaching as a career.

Many of Schundler's proposed reforms are
remarkably similar o the ideas found in the Obama
administration's “Race to the Top” fact sheet. Among
its goals: "Designing and implementing rigorous
standards and high-quality assessments (ang)
attracting and keeping great teachers and leaders in
America's classrooms, by expanding effective
support to teachers and principals; reforming and
improving teacher preparation; revising teacher
evaluation, compensation, and retention policies to
encourage and reward effectiveness . . . (and)
supporting data systems that info-m decisions and
improve instruction . . . assessing and using data to
drive instruction, and making data more accessible
to key stakeholders.”

Every governor pays lip service to education reform,
but often little is accomplished.

This may be the moment in which real reform will
happen.

New Jersey's students deserve it.
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Evarything Jersay

Racing to school reform: Obama and NJ Gov. Chris Christie in
rare agreement on schools

By Star-Ledger Editorial Board
May 25, 2010, 5:45AM

With a deadiine looming in one week, Education Commissioner
Bret Schundler is sprinting around the state trying to rally support
for his effort to win up to $400 million in education grants through
President Obama’s Race to the Top initiative.

It's going to be rough going. New Jersey didn’t come close to
winning the first round of this competition in the spring.

But we should be rooting for Schundler on this, and not only
because we need the money. He and Gov. Chris Christie are
pushing the state in the same direction that President Obama is

Tony Kurdzuk/The Star-

pushing the nation — toward schools that are focused like a laser Ledger

on student performance, even if that upsets the reactionary e

education establishment. New Jersey Education Commissioner Bret
Schundler

Race to the Top rewards states that embrace that approach. The

reforms include merit pay for teachers, looser tenure protections and layoffs based on performance rather
than seniority. Talented teachers would get an extra bonus for teaching in struggling districts, and
innovative charter schools would be encouraged.

The state would build a database on student performance that would finally tell us definitively which reforms
are working, and which teachers lift student performance.

“Without that, it doesn't really matter how much you spend on the car you are likely to crash,” says
Schundler.

Navigating the poilitics of this will be tough. Washington wants states to win broad support for their reforms.
But if Schundler waters down the reforms to achieve consensus, New Jersey may again lose out to states
that propose bolder reforms. That’s his challenge.

Schundler won passage of a tepid resolution in the Leglislature last week, but will seek something more
specific from legislative leaders this week. He has also been meeting with union officials as well.

Our hope is that he doesn’t yie!d too much. Education Secretary Arne Duncan made it clear after the first
round that he wants states to be bold, even if it costs union support.

Even then, we may be lcoking at long odds. The teachers union got most of the blame when we lost the first
round, but the truth is that they deserve only a share. The judges also felt our Department of Education,
depleted by years of budget cuts, lacked the capacity to see through reforms,

Win or iose, though, it is refreshing to see this new bipartisan consensus aroung sensible education reform.
Obama and Christie, perfect together.

© 2010 NJ.com. Ali rights reserved.
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Senate Republican News
KEAN PUSHING "RACE TO THE TOP" APPLICATION

Grant Could Bring $400 Million to NJ Schools

Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean (R-Union) has been leading a bipartisan effort to
support New Jersey's Phase Il federal Race to the Top Application. The Race to the Top Fund
provides competitive grants to encourage and reward States that are creating the conditions
for education innovation and reform. If successful, the grant could bring up to $400 million in
federal funding to the state's cash-strapped public schools over the next four years.

"I believe, especially in our current fiscal situation, it is imperative to make every effort to
apply for all of the federal aid for which we are eligible, " Kean stated. "Applying for these
funds will positively impact student performance, prevent teacher layoffs and give much
needed reprieve to property taxpayers."

Kean, who is a member of the Senate Education Committee, sponsored a bipartisan
resolution that supported the state's entry in the Race to the Top competition. The resolution
passed the Senate unanimously last week.

"It is very important to the grant process that we show strong bipartisan support, as that
will give the state a better opportunity to be rewarded a grant, " Kean continued.

New Jersey's application outlines steps to turn around struggling schools, create incentives
and accountability measures for teachers, track student learning growth and improve overall
educational services across the state. The New Jersey Education Association has also agreed
to support the state's application and has recommended local associations do the same.

" The education of our children needs to be a cooperative, bipartisan effort and this
application reflects this understanding, " Kean concluded. "By aggressively pursing the Race to
the Top funding we are continuing to demonstrate our commitment to New Jersey's students."



Garden State Coalition of Schools/GSCS

204 West States Street. Trenton, N.J. 08608

gs¢s2000@gmail.com 609394 2828 732618 5755 www,gscschools.arg
Via email May 27,
2010

Dear Commissioner Schundier,

After considerable deliberation, the Garden State Coalition of Schools Board of Trustees has agreed to
support the New Jersey’s proposal to U.S. Department of Education for a Race to the Top grant. The
Board believes that the principles behind the proposal are sound and doable.

This endorsement relies on GSCS being part of the process that defines the actual details that will ensure
that these goals will reflect the principles and outcomes for quality education achievement expressed in
New Jersey’s Race to the Top proposal. For example, linking student learning outcomes to professional
performance evaluation is a core element of the state’s application. We are especially interested in the
NJ DOE developing and deploying 21st century assessments of 21st century learning, and in using this
information as a basis for professional performance evaluation and professional development.

With the understanding that the application’s key principles will become the occasion for principled
discussions about operational details, GSCS believes that New Jersey’s Race to the Top proposal will
promote:

o the adoption of high academic standards, enabled by a curriculum that allows for
learning and teaching skills to move forward together, while supporting an assessment
system that provides feedback in a timely and regular manner. At the same time, this
instructional setting seeks to provide the flexibility required to actively engage students
in learning on an everyday basis.

e upgrading of New Jersey’s data system so that it can be the high-level instrumental
mechanism needed to improve student learning and appropriately inform decision-
making.

o the delivery of a new level of accountability to our schools, via quantifiable and fair measures,
including teacher effectiveness as tied to student learning.

e improved resuits in our low performing schools, while seeing that effective practices and
increased student improvement remain the common denominator for all New Jersey schools.



GSCS recognizes that the Race to the Top award can be the key to the implementation of the New Jersey
Education Reform Plan. This will allow our state to continue to improve its alreadv grounded pursuit of
quality public education and global competitiveness for all of New Jersey’s children.

D.A. David Abbott, PhD, GSCS President

L.S. Lynne Strickland, Executive Director
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