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PARENT INFORMATION 
 

Description of the NJ ASK—Grades 6, 7, and 8 

The New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK) is the state test for students in 
grades 3 through 8. The NJ ASK measures student achievement in English Language Arts, 
Mathematics, and Science (grades 4 and 8). This year, the ELA assessments (grades 3 through 8) 
and Mathematics (grades 3 through 8) will measure the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). 
The Science assessments, at grades 4 and 8, will be aligned to New Jersey Core Curriculum 
Content Standards (NJCCCS). 

Common Core State Standards 

The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a state-led effort coordinated by the National 
Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO). The standards were developed in collaboration with teachers, school 
administrators, and experts, to provide a clear and consistent framework to prepare our children 
for college and the workforce. 

The NGA Center and CCSSO received initial feedback on the draft standards from national 
organizations representing, but not limited to, teachers, postsecondary educators (including 
community colleges), civil rights groups, English language learners, and students with 
disabilities. Following the initial round of feedback, the draft standards were opened for public 
comment, receiving nearly 10,000 responses. 

The standards are informed by the highest, most effective models from states across the country 
and countries around the world, and provide teachers and parents with a common understanding 
of what students are expected to learn. Consistent standards will provide appropriate benchmarks 
for all students, regardless of where they live. 

These standards define the knowledge and skills students should have within their K-12 
education careers so that they will graduate high school able to succeed in entry-level, credit-
bearing academic college courses and in workforce training programs. The standards: 

• Are aligned with college and work expectations; 
• Are clear, understandable and consistent; 
• Include rigorous content and application of knowledge through high-order skills; 
• Build upon strengths and lessons of current state standards; 
• Are informed by other top performing countries, so that all students are prepared to 

succeed in our global economy and society; and 
• Are evidence-based. 

On June 16, 2010, the New Jersey State Board of Education adopted the Common Core State 
Standards in Mathematics and English Language Arts. Forty-six states and DC have now 
adopted the Common Core State Standards which will allow these states to work together to 
support schools and districts in implementing the standards. (The information in this section was 
taken from the New Jersey Department of Education website.) 
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NJ ASK Transition 

The 2014 NJ ASK will measure the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) within the current NJ 
ASK blueprint. The NJ ASK assessments are called “transitional” because we will not be able to 
measure the full range of the CCSS until the next generation assessments are developed and 
administered. New Jersey is a Governing state in The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Careers (PARCC). PARCC is currently developing the next generation 
assessments to be administered in spring 2015. 
 
The NJ ASK will continue to assess Science in grades 4 and 8. The Science assessment will be 
aligned to the NJCCCS because there are no common core standards for Science at this time.  
 
NJ ASK Experience 
 
The NJ ASK should be a rewarding experience for children. It will provide useful information 
about your child’s knowledge and skills. Total scores as well as subscores for major knowledge 
areas and skills will be reported in each content area. 
 
For example, in Mathematics, in addition to a total test score, each student in Grades 6 and 7 will 
receive a subscore for the clusters of questions in ratios and proportional relationships, the 
number system, expressions and equations, geometry, and statistics and probability. Students in 
Grade 8 will receive a subscore for the clusters of questions in the number system, expressions 
and equations, functions, geometry, and statistics and probability. 
 
We believe the experience gained from taking this test will help your children when they take the 
state’s tests at other grade levels, including the state’s high school graduation test and end of 
course tests.   
 
As the only tests that measure achievement of the Common Core State Standards, the NJ ASK 
should provide the information necessary for determining how well your children and their 
school are doing in meeting those standards, and where any improvements may be needed. 
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1. Who will be tested? 
 
The NJ ASK 6 through 8 is designed to measure how well your child is achieving the state’s core 
standards in ELA, Mathematics, and Science (grade 8 only). Therefore, unless a student is 
participating in the Alternate Proficiency Assessment (APA), all sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-
grade public school students must take the NJ ASK 2014. This pertains to: 
 

 General Education students; 
 Limited English Proficient (LEP) students; and 
 Special Education (SE) students. 

 
This includes most children with educational disabilities and most children whose English 
language skills are limited. Students with disabilities are assessed to determine whether they are 
achieving the standard at the level that is appropriate for them. These students are given the 
support they need, such as large-print type, as defined in their Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs) or plans required under Section 504. It is important for as many children with 
disabilities as possible to participate in the NJ ASK 6 through 8 tests. 
 
Although these students are tested with the aid of state-approved accommodations and 
modifications, these students are being given the same opportunity to demonstrate their 
knowledge as other students who do not require additional support. Whenever possible, decisions 
as to which accommodations and modifications are used by a student during testing should be 
based on the support given to students in their usual classroom instruction. 
 
Every student with disabilities must take the NJ ASK 6 through 8 assessments in each subject 
area. An Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Section 504 plan determines the extent to 
which accommodations and modifications are used on state assessments. Students who are 
deemed exempt from the NJ ASK 6 through 8 tests in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and 
Science (NJ ASK 8) because of severe disabilities must take the Alternate Proficiency 
Assessment (APA). The APA (a portfolio assessment) was first administered in 2001 and 
measures performance in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science (NJ ASK 8) based 
on each student’s IEP goals as they relate to the NJCCCS. Contact your child’s teacher if you 
have questions about which state assessment your child will take or which accommodations and 
modifications may be available to your child during state assessments. 
 
Certain students who have limited English proficiency (LEP) may be exempt from the NJ ASK 
English Language Arts section of the test. Other students who have limited English proficiency 
may need accommodations during testing. For more information regarding this, please contact 
your child’s teacher, school administrator, and/or guidance counselor. 
 
In response to New Jersey’s diverse language population, the Department will offer Spanish-
language tests for 2014 in English Language Arts and Mathematics for grades 6, 7, and 8, and in 
Science for grade 8. Please contact your local education agency for additional information. 
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2. What types of questions are on the NJ ASK 6, 7, and 8? 
 
The NJ ASK 6 through 8 has three major types of questions. The first type, the multiple-choice 
question, requires students to choose one correct answer from among four choices. Multiple-
choice questions add much to the reliability or consistency of the test because many good 
questions that focus on a broad range of skills can be answered by the children in a short span of 
time. Also, these questions are objective and do not require scoring by trained professionals. 
 
The second type of question, the open-ended question, also known on the mathematics test as an 
extended constructed-response question, requires students to write long or short responses. The 
advantage to this type of question is that it allows students to express, in their own words, what 
they know. Students may also present some of their mathematics responses using diagrams, 
graphics, and/or pictures. 
 
The third type of question, the mathematics short constructed-response question, requires 
students to write their responses to items in their answer documents.  
 
Students in grades 6 through 8 will respond to either an argument writing prompt or a persuasive 
writing prompt. The writing tasks for argument ask the student to support or oppose a claim  or 
position on a given issue arising from interpersonal, school/community, or social contexts. A 
persuasive writing prompt will direct students to respond to an issue or a situation relevant to 
students. Students must support their argument or persuasive essays with reasons, examples, and 
other evidence. 
 
Students in grades 6 through 8 will also respond to either an informative/explanatory writing 
prompt or a narrative writing prompt. Students may respond to a narrative writing task that is 
presented through the use of a brief passage that students will read. The given passage will 
provide students with information that may be used as a springboard for students to write a story, 
actual or fictional. Students will use the information to make decisions, solve problems, and 
create original works. An explanatory writing task will direct students to explain an essay topic 
or quotation in order to inform the reader. In responding to the quotation or essay topic 
presented, students will be asked to explain their point of view and to create an original work. 
Students must include reasons, examples, and other evidence to support their explanations. 
 
3. How can a child prepare for the NJ ASK 6, 7, and 8? 
 
Parents and guardians are the strongest advocates children have. Parents and guardians should 
support their children in all academic work and ensure they make responsible choices including a 
well-balanced diet and plenty of sleep. This is especially true at testing time and integral to 
helping students accurately demonstrate their knowledge on the state assessments. Throughout 
the school year, parents and guardians should be actively involved in their children’s education 
by helping them find an appropriate time and quiet place to do homework. Parents, guardians, 
and children should make opportunities to read to each other, engage in learning activities 
together, and set realistic goals for the academic year. Discussing the achievements and 
challenges of each day will ensure children are aware of the support and encouragement of their 
parent/guardian throughout the school year. 
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Your school district continually makes decisions about courses and programs that affect your 
child. The New Jersey Department of Education encourages all parents to become part of the 
decision-making process in your district and to work closely with teachers to ensure your child is 
learning what the standards require. 
 
4. How long is the 2014 test? 
 
For students in grade 6, the Spring 2014 NJ ASK will take place over four mornings from May 5, 
2014 through May 8, 2014, with make-ups from May 12 through May 16, 2014.  For students in 
grades 7 and 8, the Spring 2014 NJ ASK will take place over four mornings from April 28 
through May 1, 2014, with make-ups from May 5 through May 9, 2014.  
 
In grades 6 and 7, two content areas are tested over four days. English Language Arts (ELA) 
testing is on Days 1 and 2, and Mathematics testing is on Days 3 and 4. In grade 8, three content 
areas are tested over four days. English Language Arts (ELA) testing is on Day 1 and Day 2, 
Mathematics testing is on Day 3, and Science testing is on Day 4. 
 
In English Language Arts, the assessment requires students to read passages and to respond to 
related items. The passages are selected from published books, newspapers, and magazines, as 
well as informational text. The skill areas for Grades 6 and 7 Mathematics include: ratios and 
proportional relationships, the number system, expressions and equations, geometry, and 
statistics and probability. The skill areas for Grade 8 Mathematics include: the number system, 
expressions and equations, functions, geometry, and statistics and probability. In addition, for 
students in eighth grade, Science items will measure students’ knowledge and skills in three 
areas: life sciences, physical sciences, and earth sciences. 
 
All NJ ASK 6 through 8 tests are timed. The testing times do not include time for distributing 
and collecting materials, reading directions, and giving breaks to children. Approximate testing 
times are as follows:  
 

Grade 6 
 

• English Language Arts, Day 1  1 hour, 45 minutes 
• English Language Arts, Day 2 2 hours, 15 minutes 
• Mathematics, Day 1 1 hour, 4 minutes 
• Mathematics, Day 2 1 hour, 9 minutes 

 
Grade 7 

 

• English Language Arts, Day 1 1 hour, 45 minutes 
• English Language Arts, Day 2 2 hours, 15 minutes 
• Mathematics, Day 1 1 hour, 4 minutes 
• Mathematics, Day 2 1 hour, 9 minutes 

 
Grade 8 

 

• English Language Arts, Day 1 1 hour, 45 minutes 
• English Language Arts, Day 2 2 hours, 15 minutes 
• Mathematics, Day 1 2 hours, 13 minutes 
• Science, Day 1 2 hours 
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5. How fair is the NJ ASK 6, 7, and 8? 
 
New Jersey educators and trained professionals carefully review all test materials, including 
passages and questions, to ensure that the questions are fair, congruent with the expectations 
found in the CCSS (ELA and Math) and NJCCCS (science), similar to classroom content 
throughout the state, and not offensive to any group of people. After the test, all questions 
undergo statistical analysis for any racial, ethnic, or gender bias. If a test question has poor 
statistical results from these analyses, it is eliminated from future tests. Local teachers, child-
study team members, and administrators knowledgeable about students with special needs are 
involved in the development of New Jersey’s statewide assessments. The state also relies on 
educators’ suggestions for accommodations to make the test accessible to these students and to 
allow them to demonstrate what they know. 
 
 
6. How can I receive more information about the NJ ASK 6, 7, and 8? 
 
The New Jersey Department of Education has developed materials to help parents and teachers 
prepare students for the NJ ASK 6 through 8. This guide, for example, is provided through your 
child’s school. Additional information about the NJ ASK 6 through 8 and your child’s progress 
in developing the skills and knowledge tested is available at your local school or district office. 
 

The NJDOE offers many sources of information about the NJ ASK 6, 7, and 8: 
 
Website: http://www.state.nj.us/education 
Office of Publications 
Office of Assessments 

609-341-3456 
 
Mailing address: 

New Jersey Department of Education 
P.O. Box 500 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0500 
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STUDENT INFORMATION 
 
1. What is the NJ ASK 6, 7, and 8?  
 
The NJ ASK 6, 7, and 8 is the state test for ALL New Jersey public school students in grades 6, 
7, and 8. It measures your achievements in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science 
(grade 8). The test will allow you to show the extent to which you are meeting the state’s 
curriculum standards. Students in grades 6, 7, and 8 will take the NJ ASK April 28 through 
May 16, 2014, with specific dates dependent upon their grade level. Do the best you can to show 
what you have learned. 
 
2. What are the questions like on the NJ ASK 6, 7, and 8? 
 
Sample items begin on page 9 of this guide. In addition to the sample items contained in this 
information guide, additional sample items for English Language Arts and Mathematics are 
posted on the Department’s Web site at http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/ms/. Teachers 
should review the item samples with their students to expose them to the types of questions they 
will experience in the NJ ASK. The sample items are meant to give students, teachers, and 
parents an opportunity to learn about the NJ ASK test format and content and to review general 
test-taking procedures. They are not intended to guide school or district curriculum or replace 
student instruction in the state’s academic standards. 
 
 
3. What should I expect when I take the NJ ASK 6, 7, and 8? 
 
The English Language Arts section will have multiple-choice questions and open-ended 
questions. You will be asked to read passages and respond to questions. These questions always 
focus on a reading passage. For each multiple-choice question, you will choose the best answer 
from four answer choices. To show your answer, you will darken the circle for the answer you 
choose in your answer folder or write on the lines provided in your answer folder. 
 
The NJ ASK 6 through 8 provides two types of reading passages: students will read stories and 
informational selections. A sample passage and questions similar to those that may appear on the 
NJ ASK 6 through 8 are in this information guide. 
 
You will also be asked to respond to writing tasks that ask you to write about a persuasive or 
argumentative issue. You will be asked to respond to the task in a letter or essay format 
supporting or opposing the given position or claim. Write your response using reasons and 
evidence that are based on your knowledge of books, history, science, current events, or your 
own experience or observation to develop your essay. You will also be asked to respond to 
specific information given in a narrative or explanatory writing task. You will use the 
information from the task to write a story—actual or fictional, or you will be asked to provide an 
explanatory response to a given essay topic which may be based on a quotation.   
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The Mathematics section will have short constructed-response questions, multiple-choice 
questions, and extended constructed-response questions.  
 
In grades 6 and 7, you may not use calculators for Day 1 of the mathematics assessment; the use 
of calculators is permitted on Day 2.  
 
In grade 8, you may not use calculators on the first three parts of the mathematics assessment; 
the use of calculators is permitted on the last three parts.  
 
You will use a mathematics reference sheet, a ruler, and a protractor for some questions on the 
test. 
 
The Science section, for students in eighth grade only, will have multiple-choice questions and 
open-ended questions. The open-ended questions will ask you to explain or illustrate scientific 
concepts. 
 
 
4. What else should I know about taking the NJ ASK 6, 7, and 8? 
 
When you take the NJ ASK 6 through 8, your teacher will give you clear instructions about how 
to do each timed test part before you begin. During the test, your teacher will also let you know 
the time remaining for completing each test part. 
 
You may write (or print) in the extra space on a test booklet page when you are figuring out an 
answer. However, be sure to place your answers only in the spaces provided in your answer 
folder. Also, be sure to keep all of your work within the border that surrounds each page. Your 
teacher will remind you of this on the mornings you take the test. 
 
If you finish a test part before the time is up, and you have checked your work to be sure you 
have done your best, you may review your work and then sit quietly and wait for the teacher to 
give directions. 
 



9 

APPENDIX A 
NJ ASK Sample 6, 7, and 8 Mathematics Items 

 
The NJ ASK’s short constructed-response questions in mathematics have no answer choices. 
You will write your answers to these questions in a numbered space provided in the answer 
folder. A calculator is NOT allowed on any short constructed-response questions at any grade 
level. The following is an example of a mathematics short constructed-response question: 
 
Standard to Be Assessed: 8.G.3 “Describe the effects of dilations, translations, rotations, and 
reflections on two-dimensional figures using coordinates.” 
 
Item 
 
1. Triangle ABC is shown below. 
 

 
 
 What are the coordinates of the image of C after a rotation of 90° counterclockwise 

about the origin? 
 
 
 
Note: When triangle ABC is rotated 90° counterclockwise about the origin, the image is a 
triangle with vertices A′ (−3, 4), B′ (4, −2), and C′ (−1, −3). Thus, the correct answer for the 
image of C is (−1, −3). 
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The NJ ASK’s multiple-choice questions in mathematics let the students choose the one best 
answer from four answer choices. You will darken the circle of the correct answer choice. 
Multiple choice items may or may not allow the use of a calculator. The following is an example 
of a mathematics multiple-choice question: 
 
Non-calculator Sample 
 

Standard to Be Assessed: 6.NS.3 “Fluently add, subtract, multiply, and divide multi-digit 
decimals using the standard algorithm for each operation.” 
 
Item 
 
2. What is the value of 17.352 ÷ 7.2? 
 

A. 0.241 
 

B. 2.41 
 

C. 2.4238 
 

D. 2.548 
 

 
 
Note: Since the standard specifies using “the standard algorithm” for division, this standard 
needs to be assessed in a non-calculator item. The incorrect answer choices may contain 
common errors. For example, Option A contains a decimal place error. Options C and D both 
contain borrowing errors. The correct answer is B. 
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The NJ ASK’s extended constructed-response questions in mathematics have no answer choices. 
You will write and/or sketch your answers to these questions in the spaces provided in the 
answer folder. Extended constructed-response items may or may not allow the use of a 
calculator. The following is an example of a mathematics extended constructed-response 
question: 
 
Standard to Be Assessed: 7.SP.8a “Understand that, just as with simple events, the probability 
of a compound event is the fraction of outcomes in the sample space for which the compound 
event occurs.” 
 
Item 
 

3. A probability experiment is as follows. First, a two-sided (heads, tails) fair coin is 
flipped, and then, a fair number cube with faces labeled one through six is rolled. 

• Represent the sample space for this experiment using an organized list, table, 
or tree diagram. Be sure to define any symbols you use. 

• What is the probability that the outcome of this experiment is heads followed by 
a five? Explain your answer. 

• What is the probability that the outcome of this experiment is tails followed by a 
prime number? Show your work or explain your answer. 

 
Sample Response: 
 

Bullet #1 
H,1 H,2 H,3 H,4 H,5 H,6 
 
T,1 T,2 T,3 T,4 T,5 T,6 
 
I labeled heads “H” and tails “T.” I assigned a numeral to each face of the cube. 
 
Or a correct table or tree diagram. 

 
 
Bullet #2 

P(H,5) = 1
12

  The outcome H,5 is one of twelve possible outcomes. 

 
 
Bullet #3 

P(T,Prime) = 3
12

 = 1
4

 = 0.25. There are three outcomes (T,2  T,3  T,5) that are tails 

followed by a prime number. 
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Scoring Rubric 
 
3-Point Response 
The response contains: 

A correct list, table, or tree diagram of all the outcomes 

AND 

A correct probability of 1
12

 with explanation 

AND 

A correct probability of 3
12

 (or equivalent) with work or explanation. 

 
2-Point Response 
The response contains: 

A correct list, table, or tree diagram and a correct answer to bullet two or bullet three with 
work or explanation 

OR 
Correct answers to bullet two and bullet three, both with work or explanation. 

 
1-Point Response 
The response contains: 

A correct list, table, or tree diagram 

OR 
A correct answer to bullet two or bullet three with work or explanation 

OR 
Two numerically correct answers but is missing work or explanation. 

 
0-Point Response 

The response shows insufficient understanding of the problem’s essential mathematical 
concepts. The procedures, if any, contain major errors. There may be no explanation of the 
required solutions, or the explanation may not be understandable. How decisions were 
made may not be readily understood. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

NJ ASK Sample Argument Writing Prompt Grades 6–8 
CCSS: W.6.1, W.7.1, W. 8.1; W.6.4, W.7.4, W. 8.4 

 
 
WRITING SITUATION 
 

Educational researchers claim that student learning will improve if all printed 
textbooks are replaced with electronic textbooks, known as e-textbooks.  Based 
on the researcher’s findings, students in your school will be issued an e-textbook 
reader, which is a device that displays electronic books.   

 
WRITING TASK 
 

Write an essay either supporting or opposing the claim that student learning will 
improve in your school if all student textbooks are replaced with electronic 
reading books, known as e-readers. Use your knowledge of books, history, 
science, current events, or your own experience or observation to develop your 
essay. Be sure to include reasons, facts, examples, and other evidence to 
support your position. 
 

The writing you do in your answer folder will be scored. You may use the space 
provided in your answer folder to plan your ideas before you begin writing your 
response. Then write your response in your answer folder. 
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NJ ASK Sample Persuasive Writing Prompt Grades 6–8 

CCSS: W.6.4, W.7.4, W. 8.4 
 
 
WRITING SITUATION 
 
   Your state is considering whether to charge a $2 fee for each person to enter and 

use parks and community playgrounds.  The money would be used to maintain 
and improve buildings, fields, courts, and playground equipment.  This proposal 
is controversial, and many citizens have strong opinions about the idea.  

  
   You decide to write an editorial for the local newspaper expressing your opinion 

about whether to charge a $2 fee for each person to enter and use parks and 
community playgrounds. 

 
WRITING TASK 
 
   Write an editorial for the local newspaper expressing your opinion about whether 

to charge a $2 fee for each person to enter and use parks and community 
playgrounds. Be sure to include reasons, facts, examples, and other evidence to 
support your position. 
 

The writing you do in your answer folder will be scored. You may use the space 
provided in your answer folder to plan your ideas before you begin writing your 
response. Then write your response in your answer folder. 
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NJ ASK Sample Narrative Writing Prompt Grades 6–8 
CCSS: W.6.3, W.7.3, W.8.3, W.6.4, W.7.4, W.8.4 

 
 
Writing Task 
 

Think what it would be like to live one day in the setting of your favorite book, or 
short story. What would happen to you in this place? What would you do?  
 
Write a story about what happens when you live one day in the setting of your 
favorite book, or short story. Use your imagination along with your knowledge of 
history, science, current events, or your own observation to develop your story.   
 

The writing you do in your answer folder will be scored. You may use the space 
provided in your answer folder to plan your ideas before you begin writing your 
response. Then write your response in your answer folder. 
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NJ ASK Sample Informative/Explanatory Writing Prompt Grades 6–8 

CCSS: W.6.2, W.7.2, W.8.2, W.6.4, W.7.4, W.8.4 
 
 
Writing Task 
 

Anne Frank once said, “How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single 
moment before starting to improve the world.” Think about what Anne Frank is 
saying regarding how people can improve the world around them. 
 
Write an essay about how people can improve the world around them. Use your 
knowledge of books, history, science, current events, or your own experience or 
observation to develop your essay. Be sure to include reasons, facts, and 
examples to support your explanation. 

 

The writing you do in your answer folder will be scored. You may use the space 
provided in your answer folder to plan your ideas before you begin writing your 
response. Then write your response in your answer folder. 
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APPENDIX C 
NJ ASK English Language Arts Reading Sample and Sample Multiple-choice  

and Open-ended Question 
 
INTRODUCTION: Read this informational article about Isaac Asimov, one of the greatest 
science fiction writers of all time. 
 

The Bookworm Who Became a Science Fiction Writer 
by Marc McCutcheon 

 
A microscopic team of humans in a miniscule submarine cruises through the veins of a 

sick man’s body. . . . A robot takes desperate measures to become human. . . .  Citizens of an 
alien world panic as they witness their first nightfall in 1,000 years. . . . 

 
These are the plots of just three of the wondrous stories 

either written or co-written by Isaac Asimov, one of the 
greatest science fiction authors of all time. Asimov, who 
started writing at the age of 11, wrote in nearly every 
category—history, science, language, religion, geography, 
chemistry, ecology, math, mystery, reference, juvenile, 
humor—but it is his science fiction works that he is most 
famous for. Chances are good that you or somebody in your 
family has read a short story or book by Asimov or seen a 
movie based on one. 

 
Few authors top him in sheer production, as he wrote  

nearly 350 books! And his scientific essays and science  
fiction stories have inspired numbers of readers to become 
either scientists or science fiction writers themselves. So  
how did the young Isaac gain the ability and talent necessary  
to write so many books? What kind of childhood led him to 
imagine robots, space travel and life in the future? 

 
Isaac was born in Russia in 1920, then was taken by his parents to America when he was 

three. He taught himself how to read at age four and began to write stories when he was 11.  
He graduated from high school at 15. Because his family was too poor to buy books, Isaac  
went to the local library. In his autobiography, he recalls himself at age nine: 

 
I read omnivorously and without guidance. I would stumble on books about 
Greek myths and fell in love with that world. When I discovered . . . the lliad 
and the Odyssey, I took them out of the library regularly. I enjoyed them and 
read and reread them, often beginning again as soon as I had finished, until I 
had almost memorized them . . . I read Dumas and Dickens and Louisa May 
Alcott and, indeed, almost the entire gamut of 19th-century fiction. 

 
Isaac read some books as many as 26 times! As most bookworms do, he preferred 

reading to any other activity. Because of this and because his parents needed him to work 

Isaac Asimov, as photographed 
in 1965 
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long hours in their candy store in New York, he spent little time with friends or playing like 
other kids. But it was in the candy store that he found the time to read. You might feel sorry 
for Isaac, but he didn’t feel sorry for himself. 

 
Although Isaac was a voracious reader, meaning no matter how many books he read it 

just wasn’t enough, he didn’t discover science fiction until he was 10. He stumbled upon the 
monthly magazines Amazing Stories and Astounding Stories and from the first few pages, was 
hooked. Astounding Stories was the best science fiction magazine of its day, and some of 
America’s most imaginative writers contributed stories to it. The tales of aliens, robots and 
time machines so enthralled Isaac that he would often retell them to groups of fellow junior 
high students on the sidewalk outside of school. 

 
Isaac not only read and reread every issue of these magazines (luckily, his father stocked 

them in the candy shop so he could read them for free!), he would also write to their editors 
and critique each story. Some of his letters were even published. As Isaac learned more about 
science fiction, he began to believe that he could write as well as some of the authors he was 
reading. Why not try?  

 
Although Isaac had penned his first story at age 11, it wasn’t until his mid-teens that he 

began to get serious. He then churned out a rapid succession of stories, which he submitted to 
the editors at Astounding Stories and Amazing Stories. His first dozen efforts were rejected, 
but Isaac persevered.1 He worked tirelessly at becoming a better writer. At 18, he wrote a 
story called “Marooned Off Vesta.” It earned him the breakthrough he was waiting for—it 
was published in Amazing Stories a few months later, and Isaac giddily collected his first 
writing check for $64 (approximately $820 in today’s dollars). The rest, as they say, is history. 

 
Asimov eventually sold nearly everything he wrote. This included short stories with such 

titles as “Ring Around the Sun,” “The Martian Way,” “I, Robot,” and “Stowaway.” Today his 
short stories have been collected in no fewer than 33 volumes. Among his best works is a 
story entitled “Nightfall,” which he wrote when he was just 20. The members of the Science 
Fiction Writers of America voted it the greatest science fiction story ever written. 

 
One key to Asimov’s popularity was his simple writing style; another was his attention to 

accuracy. Unlike many writers of his day, his science fiction had real science in it. When he 
wrote that the sun was 93 million miles away or that the sound of an explosion could not be 
heard in space, readers could be assured he was right. 

 
While many authors describe their work as difficult—even agonizing—Asimov never 

did. He loved to write. He wrote as much as 18 hours a day, even when he was sick. He wrote 
on his birthday. He wrote on holidays. And it was this passion for his craft that made him so 
successful. At the peak of his career, he sold a piece every six days. 

 
Isaac Asimov’s career came full circle in 1976 when a new science fiction magazine was 

named after him. Asimov’s Science Fiction Magazine is still being published today and is 
cultivating a whole new generation of award-winning authors. In 1987 he was given the 
ultimate recognition from his peers: the coveted Grand Master of Science Fiction award for 
his lifetime of achievements in the field. He died in 1992. 

                                                 
1 persevered: continued in a course of action in spite of difficulties 
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I, Robot—an American Classic 
 

Isaac Asimov’s short story collection I, Robot, first published 
in 1950, has become one of America’s best known collections of 
science fiction. The nine stories in the collection originally 
appeared in magazines during the 1940s. At least three stories from 
the collection have been made into television episodes. In 2004, a 
movie titled I, Robot was released, which was loosely based on 
Asimov’s classic collection. 

 
Asimov developed what he called “The Three Laws of 

Robotics” in I, Robot. According to Asimov’s Three Laws, there 
are certain rules by which robots should abide. 

 
1. A robot may not injure a human being or allow a human 

being to become harmed. 
2. A robot must obey the orders given to it by humans, unless 

these orders conflict with the First Law. 
3. A robot must protect its own existence, unless doing so 

conflicts with the First or Second Laws. 
 
Asimov used these laws—with some later modifications—in 

his writing. Many science fiction writers today still claim that I, 
Robot and Asimov’s Three Laws of Robotics are the inspiration for 
their writing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Bookworm Who Became a Science Fiction Writer” by Marc McCutcheon, from The Kid Who Named 
Pluto © 2004 by Marc McCutcheon; illustrated by Jon Cannell. Used by permission of Chronicle Books LL,  
San Francisco. Visit ChronicleBooks.com. 
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 1.  Which sentence best states the 
central idea of the article? 

 
A. Asimov’s short stories are 

still read today. 
B. Asimov had an exciting and 

adventurous life. 
C. Asimov’s childhood helped 

him succeed as an author. 
D. Asimov preferred reading to 

working in his father’s candy 
store. 

 
 
 
 
 2.  Which quote from the article best 

supports the idea that Asimov 
was determined to become a 
writer? 

 
A. “Isaac read some books as 

many as 26 times!” 
B. “. . . he spent little time with 

friends or playing like other 
kids.” 

C. “His first dozen efforts were 
rejected, but Isaac 
persevered.” 

D. “Asimov’s Science Fiction 
Magazine is still being 
published today . . .” 

 
 
 

 3.  The information in paragraphs  
6–8 is organized 

 
A. to show a problem and its 

solution. 
B. to compare and contrast. 
C. in chronological order. 
D. in order of importance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 4.  In paragraph 8, the writer states 

that Asimov “churned out a rapid 
succession of stories” to suggest 
that Asimov 

 
A. worked swiftly and 

consistently. 
B. rejected many ideas that 

occurred to him. 
C. read many stories while 

learning to be a writer. 
D. wrote more stories than he 

could submit to magazines. 
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 5.  In paragraph 10, why is the word 
“real ” in italics? 

 
A. to show a common word 

used in an uncommon way  
B. to emphasize that other 

writers made up science 
facts 

C. to point out a word that was 
often used in Asimov’s 
stories 

D. to suggest that the writer 
doubts whether Asimov’s 
science was real 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 6.  As used in paragraph 12, coveted 

means 
 

A. desired. 
B. rejected. 
C. complicated. 
D. old-fashioned. 
 

 
 
 

 7.  Paragraph 12 is included to 
 

A. explain why Asimov 
continues to write popular 
stories. 

B. summarize the effects of 
other writers on Asimov’s 
style. 

C. suggest that Asimov’s work 
has appeared mainly in 
magazines. 

D. emphasize Asimov’s honors 
and his influence upon other 
writers. 
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 8.  The information in the text box 
supports the idea that Asimov 

 
A. used a simple writing style. 
B. loved writing stories and 

novels. 
C. was inspired by classic 

literature. 
D. influenced later science 

fiction stories. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 9. Which quote best expresses the 
writer’s opinion about why 
Asimov was successful as a 
writer? 

 
A.  “. . . Isaac Asimov, one of the 

greatest science fiction 
authors of all time.” 

B.  “Isaac . . . would also write to 
their editors and critique each 
story.”  

C.  “As Isaac learned more about 
science fiction, he began to 
believe that he could write as 
well as some of the authors 
he was reading.” 

D.  “He loved to write. He wrote 
as much as 18 hours a day, 
even when he was sick.” 
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10.  Isaac Asimov became a popular science fiction writer.  
 

• Based on the article, identify one reason why Asimov’s stories were popular.  
 

• Based on the article, would scientists be interested in reading Asimov’s 
science fiction stories? Explain.  

 
   Use specific information from the selection and any additional insight to support 

your response. Write your answer in your answer folder. 
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Answer Key for NJ ASK English Language Arts Samples 
 
Answer Key          Primary CCSS     
1. C. RI.6.2 
2. C RI.6.3 
3. C RI.6.5 
4. A  L.6.4a 
5. B RI.6.6 
6. A RI.6.4 
7. D RI.6.5 
8. D RI.6.1 
9. D RI.6.6 
10. OE RI.6.3 
 
 

English Language Arts 

Open-Ended Scoring Rubric for Reading, Listening, and Viewing 
Points Criteria 

4 
A 4-point response clearly demonstrates understanding of the task, completes all 
requirements, and provides an insightful explanation/opinion that links to or 
extends aspects of the text. 

3 
A 3-point response demonstrates an understanding of the task, completes all 
requirements, and provides some explanation/opinion using situations or ideas 
from the text as support. 

2 
A 2-point response may address all of the requirements, but demonstrates a 
partial understanding of the task, and uses text incorrectly or with limited success 
resulting in an inconsistent or flawed explanation. 

1 
A 1-point response demonstrates minimal understanding of the task, does not 
complete the requirements, and provides only a vague reference to or no use of 
the text. 

0 A 0-point response is irrelevant or off-topic. 
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APPENDIX D 
NJ ASK Science Sample Items (Grade 8 only) 

 
 
 1. A student tests an unknown 

substance for the following 
properties and finds the results 
listed in the table below. 

 
Property Results 

Ductile Ductile 
Malleable Malleable 
Lustre Shiny 
Melting Point High 
Density 13.6 g/cm3 
Heat Conduction Good 

 
Given this information, which of 
the following is the most 
reasonable conclusion for the 
student to reach? 

 
A. The substance is a metallic 

solid. 
B. The substance is a 

nonmetallic solid. 
C. The substance is a gas. 
D. The substance is a liquid.  

 
 

 2. Which of the following 
illustrations shows the most 
common arrangement of 
sediments as a stream slows 
down over time? 

 
 
 

A.  

 
 
 

B.  

 
 
 

C.  

 
 
 

D.  
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 3. Paramecia reproduce both 
sexually and asexually. One way 
to see if a given paramecium is 
the product of sexual or asexual 
reproduction is to  

 
A. see whether its genes are 

identical to those of its 
parent. 

B. check for traits that are 
beneficial to its survival. 

C. check for traits that are not 
beneficial to its survival. 

D. test it for acquired 
characteristics. 

 
 
 
 4. What advantage did the use of 

self-pollinating plants offer to 
early geneticists? 

 
A. Self-pollinating plants had a 

reduced number of important 
genes. 

B. The life cycles of self-
pollinating genes were 
shorter than usual. 

C. The acquired traits of self-
pollinating genes exhibited 
great diversity. 

D. The inherited traits of self-
pollinating plants were 
usually identical to their 
parents. 

 5. A student examining a sample of 
an element finds that hitting it 
with a hammer flattens it out, and 
squeezing it with pliers produces 
a dent in its surface. Which other 
property does the sample show? 

 
A. has a dull luster 
B. conducts electricity 
C. boils at a low temperature 
D. is not chemically reactive 

 
 
 
 6. As the air temperature increases, 

its density 
 

A. increases. 
B. remains the same. 
C. decreases. 
D. cannot be determined. 
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Answer Key for NJ ASK Science Samples 
 
 1. A 
 
 2. D 
 
 3. A 
 
 4. D 
 
 5. B 
 
 6. C 
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INFORMACIÓN PARA LOS PADRES 
 

Descripción de la NJ ASK: de 6° a 8° grado 

La Evaluación de Destrezas y Conocimientos de Nueva Jersey (New Jersey Assessment of Skills 
and Knowledge o NJ ASK, por sus siglas en inglés) es el examen para los estudiantes de tercero 
hasta octavo grado. NJ ASK mide el logro de los estudiantes en Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés, 
Matemáticas y Ciencias (cuarto y octavo grado). Este año, las evaluaciones de Artes del 
Lenguaje en Inglés (de 3° a 8° grado) y de Matemáticas (de 3° a 8° grado) medirán las Normas 
Estatales Comunes y Fundamentales (Common Core State Standards o CCSS, por sus siglas en 
inglés). Las evaluaciones de Ciencia, en el grado 4 y 8, se ajustarán a las Normas de Contenido 
del Currículo Básico de Nueva Jersey (NJCCCS por sus siglas en inglés).  

Normas Estatales Comunes y Fundamentales 

La Iniciativa de Normas Estatales Comunes y Fundamentales es un esfuerzo liderado por el 
estado coordinado por el Centro para Mejores Prácticas de la Asociación de Gobernadores 
Nacionales (National Governors Association Center for Best Practices o NGA Center, por sus 
siglas en inglés) y el Consejo de Directivos de Escuelas Estatales (Council of Chief State School 
Officers o CCSSO, por sus siglas en inglés). Las normas fueron desarrolladas con la 
colaboración de maestros, administradores de escuela y expertos a fin de entregar un marco claro 
y coherente para preparar a nuestros hijos/as para la universidad y el mercado laboral. 

NGA Center y CCSSO recibieron comentarios iniciales sobre las normas preliminares de las 
organizaciones nacionales que representaban, entre otros, a maestros, educadores 
postsecundarios (como universidades de la comunidad), grupos de derechos civiles, personas que 
aprenden inglés y estudiantes con discapacidades. Después de la serie inicial de comentarios, las 
normas preliminares se abrieron al comentario público, con lo cual se recibieron cerca de 10,000 
respuestas. 

Las normas se resustentan en los modelos más altos y eficaces de los estados del país y de los 
países del mundo, y proporcionan a maestros y padres un criterio común de lo que se espera que 
los estudiantes aprendan. Las normas sistemáticas proporcionarán el punto de referencia 
adecuado para todos los estudiantes, independientemente del lugar donde vivan. 

Estas normas definen el conocimiento y las destrezas que los estudiantes deben tener dentro de 
su formación educativa desde el jardín infantil hasta la secundaria, de modo que se gradúen de la 
escuela secundaria con la posibilidad de ingresar con éxito a cursos universitarios básicos con 
créditos y programas de capacitación laboral. Las normas: 

• Están alineadas con las expectativas universitarias y laborales. 
• Son claras, entendibles y sistemáticas. 
• Incluyen un contenido riguroso y la aplicación del conocimiento a través de destrezas de 

alto nivel. 
• Se basan en fortalezas y lecciones de las normas estatales actuales. 
• Se sustentan en otros países de alto rendimiento, para que todos los estudiantes estén 

preparados para tener éxito en nuestra economía y sociedad globalizadas. 
• Se basan en la evidencia. 
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El 16 de junio de 2010, la Junta Educativa del Estado de Nueva Jersey (New Jersey State Board 
of Education) adoptó las Normas Estatales Comunes y Fundamentales en Matemáticas y Artes 
del Lenguaje en Inglés. Cuarenta y seis estados y el distrito de Columbia han adoptado ahora las 
Normas Estatales Comunes y Fundamentales que permitirán que estos estados trabajen juntos 
para apoyar a las escuelas y los distritos en la implementación de las normas (la información de 
esta sección se tomó del sitio web del Departamento de Educación de Nueva Jersey). 

Transición de la NJ ASK 

La NJ ASK 2014 medirá las Normas Estatales Comunes y Fundamentales (Common Core State 
Standards o CCSS, por sus siglas en inglés) dentro del proyecto actual de la NJ ASK. Las 
evaluaciones de la NJ ASK se conocen como “de transición”, porque no se podrá medir el 
alcance completo de las CCSS hasta que se desarrollen y administren las evaluaciones de la 
próxima generación. Nueva Jersey es un estado gobernante en la Asociación de Evaluación de 
Preparación para la Universidad y la Formación Profesional (Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers o PARCC, por sus siglas en inglés). Actualmente, PARCC se 
encuentra desarrollando la próxima generación de evaluaciones que se administrará durante la 
primavera del año 2015. 
 
La NJ ASK seguirá evaluando Ciencias en cuarto y octavo grado. La evaluación de Ciencias 
estará alineada con NJCCCS, ya que no hay normas comunes y fundamentales en esta área por el 
momento.  
 
Experiencia de la NJ ASK 
 
La NJ ASK debería ser una experiencia gratificante para los niños/as. La evaluación 
proporcionará información útil sobre los conocimientos y las destrezas de su hijo/a. Se darán a 
conocer las puntuaciones totales, así como las puntuaciones específicas en las áreas de 
conocimiento y las destrezas principales correspondientes a cada área de contenido. 
 
Por ejemplo, en Matemáticas, además de la puntuación total de un examen, cada estudiante de 
sexto y séptimo grado recibirá una puntuación específica para los grupos de preguntas 
correspondientes a razones y relaciones de proporción, el sistema numérico, expresiones y 
ecuaciones, geometría y estadística y probabilidad. Los estudiantes de octavo grado recibirán una 
puntuación específica para los grupos de preguntas correspondientes al sistema numérico, 
expresiones y ecuaciones, funciones, geometría y estadística y probabilidad. 
 
Creemos que la experiencia que se obtiene al tomar este examen ayudará a sus hijos/as cuando 
tomen los exámenes estatales en otros grados, incluso el examen de graduación de la escuela 
secundaria y los exámenes de fin de curso.   
 
Como el único examen que mide el logro de las Normas Estatales Comunes y Fundamentales, la 
NJ ASK debe proporcionar la información necesaria para determinar hasta qué punto un 
estudiante y su escuela están cumpliendo con estas normas e identificar las áreas que deben 
mejorarse. 
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1. ¿Quién tomará el examen? 
 
La NJ ASK de 6° a 8°  está estructurada para medir qué bien su hijo/a esta logrando las normas 
académicas del estado en Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés, Matemáticas y Ciencias (8° grado). Por 
lo tanto, a menos que un estudiante participe de la Evaluación Alterna de Competencia 
(Alternate Proficiency Assessment o APA, por sus siglas en inglés), todos los estudiantes de 
sexto a octavo grado de las escuelas públicas deben tomar la NJ ASK de 2014. Esto concierne: 
 

  a los estudiantes de Educación General; 
  a los estudiantes con Dominio limitado del inglés (Limited English Proficient o LEP, por 

sus siglas en inglés); y 
  a los estudiantes de Educación Especial (Special Education o SE, por sus siglas en 

inglés). 
 
Incluye por tanto a la mayoría de los niños/as con discapacidades educativas y a la mayoría de 
los niños/as cuyas habilidades en inglés son limitadas. Se evalúa a los estudiantes con 
discapacidades para determinar si están cumpliendo con las normas acorde al nivel adecuado 
para ellos. Estos estudiantes reciben el apoyo necesario, como escritos impresos en letra grande, 
según lo definen sus Programas de Educación Individualizada (Individualized Education 
Programs o IEP, por sus siglas en inglés) o los planes obligatorios bajo la Sección 504. Es 
importante que la mayor cantidad posible de niños/as con discapacidades participe en la 
evaluación NJ ASK de 6° a 8°. 
 
Aunque son evaluados con la ayuda de modificaciones y adaptaciones aprobadas por el estado, 
estos estudiantes tienen la misma oportunidad de demostrar sus conocimientos que otros 
estudiantes que no necesitan apoyo adicional. Las modificaciones y adaptaciones que utiliza un 
estudiante durante la evaluación deben ser las mismas que el estudiante tiene a su disposición en 
su salón de clases, siempre que esto sea posible. 
 
Cada estudiante con discapacidades debe completar la evaluación NJ ASK de 6° a 8° en cada 
una de las áreas de contenido. El Programa de Educación Individualizada (Individualized 
Education Program o IEP, por sus siglas en inglés) o el plan de la Sección 504 determina hasta 
qué punto se deben implementar modificaciones y adaptaciones en la administración de 
evaluaciones estatales. Los estudiantes que se consideren exentos de los exámenes NJ ASK de 6° 
a 8° en Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés, Matemáticas y Ciencias (NJ ASK de 8°) por tener 
discapacidades severas deberán tomar la Evaluación Alterna de Competencia (Alternate 
Proficiency Assessment o APA, por su siglas en inglés). El APA (una evaluación de portafolio 
estudiantil) fue administrada por primera vez en 2001 y mide el rendimiento en Artes del 
Lenguaje en Inglés, Matemáticas y Ciencias (NJ ASK de 8), basándose en las metas del IEP de 
cada estudiante en relación a las Normas de Contenido del Currículo Básico de Nueva Jersey. 
Comuníquese con el maestro de su hijo/a si tiene alguna pregunta sobre la evaluación estatal que 
él o ella tomará o sobre la clase de modificaciones y adaptaciones que se encuentran a 
disposición de su hijo/a durante las evaluaciones estatales. 
 
Ciertos estudiantes con Dominio Limitado del Inglés (limited English proficient o LEP, por sus 
siglas en inglés) podrían estar exentos de la sección de Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés de la NJ 
ASK. Otros estudiantes con dominio limitado del inglés podrían necesitar algún tipo de 
adaptaciones durante la evaluación. Para obtener más información al respecto, comuníquese con 
el maestro de su hijo/a, el administrador de la escuela o un consejero escolar. 
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En respuesta a la diversidad de idiomas en la población de Nueva Jersey, en el 2014, el 
departamento ofrecerá exámenes en español de Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés y Matemáticas para 
sexto, séptimo y octavo grado, y de Ciencias para octavo grado. Para obtener más información, 
comuníquese con la agencia educativa en su localidad. 
 
2. ¿Qué tipo de preguntas hay en la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°? 
 
La NJ ASK de 6° a 8° incluye tres principales tipos de preguntas. El primer tipo es la pregunta 
de opción múltiple que requiere que los estudiantes escojan la respuesta correcta entre las cuatro 
opciones que se les ofrecen. Las preguntas de opción múltiple sustentan la fiabilidad o 
conformidad del examen, ya que los niños/as pueden responder muchas preguntas buenas que se 
centran en una amplia variedad de destrezas en un período de tiempo corto. Además, estas 
preguntas son objetivas y no requieren calificación por parte de profesionales capacitados. 
 
El segundo tipo de pregunta, la pregunta abierta, también conocida en el examen de Matemáticas 
como la pregunta de respuesta elaborada extensa, exige que el estudiante escriba respuestas 
cortas o largas. Este tipo de pregunta le permite al estudiante expresar lo que sabe con sus 
propias palabras. A su vez, los estudiantes podrán presentar algunas de sus respuestas de 
Matemáticas utilizando diagramas, gráficas o dibujos. 
 
El tercer tipo de pregunta, la pregunta de Matemáticas de respuesta elaborada breve, requiere que 
los estudiantes escriban sus respuestas en sus documentos de respuesta.  
 
Los estudiantes de sexto a octavo grado responderán a una redacción argumentativa o a una 
redacción persuasiva. Las actividades de escritura argumentativa exigen al estudiante mostrar 
respaldo u oposición frente a una aseveración o postura sobre un tema en particular dentro de 
contextos interpersonales, que tengan que ver con la escuela o la comunidad, o de carácter social. 
La redacción persuasiva guiará a los estudiantes a responder a un asunto o situación pertinente a 
ellos mismos. Los estudiantes deben respaldar sus ensayos persuasivos o argumentativos con 
razones, ejemplos y otras pruebas. 
 
Los estudiantes de sexto a octavo grado también responderán a una redacción 
informativa/explicativa o a una redacción narrativa. Los estudiantes podrán responder a una tarea 
de redacción narrativa que se presenta mediante el uso de un pasaje corto que los estudiantes 
deberán leer. El pasaje les proporcionará a los estudiantes información que servirá como punto 
de partida para que escriban una historia real o ficticia. Los estudiantes utilizarán la información 
para tomar decisiones, resolver problemas y desarrollar escritos originales. El enunciado que 
incita una redacción explicativa les indicará que expliquen un tema o una cita para informar al 
lector. Al responder al tema o a la cita dada, se les pedirá a los estudiantes que expliquen su 
punto de vista y desarrollen un escrito original. Deberán incluir razones, ejemplos y otras 
pruebas para respaldar sus explicaciones. 
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3. ¿Cómo puede prepararse un estudiante para la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°? 
 
Los padres y los tutores son los defensores más importantes que tienen los niños/as. Ellos deben 
apoyarlos en todo trabajo académico y asegurarse de que tomen decisiones responsables, incluso 
de que tengan una dieta equilibrada y duerman lo suficiente. Esto es sumamente importante a la 
hora de completar exámenes y es esencial para ayudar a los estudiantes a demostrar sus 
conocimientos en las evaluaciones estatales. Durante el año escolar, los padres y tutores deben 
involucrarse activamente en la educación de sus hijos/as y ayudarlos a que encuentren el tiempo 
y lugar adecuados para hacer sus tareas. Padres, tutores y niños/as deben crear oportunidades 
para leer y aprender juntos, además de establecer metas realistas para el año académico. Analizar 
los logros y los retos de cada día garantizará que los niños/as sean conscientes de que sus padres 
y tutores los apoyan y animan durante todo el año escolar. 
 
Su distrito escolar toma decisiones constantemente con respecto a las materias y los programas 
que afectan a su hijo/a. El Departamento de Educación del Estado de Nueva Jersey desea animar 
a todos los padres a que participen en la toma de decisiones de su distrito y a que trabajen 
estrechamente con los maestros para asegurarse de que sus hijos/as estén aprendiendo lo que las 
normas exigen. 
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4. ¿Cuánto tiempo dura la evaluación del año 2014? 
 
Para los estudiantes de 6° grado, la NJ ASK de la primavera del 2014 se llevará a cabo durante 
cuatro mañanas desde el 5 al 8 de mayo de 2014, con recuperaciones entre el 12 y el 16 de mayo 
de 2014.  Mientras que para los estudiantes de 7° y 8° grado la NJ ASK de la primavera del 2014 
se desarrollará durante cuatro mañanas desde el 28 de abril al 1 de mayo de 2014, con 
recuperaciones entre el 5 y el 9 de mayo de 2014.   
 
En sexto y séptimo grado, se evalúan dos áreas de contenido durante cuatro días. La prueba de 
Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés (English Language Arts o ELA, por sus siglas en inglés) se 
realizará durante los días 1 y 2, y la de Matemáticas durante los días 3 y 4. En octavo grado, se 
evalúan tres áreas de contenido durante cuatro días: Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés (ELA) durante 
los días 1 y 2, Matemáticas durante el día 3 y Ciencias durante el día 4. 
 
La prueba de Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés requiere que los estudiantes lean pasajes y contesten 
preguntas sobre estos textos. Estos pasajes se seleccionan de publicaciones como libros, 
periódicos y revistas, así como de textos informativos. Las áreas de destrezas de Matemáticas de 
sexto y séptimo grado incluyen: razones y relaciones de proporción, el sistema numérico, 
expresiones y ecuaciones, geometría y estadística y probabilidad. Las áreas de destrezas de 
Matemáticas de octavo grado incluyen: el sistema numérico, expresiones y ecuaciones, 
funciones, geometría y estadística y probabilidad. Asimismo, para los estudiantes de octavo 
grado, las preguntas de Ciencias medirán conocimientos y destrezas en tres áreas: ciencias de la 
vida, ciencias físicas y ciencias de la tierra. 
 
Todas las pruebas de la NJ ASK de 6° a 8° deben realizarse en un determinado límite de tiempo. 
Este límite no incluye el tiempo utilizado para distribuir y recolectar los materiales, leer las 
instrucciones ni dar descansos a los estudiantes. El tiempo destinado a cada una de las pruebas es 
aproximadamente el siguiente:  
 

Sexto grado 
 

• Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés, día 1  1 hora, 45 minutos 
• Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés, día 2 2 horas, 15 minutos 
• Matemáticas, día 1 1 hora, 4 minutos 
• Matemáticas, día 2 1 hora, 9 minutos 

 
Séptimo grado 

 

• Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés, día 1 1 hora, 45 minutos 
• Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés, día 2 2 horas, 15 minutos 
• Matemáticas, día 1 1 hora, 4 minutos 
• Matemáticas, día 2 1 hora, 9 minutos 

 
Octavo grado 

 

• Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés, día 1 1 hora, 45 minutos 
• Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés, día 2 2 horas, 15 minutos 
• Matemáticas, día 1 2 horas, 13 minutos 
• Ciencias, día 1 2 horas 
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5. ¿Qué tan imparcial es la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°? 
 
Educadores de Nueva Jersey y profesionales capacitados cuidadosamente revisan todos los 
materiales de la evaluación, incluso los pasajes de lectura y preguntas, para asegurar que las 
preguntas sean imparciales, que correspondan a las expectativas de las CCSS (Artes del 
Lenguaje en Inglés y Matemática) y las NJCCCS (Ciencias), que sean similares al contenido 
enseñado en clases en todo el estado y que no resulten ofensivas para ningún grupo de personas. 
Después de la evaluación, se hace un análisis estadístico de todas las preguntas para determinar 
si contienen algún sesgo racial, étnico o de género. Si el análisis estadístico de cualquier 
pregunta de la evaluación obtiene malos resultados, la pregunta se eliminará de la evaluación en 
el futuro. Los maestros locales, los integrantes del equipo para el estudio de los niños/as y los 
administradores que se especializan en niños/as con necesidades especiales participan en el 
desarrollo de las evaluaciones estatales de Nueva Jersey. El estado también toma en cuenta las 
sugerencias de los educadores en cuanto a las adaptaciones necesarias para que estos estudiantes 
tengan acceso a la evaluación y puedan demostrar lo que saben. 
 
 
6. ¿Cómo puedo obtener más información sobre la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°? 
 
El Departamento de Educación del Estado de Nueva Jersey ha producido materiales para ayudar 
a los padres y maestros a preparar a los estudiantes para tomar la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°. Este 
folleto, por ejemplo, se ofrece a través de la escuela de su hijo/a. La escuela de su hijo/a y las 
oficinas del distrito escolar tienen información adicional sobre la evaluación NJ ASK de 6° a 8° 
y sobre el progreso de su hijo/a en el desarrollo de las destrezas y los conocimientos que esta 
evalúa. 
 

El Departamento de Educación de Nueva Jersey ofrece muchas fuentes de información (en 
inglés) sobre la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°: 
 
En Internet: http://www.state.nj.us/education 
Oficina de Publicaciones (Office of Publications) 
Oficina de Evaluaciones (Office of Assessments) 

609-341-3456 
 
Dirección: 

New Jersey Department of Education 
P.O. Box 500 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0500 
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INFORMACIÓN PARA EL ESTUDIANTE 
 
1. ¿Qué es la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°?  
 
La NJ ASK de 6°, 7° y 8° es la evaluación del estado para TODOS los estudiantes en escuelas públicas de 
Nueva Jersey en grados 6, 7 y 8. La evaluación mide lo que hayas logrado en Artes del Lenguaje en 
Inglés, Matemáticas y Ciencias (8° grado). La evaluación te dará la oportunidad de mostrar hasta qué 
punto estás cumpliendo con las normas académicas del estado. Estudiantes en grados 6, 7 y 8 tomaran la 
NJ ASK de April 28 a Mayo 16, 2014, con fechas específicas dependiendo de su grado. Haz lo mejor que 
puedas para mostrar lo que has aprendido. 
 
 
2. ¿Cómo son las preguntas de la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°? 
 
Las preguntas de muestra aparecen en la página 9 de este folleto. Además de las preguntas de muestra que 
aquí aparecen, se encuentran disponibles preguntas de muestra adicionales de Artes del Lenguaje en 
Inglés y Matemáticas en el sitio web del departamento: http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/ms/. Los 
maestros deberán revisar las preguntas de muestra con sus estudiantes para mostrarles los tipos de 
preguntas que encontrarán cuando tomen la NJ ASK. El objetivo de las preguntas de muestra es dar a los 
estudiantes, maestros y padres la oportunidad de informarse sobre el formato y contenido de la NJ ASK y 
revisar procedimientos generales de la misma. No tienen como intención guiar el currículo de la escuela o 
del distrito ni reemplazar la enseñanza del estudiante en las normas académicas del estado. 
 
 
3. ¿Qué debo esperar cuando tome la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°? 
 
La sección de Artes del Lenguaje en Inglés tendrá preguntas de opción múltiple y preguntas abiertas. Se 
te pedirá que leas pasajes y contestes preguntas. Estas preguntas siempre se basan en un pasaje de lectura. 
En cada pregunta de opción múltiple, deberás escoger la mejor respuesta entre cuatro opciones. Para 
contestar, rellenarás el círculo de la respuesta que escojas en tu carpeta de respuestas o escribirás tu 
respuesta en las líneas que aparecen en tu carpeta de respuestas. 
 
La NJ ASK de 6° a 8° ofrece dos tipos de pasajes de lectura: los estudiantes leerán cuentos y textos 
informativos seleccionados. En este folleto se dan ejemplos de pasajes y preguntas que pueden encontrase 
en la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°. 
 
También se te pedirá que respondas a tareas de redacción en que se te pedirá que escribas sobre un tema 
persuasivo o argumentativo. Se te pedirá que respondas a la tarea en formato de una carta o ensayo en que 
apoyas o te opones a la posición o afirmación dada. Escribe tu respuesta usando razones y pruebas que 
están basados en tus conocimientos de libros, historia, ciencias, noticias de actualidad, o tu misma 
experiencia u observaciones para desarrollar tu ensayo. También se te pedirá que respondas a información 
específica que te darán en una tarea de redacción narrativa o expositiva. Usaras la información de la tarea 
para escribir una historia—real o ficticia, o se te pedirá que des una respuesta en que expliques un tema 
que puede ser basado en una cita. 
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La sección de Matemáticas tendrá preguntas de respuesta elaborada breve, preguntas de opción múltiple 
y preguntas de respuesta elaborada extensa.  
 
Los estudiantes de sexto y séptimo grado no podrán utilizar calculadoras durante el Día 1 de la evaluación 
de matemáticas. El uso de calculadoras se permite durante el Día 2.  
 
Los estudiantes de octavo grado no podrán utilizar calculadoras en las primeras tres partes de la prueba de 
matemáticas. El uso de calculadoras se permite en las últimas tres partes.  
 
Utilizarás una hoja de referencias matemáticas, una regla y un transportador en algunas preguntas de la 
evaluación. 
 
Solamente para los estudiantes de octavo grado, la sección de Ciencias tendrá preguntas de opción 
múltiple y preguntas abiertas. Las preguntas abiertas te pedirán que expliques o ilustres conceptos 
científicos. 
 
 
4. ¿Qué más debo saber sobre cómo tomar la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°? 
 
Cuando tomes la NJ ASK de 6° a 8°, tu maestro te dará instrucciones claras sobre cómo completar cada 
parte del examen con un determinado límite de tiempo antes de comenzar la evaluación. Durante la 
evaluación, tu maestro también te avisará cuánto tiempo te queda para terminar cada parte. 
 
Podrás escribir en los espacios en blanco de cualquiera de las páginas del cuadernillo de la prueba 
mientras trates de encontrar la respuesta adecuada. Sin embargo, asegúrate de marcar tus respuestas 
en los espacios reservados para ellas en tu carpeta de respuestas. Además, asegúrate de que tu trabajo 
no sobrepase los márgenes de cada página. Tu maestro te lo recordará en las mañanas en que tomes el 
examen. 
 
Si terminas alguna de las partes de la evaluación antes de tiempo y ya has revisado tu trabajo para 
asegurarte de que hiciste lo mejor posible, podrás revisar tu trabajo y luego permanecer sentado en 
silencio esperando las instrucciones del maestro. 
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