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Frequently Asked Questions About NAEP

Assessment
Day Tips

Encourage your
students to do
their best.

Explain to your
students that they
are representing
many other fourth-
graders across
the country.

Emphasize to your
students the impor-
tance of showing the
country what fourth-
grade students know
and can do.
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The percent of fourth-

graders who read
for fun on their own
almost every day

This publication was prepared
for the National Assessment of
Educational Progress by Westat
under contract (ED-01-0082/
0013) to the National Center
for Education Statistics, U.S.
Department of Education.

What is NAEP?

The National Assessment

of Educational Progress,
often called The Nation s
Report Card, is the only
measure of student achieve-
ment in the United States
that you can use to compare
the performance of students
in your state with the
performance of students
across the nation or in
other states.

Do the NAEP assessments
replace the state assessments?
No. NAEP and state assess-
ments measure different
constructs but work together
to provide information on
student performance.

What are the goals of NAEP?
NAEP has two major goals:
to compare student achieve-
ment in states and other
jurisdictions and to track
changes in achievement of

fourth-, eighth-, and twelfth-
graders over time in math-
ematics, reading, writing,
science, history, and other
content domains.

What does NAEP assess and
how is the content determined?
A subject-speci ¢ content
framework, developed by
the National Assessment
Governing Board (NAGB)),
guides each assessment.

The frameworks are available
at www.nagb.org, and they
include a range of subject-
speci ¢ content and thinking
skills needed by students to
deal with the complex issues
they encounter inside and
outside their classrooms.

Can my school get school-level or
individual student-level results?
No. The Nation s Report
Card provides data for large
groups of students. Typically,
state, regional, and national

results are reported for
grades 4 and 8. At grade 12,
only national and regional
results are reported.

Why should students
participate in NAEP?

The participation of each
student selected is important
to the success of The Nation s
Report Card because only

a representative sample

will allow the assessment

to provide fair, accurate,
and useful information on
student achievement. Each
student represents many
other students in his or

her state.

How can teachers prepare
their students for NAEP?
Special preparation is not
necessary or expected.
You can encourage your
students to come to school
well-rested and to try their
best on assessment day.

NAEP in the News

Recently, news media, research
groups, and teacher advocacy
organizations have focused on
educational assessment and
accountability.

Because NAEP is the only
assessment that uses a nationally
representative sample, many
articles and research reports
cite NAEP data. These articles
and reports are varied in their
perspective and focus. Some
articles compare other assess-
ment results to NAEP; others
focus on the trend data that NAEP
provides. Researchers are able to
track student performance over
time and across the country. The
following columns contain a
sampling of reports and articles
which reference NAEP

The New York Times
published Young Students
Post Solid Gains in Federal
Tests about the release

of the NAEP Long-Term
Trend reading and math-
ematics results.

The National Education
Association cited NAEP
results as a con rmation

of No Child Left Behind
testing. This article offers
key questions for teachers
to consider when analyzing
NAEP State results.

The Wall Street Journal
published a story, How
Charlotte Tops Big Cities
in School Tests, with an
analysis of the results

from the NAEP 2005 Trial
Urban District Assessment.

The Christian Science
Monitor published an
article about the release
of the NAEP 2005 Science
results, Elementary
schoolers climb in science
scores. The article docu-
ments that there was virtually
no change among eighth-
graders from previous
scores in 1996 and 2000.

As educational accountability
continues to dominate
education news, one thing
remains a constant:

NAEP data will continue

to be referenced in
assessment articles.

http://nationsreportcard.gov






