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The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) writing results are based on a representative 
sample of students for the nation’s public schools and for New Jersey.  Since New Jersey did not 
participate in the earlier NAEP writing assessments in 1998 or 2002, no trend data are reported for New 
Jersey.  

The state-level NAEP 2007 writing assessment was administered to eighth-grade students only.  Forty-
five states, the Department of Defense schools, and 10 large urban districts participated in the NAEP 2007 
writing assessment.  The assessment results are described in terms of their average writing score on a 0-
300 scale. 

The figure below compares the average scale scores in writing at grade 8 for New Jersey and the nation’s 
public schools.     

• New Jersey overall 
average score was higher 
than the nation’s public 
schools.  

• The male students in New 
Jersey had an average 
score that was higher 
than the nation, and lower 
than the female students 
by 15 points.  This 
performance gap was 
lower than that of the 
nation (20 points). 

• The female students in 
New Jersey had a score 
higher than the nation.  

• The Black students in 
New Jersey had an 
average score that was 
higher than the nation, 
and lower than that of the 
White students by 32 
points.  This performance 
gap was wider than the 
nation (22 points). 

• The Hispanic students in 
New Jersey had an 
average score that was 
higher than the nation, 
and lower than that of the 
White students by 22 
points.  This performance 
gap was not different 
from that of the nation (21 
points). 

 
 

 
Source:  U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Assessment for 
Education Statistics, NAEP Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP 2007) writing assessment.  




