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Teaching	
  for	
  Biliteracy:	
  	
  	
  
Strengthening	
  Bridges	
  between	
  
Languages	
  
Available	
  from	
  Caslon	
  Publishing:	
  
•  caslonpublishing.com	
  
	
  
hKp://caslonpublishing.com/
conference/njdoe-­‐spring-­‐conference/	
  



Agenda	
  for	
  June	
  4	
  &	
  5:	
  
•  IntroducPons	
  
•  Defining	
  Language	
  AcquisiPon	
  Programs	
  
•  Sample	
  Biliteracy	
  Unit	
  of	
  InstrucPon	
  
•  Strategies	
  for	
  Developing	
  Oracy	
  and	
  Literacy	
  in	
  
Two	
  Languages	
  

•  Elements	
  of	
  a	
  Biliteracy	
  Unit	
  Framework	
  
•  Scheduling	
  for	
  Biliteracy	
  Development	
  
•  Elements	
  of	
  the	
  Bridge	
  
•  ContrasPve	
  Analysis	
  of	
  Languages	
  through	
  the	
  
Bridge	
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Par?cipants	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to:	
  
•  Describe	
  the	
  elements	
  of	
  a	
  biliteracy	
  
unit	
  framework	
  

•  Implement	
  strategies	
  that	
  support	
  the	
  
development	
  of	
  literacy	
  skills	
  across	
  two	
  
languages	
  and	
  that	
  support	
  the	
  Bridge	
  

•  Provide	
  examples	
  of	
  areas	
  of	
  
metalinguisPc	
  focus	
  during	
  the	
  Bridge.	
  

	
  
Cheryl	
  Urow,	
  

teachingforbiliteracy@gmail.com,	
  2014	
  	
  



Introduc?ons:	
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•  Human	
  Affinity	
  Diagram	
  
•  On	
  a	
  post	
  it,	
  please	
  write	
  your	
  biggest	
  quesPon,	
  
concern,	
  goal,	
  interest	
  about	
  teaching	
  for	
  
biliteracy	
  and	
  the	
  Bridge	
  

•  Stand	
  up	
  and	
  introduce	
  yourself	
  to	
  someone.	
  	
  Find	
  
out	
  if	
  your	
  post-­‐its	
  have	
  an	
  affinity	
  or	
  not.	
  

•  Form	
  a	
  group,	
  and	
  be	
  prepared	
  to	
  share	
  your	
  
“affinity”:	
  	
  	
  

We	
  are	
  all	
  interested	
  in…	
  	
  
	
  



Teaching for biliteracy… 

Strategically 
plans for the 
three linguistic 
spaces: Spanish, 
the Bridge, and 
English  

Allows all 
students to 
participate 
actively and 
meaningfully. 

Explicitly builds 
receptive and 
productive oral 
language 

Teaching 
for 
Biliteracy 

Integrates 
literacy 
and 
content 



Biliteracy	
  Strategies	
  
•  Total	
  Physical	
  Response	
  (TPR)	
  
•  Language	
  Experience	
  Approach	
  (LEA)	
  
•  Fishbowl	
  
•  Sentence	
  Prompts	
  
• Word	
  sort	
  
•  AcPve	
  reading	
  
•  Focused	
  Reading	
  

Cheryl	
  Urow,	
  
teachingforbiliteracy@gmail.com,	
  2014	
  	
  



Biliteracy	
  Strategies	
  

• What	
  effecPve	
  biliteracy	
  strategies	
  have	
  
in	
  common	
  is	
  that	
  they	
  all…	
  
– 	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  at	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  grade	
  levels,	
  
and	
  across	
  content	
  areas.	
  

– 	
  are	
  construcPvist	
  in	
  nature	
  –	
  child	
  
centered	
  

– 	
  explicitly	
  develop	
  oracy	
  	
  
Cheryl	
  Urow,	
  

teachingforbiliteracy@gmail.com,	
  2014	
  	
  



Na?onal	
  Literacy	
  Panel	
  (August	
  &	
  
Shanahan,	
  2006)	
  
•  ELLs	
  are	
  oden	
  highly	
  skilled	
  at	
  word	
  
level	
  skills:	
  	
  
• Word	
  recogniPon	
  	
  
• Decoding	
  
• Spelling	
  

9	
  



Na?onal	
  Literacy	
  Panel	
  (August	
  &	
  
Shanahan,	
  2006)	
  
•  ELLs	
  lag	
  behind	
  their	
  peers	
  in	
  text	
  
level	
  skills	
  
• Reading	
  comprehension	
  
•  Inferring	
  
• PredicPng	
  
• Paraphrasing	
  

10	
  



	
  
Na?onal	
  Literacy	
  Panel	
  (August	
  
&	
  Shanahan,	
  2006)	
  
Research	
  suggests	
  that	
  the	
  
reason	
  for	
  disparity	
  between	
  
word	
  and	
  text-­‐level	
  skills	
  
among	
  language-­‐minority	
  
students	
  is	
  oral	
  English	
  
proficiency.	
  
	
  
	
  

There is a link 

between oracy 

and literacy. 



Cheryl	
  Urow,	
  2014,	
  
teachingforbiliteracy@gmail.com	
  



Cheryl	
  Urow,	
  2014,	
  
teachingforbiliteracy@gmail.com	
  

Why	
  four	
  colors?	
  



Cheryl	
  Urow,	
  2014,	
  
teachingforbiliteracy@gmail.com	
  



p.	
  16-­‐17
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Word	
  sort:	
  

• Work	
  with	
  a	
  partner	
  
• Categorize	
  the	
  words	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  
reflects	
  the	
  Biliteracy	
  Unit	
  
Framework	
  (BUF)	
  on	
  p.	
  3	
  of	
  your	
  
handouts.	
  

!

Cheryl	
  Urow,	
  2014,	
  
teachingforbiliteracy@gmail.com	
  



Biliteracy	
  Unit	
  Framework	
  -­‐	
  BUF	
  
	
  

	
  

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com	
  

•  Standards	
  –	
  Content	
  
•  Standards	
  –	
  Language	
  Arts	
  
•  Big	
  Ideas	
  –	
  Content	
  and	
  Literacy	
  
•  Oracy	
  development	
  
•  Reading	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Wri?ng	
  	
  	
  Word	
  Study	
  
•  Assessment	
  
•  Bridge	
  –	
  metalinguis?c	
  focus	
  
•  English	
  Language	
  Arts	
  -­‐	
  Extension	
  
	
  



Planning,	
  teaching	
  and	
  
scheduling	
  for	
  
biliteracy	
  are	
  different	
  
than	
  for	
  monoliteracy	
  
because	
  of	
  the	
  three	
  
linguisPc	
  spaces.	
  	
  Cheryl Urow, 2014, 

teachingforbiliteracy@gmail.com 



Teaching	
  for	
  Biliteracy…	
  

• Explicit	
  planning	
  for	
  the	
  three	
  
linguisPc	
  spaces	
  within	
  each	
  
unit	
  of	
  study:	
  Spanish,	
  the	
  
Bridge,	
  and	
  English	
  

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com	
  



Teaching	
  for	
  Biliteracy…	
  
•  Explicit	
  planning	
  for	
  the	
  three	
  linguisPc	
  
spaces	
  within	
  each	
  unit	
  of	
  study:	
  
Spanish,	
  the	
  Bridge,	
  and	
  English	
  

• Includes	
  explicit	
  literacy	
  
instrucPon	
  in	
  both	
  languages	
  
every	
  day*	
  

*	
  Except	
  for	
  ½	
  day	
  Pre-­‐K	
  or	
  ½	
  day	
  Kinder	
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Time Subject Language 
 
 

8:30 – 8:50 Journals 
 
 

Student choice 
 

8:50 – 10:00 Spanish Language 
Arts  

• Guided reading 
• Writing 
• Word Work 

Spanish 

10:00 – 10:15 SSR Student choice 
 
 

10:15 – 11:30 Math 
• Writing 
• Word Work 

 

Spanish 

11:30 – 12:15 Lunch/Recess Student choice 
 

12:15 – 1:15 Inquiry –STEM & 
Social Studies 

• Experiments 
• Inquiry based 

projects 

Spanish 

1:15-2:00 English Language 
Arts 

• Guided reading 
• Writing 
• Word Work 

 

English 

2:00 – 3:00 Specials 
 

English 

!
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Time Subject Language 
 
 

8:30 – 8:50 Journals 
 
 

Student choice 
 

8:50 – 10:00 Spanish Language 
Arts  

• Guided reading 
• Writing 
• Word Work 

Spanish 

10:00 – 10:15 SSR Student choice 
 
 

10:15 – 11:30 Inquiry –STEM & 
Social Studies 

• Experiments 
• Inquiry based 

projects 

Spanish 

11:30 – 12:15 Lunch/Recess Student choice 
 

12:15 – 1:15 Math 
• Word study 
• Writing 

English 
 
 
 

1:15-2:00 English Language 
Arts 

• Guided reading 
• Writing 
• Word Work 

 

English 

2:00 – 3:00 Specials 
 

English 

!
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50/50	
  
Time Subject Language 

 
 

8:30 – 8:50 Journals 
 
 

Student choice 
 

8:50 – 10:00 Science and 
Language Arts 

• Science 
experiments 

• Guided reading 
• Writing 
• Word Work 

 
 

Spanish 

10:00 – 10:15 SSR Student choice 
 
 

10:15 – 11:30 Social Studies and 
Language Arts 

• Guided reading 
• Writing 
• Word Work 

 

Spanish 

11:30 – 12:15 Lunch/Recess Student choice 
 

12:15 – 1:15 Math 
• Writing 
• Word Work 

 

English 

1:15-2:00 English Language 
Arts 

• Guided reading 
• Writing 
• Word Work 

 

English 

2:00 – 3:00 Specials 
 

English 

!
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•  Life	
  cycle	
  
•  Pictures	
  support	
  
comprehension	
  

•  a,	
  e,	
  i,	
  o,	
  u	
  
•  ma,	
  me,	
  mi,	
  mo	
  mu	
  

	
  Science/Spanish	
  
Language	
  Arts	
  –	
  
September	
  	
  



English	
  Language	
  Arts	
  –	
  
October	
  
•  Pictures	
  support	
  
comprehension	
  

•  Difference	
  between	
  
fic?on	
  and	
  non-­‐fic?on	
  

•  Sight	
  words:	
  	
  the,	
  is,	
  not,	
  
do,	
  don’t	
  



English	
  Language	
  Arts	
  –	
  
October	
  
•  Pictures	
  support	
  
comprehension	
  

•  Difference	
  between	
  
fic?on	
  and	
  non-­‐fic?on	
  

•  Sight	
  words:	
  	
  the,	
  is,	
  not,	
  
do,	
  don’t	
  

Spanish	
  Science/Language	
  
Arts	
  –	
  October	
  
•  Force	
  and	
  mo?on	
  
•  pa,	
  pe,	
  pi,	
  po,	
  pu	
  
•  ja,	
  je,	
  ji,	
  jo,	
  ju	
  


