Facts about

New Jersey Charter Schools

· Fifty-one approved charter schools are located throughout New Jersey in rural, suburban, and urban areas.

· Fourteen counties (Atlantic, Bergen, Camden, Cape May, Essex, Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren) have approved charter schools.

· Three approved charter schools are taking 2003-04 as a planning year.
· In September 2003, over 14,500 students in kindergarten through grade 12 are enrolled in the 48 operational charter schools.

· Projected charter school kindergarten enrollment for 2003-04 is 921 students. 

· Average enrollment in a charter school is 193 students.

· Average school year for a charter school is 186 days.

· Average length of a school day in a charter school is slightly over 7 hours.

· Average instruction time is slightly over 6 hours.

· As of May 2003, 36 of the charter schools that opened in September 1997, 1998, and 1999 were granted renewals for five-year periods. 

· All classroom teachers and professional support staff must hold appropriate New Jersey certification.
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· Charter schools are open to all students from the districts of residence on a space-available basis and cannot discriminate in their admission policies on the basis of intellectual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, status as a handicapped person, proficiency in the English language, or any other basis which is deemed illegal if used by district boards of education.

· Charter schools may not charge tuition.

New Jersey Charter Schools

Are Accountable
· Charters bring American education to a new and unprecedented level of accountability.

· Charter schools test and evaluate students annually.

· Charter schools have detailed, written performance contracts with the New Jersey Department of Education. 

· Charter schools give parents new freedom to choose their public schools and “vote with their feet.”

· Charter schools routinely measure parent approval and student progress. They must respond with proven success to the New Jersey Department of Education, parents, policymakers, and their communities.

· If a charter school is not successful, the charter can be revoked by the New Jersey Department of Education.


XYZ CHARTER SCHOOL

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the XYZ Charter School is (Insert your mission statement here.)

The XYZ Charter School opened in XXXX (year).

The XYZ Charter School serves grades X through X.

Contact Information

Lead Person Name and Title

Address

Telephone:

Fax:

E-mail:


Charter Schools

A Guide for Our

Community Partners



Frequently Asked Questions about Charter Schools

A charter school is a public school:

· Open to all students on a space-available basis.
· Independent of the local board of education.
· Managed by a board of trustees who are authorized to supervise and control by the State Board of Education.
· Staffed by classroom teachers and professional support staff who hold appropriate New Jersey certification.
What is the relationship between a charter school and a district board of education?

· Funding for a charter school comes from state and local taxpayers through its district board of education.
· The district board of education is responsible for transportation of charter school students residing in its district on the same terms and conditions as the students attending other district public schools. 

Who may establish a charter school?

· Teaching staff members.
· Parents with children attending the district schools.
· A combination of teaching staff members and parents.
· An institution of higher learning in conjunction with teaching staff members and parents.
· A private entity located within the state in conjunction with teaching staff members and parents.
Who can attend a charter school?

· All students on a space-available basis.
· If applicants exceed available spaces, a random selection process is used.
· Preference is given to children of the district of residence.

· Enrollment priority is given to siblings of students currently enrolled in a charter school.
What is the educational program at a charter school?

· Charter school students are required to meet the same academic performance standards as district school students.

· The charter school curriculum must address the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards.

· For a student with educational disabilities, the charter school must make available the educational program as prescribed by the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP).





Our Goals

· Build trust in the quality programs of our charter school.
· Develop and improve relationships between our school and the community.
· Expand the classroom by offering students exposure to business and civic representatives.
· Develop a dialogue among school staff, parents, board members, students, and community members about important local issues.
· Increase the school’s ability to contribute to the well-being of the community.
· Broaden the ability of the community to support, advocate for, and plan quality education.
· Provide students with community mentors.
· Create a better workforce through career awareness experiences for our students.
· Demonstrate and document how schools and communities can work together to achieve common educational goals.
What Parents Say about 

Charter Schools:

· “Not only have my children excelled in the school’s environment, but so have we as parents.  We’ve become more active in our children’s school lives.  The staff and faculty have always made us feel welcomed; the children are confident and comfortable to learn and express their opinions.”
· “I chose to place my kids in the charter school because I was looking for an environment which was safe both physically and emotionally for my children.  What I got was a community.”

What Students Say 

about Charter Schools:

· “I like how the classes have a small amount of students and the fact that we stay together over the years.  I became close to them; they are my family.  We learned about each other, especially pet peeves, which made us learn how to cope with different personalities.”

· “I like going to my charter school because they have more activities for kids to try than other schools.”  

What Teachers and Administrators

Say about Charter Schools:

· “What makes a charter school a great place to work is its small size; the friendly atmosphere; diversity of students; and the collaboration among parents, teachers, and the community.”

· “A charter school goes to any limit to help a child socially, academically, and emotionally.  It is an unusual opportunity in today’s world.”

· “A charter school is all about the children.”
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