
FACTS LEGISLATORS 
 
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT


NEW JERSEY CHARTER SCHOOLS 

CHARTER SCHOOLS ARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS THAT:

· have a charter granted by the Commissioner of Education.

· operate independently of a district board of education.

· are managed by a board of trustees deemed to be public agents authorized by the State Board of Education to supervise and control the school.

Charter School Statistics

· Fifty-one approved charter schools are located throughout New Jersey in rural, suburban, and urban areas.

· Fourteen counties (Atlantic, Bergen, Camden, Cape May, Essex, Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren) have approved charter schools.

· Three approved charter schools are taking 2003-04 as a planning year.

· In September 2003, over 14,500 students in kindergarten through grade 12 are enrolled in the 48 operational charter schools.

· Projected charter school kindergarten enrollment for 2003-04 is 921 students. 

· Average enrollment in a charter school is 193 students.

· Average school year for a charter school is 186 days.

· Average length of a school day in a charter school is slightly over 7 hours.

· Average instruction time is slightly over 6 hours.

· As of May 2003, 36 of the charter schools that opened in September 1997, 1998, and 1999 were granted renewals for five-year periods. 

· All classroom teachers and professional support staff must hold appropriate New Jersey certification.

· Charter schools are open to all students from the districts of residence on a space-available basis and cannot discriminate in their admission policies on the basis of intellectual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, status as a handicapped person, proficiency in the English language, or any other basis which is deemed illegal if used by district boards of education.

· Charter schools may not charge tuition.

