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SCHOOL ETHICS COMMISSION MEETING 
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2016 

Rohen Bender called Lhe meeLing LO order at 9:32 a.m. 

Nolice or Lhe meeling was provided lo lhe Stale House Press Corps and Lhe Secrelary of 
State and filed as required hy Lhe Open Puhlic Meetings Act. In allcndam:e were Commb-;ion 
members Frank Digesere, Mark Finkclslcin (arrived al 9:40 a.m.). Dan Kaplan, Louis Modugno, 
Ellen Polaner and Chairperson Rohen Bender. 

Aeling I:xccutive Director Kathryn Whalen, I .cgal Spedalisl Jesse I ..am.Ion, AdministraLive 
Assistanl Karin Molnar an<l Deputy Allorneys General Donna Arons, Geoffrey Stark, Beth Shore 
an<l Kalhryn Duran were also in attendance. 

Chaiqicrson Bender greeted Commission member I ~lien Polaner and welcomed her hack. 

9:36 a.m. Molion was made hy Dan Kaplan and sc<.:onde<l by I ~lien Polan<:r to adjourn to 

Executive Session to discuss rnnridemial mallers am.l to obtain legal advice regarding the 
following complaints. advisory requests. and matters involving possible litigation: C25-l 6. C26
l6, C27-16, C29-16, C07-16, C08-16, C21-16, DOl-16. D02-16, D0.3- 16, A24-16, Al5-16, A22
16, A23-16. Cl7-16. C.32-16. Cl7-12, CIX-12, C21-12, Cl6-12. COX-15, C50-12, C51-12, C52
12 and a Doctrine of Necessity filed hy the Lodi Board of Education. Vote: 5 - Yes 0 - No 

12:20 p.m. <)pen Session 

Complaints 

C25-16 Motion was mmk hy Frank Digesere and seconded hy Ellen Polaner LO grant the 
motion to dismiss Count 2 in its entirety as well as N..l.S.A. 18A:l2-24. l(a) in Count 3, lo deny 
the motion to dismiss all other allegations in this matter and lo find nol frivolous. Vote: 6 - Yes 
O- No 1 

1 Al its meeting on Octohcr 22. 20 I 6 and prior to adoption of this decision and the Septemhcr 27. 
2016 minutes. the Sd10ol Eth k s Commission voted to rcl'.onsidcr this maucr. an<l lo hold any 
dccbion in aheyance until conclusion of the matter pending hefore the Commissioner of 
I~ducation. 
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C26-16 Molion was mat.le hy Dan Kaplan and seconded hy Frank Digeserc to Lransmil this 
mauer to the Ortke or Adminislralive Law (OJ\I ,) for a hearing to he held at a !mer date. Vote: 6 
- Yes 0 · No 

C27-16 Motion was made by Dan Kaplan and secont.led by Mark Finkebtein lo find no 
probable cause and to dismiss this mauer in its emirely. Vote: 6 Yes O - No 

C29-16 Molion was made by Mark Finkelstein and seconded hy Louis Modugno to find not 
frivolous and to transmil this maller lo lhe OAL rnr a hearing to he held at a later <late. Vole: 6 -
Ycs 0 - No 

C07-16 Motion was made by Frank Digcsere and seconded by Dan Kaplan to adopt the 
decision as wrillen. Vote: 4 - Yes 0 - No 2 - Abstentions (Louis Modugno and Ellen 
Polancr abstained.) 

C08-16 Motion was made hy Frank Digeserc und secondeu hy Dun Kaplan to auopt lhe 
dedsion as wrilten. Vote: 4 Yes 0 - No 2 - Abstentions (Louis Modugno and Ellen 
Polaner abstained.) 

C21-16 Motion was made by Frank Digescre and seconded hy Dan Kaplan to adopt the 
decision as written. Vole: 4 - Yes 0 - No 2 - Abstentions (Louis Modugno and Ellen 
Polaner abstained.) 

Orders To Show Cause for Failure to File Personal/Relative and Financial Disclosure 
Statements 

001-16 Motion was made by Frank Digcsere and seconded hy Dan Kaplan to adopt lhe 
( >n.Jcr To Show Cause in this mauer. Vole: 4 - Ycs 0 - No 2 AbstenLions (I .ouis Modugno 
anti Ellen Polaner ahslained.) 

002-16 Motion was made by Frank Digesere and seconded by Dan Kaplan to adopt the 
Order To Show Cause in this matter. Vote: 4 - Ycs 0 No 2 - Abslenlions (I .ouis Modugno 
and Ellen Polaner abstained. ) 

003-16 Motion was made by Frank Digcscre and seconded by Dan Kaplan to adopt lhc 
Order To Show Cause in this maller. Vote: 4 - Yc... 0 - No 2 Abstentions (Louis Modugno 
and I~ llen Polancr ahslai nctl. ) 
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Advisory Ouinions 

A24-16 Molion wa:-. made hy J,oui.:-. Modugno and seconue<l hy Ellen Polaner lo a<lvise a"i 

dis<.:us-;eu. Vole: 6 - Ye~ 0 - No 

AIS-16 Molion wa~ made hy Mark Finkelstein and 'e<.:onueu hy Frank Digesere to make 

this Opinion puhlic. Vote: 6 - Yes 0 - No 

A22-16 Motion was made hy Dan Kaplan and ~ei.:on<led hy Mark Finkelstein lo make thi~ 

Opinion puhlic. Vole: 6 - Yes 0 - No 

A23-16 Motion was made hy Mark Finkelstein and !-.e<.:onde<l hy Louis Mo<lugno to adopt 

Lhc Opinion as wriuen. Vote 6 - Ye~ 0 - No 

Administrative Dismissals 

C17-16 This maucr was on the agenda for informational purposes only. 

C32-16 This mauer was on the agen<la for infonnalional purposes only. 

Other Business 

Orders to Show Cause for Failure to Complete Board Member Training (2015) Motion 

was made hy Mark Finkelstein and scrnnded hy Ellen J>olaner lo adopt as wrillen and mail lhe 

Orders To Show Cause for K. Coll (Stowe Creek. Cumherlan<.l County). K. Harris (Woodlam.l 

Township, Burlington County). R. I ,amarnres (Chesilhursl, Camden Counly) and R. Murphy 

(Beverly. Burlinglon County). Vole: 6 - Yes O - No 

C17-12, C18-12, C21-12, C16-12 and C08-15 These matters were on the agenda for 

informational purposes only. 

CS0-12, CSJ-12 and C52-12 Motion was made hy Frank Digcsere and scrnndcd hy Dan 

Kaplan to adopt the Resollllions of Censure in these matters as written. Vote: 6 - Yes 0- No 

Minutes 

Molion was made hy Dan Kaplan and seconded hy Frank Digesere to approve the Minutes 

of the Augusl 2::t 2016 meeting as written. Vote 5 Yes 0 No I Ahslcntion (Ellen 

J>ohmcr ahstaine<l.) 
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(} 	 12:32 JJ.m. Motion was made hy Louis Modugno and seconded hy Frank Digcscrc to adjourn. 
Vote: 6 Yes 0 ~ No 

Suhmitte<l hy: 

/ '
I 

wl>JG. 
\ 

I 

Karin I,. Molnar 

) 

4 


