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SECTION 1:  GRANT PROGRAM INFORMATION

1.1 DESCRIPTION OF THE GRANT PROGRAM

The purpose of this continuation NGO for the Access~Collaboration~Equity Plus (ACE+) grant program is to bridge the digital divide in New Jersey while having the students involved with this grant program achieve proficiency in the Core Curriculum Content Standards in language arts literacy.  

The intent of the final contract period (August 1, 2004 – July 31, 2005) Access~Collaboration~Equity Plus (ACE+) grant program is to continue to increase student achievement in language arts literacy through the multi-year program design established in year one of this grant program.  The following outcomes must be fully achieved by the end of the grant program (July 31, 2005).  
a) A staff-supported “off-hour” access to additional educational technology opportunities.
b) Students and their families, particularly those served by schools designated by Title I as category one or category two, have access to information and to technology resources in public locations such as libraries, community centers, housing complexes or in school-based locations with extended hours designated as an ACE Center that will further instructional and educational technology programs.
c) Collaboration occurs between the classroom teacher and the ACE Center to develop innovative instructional programs for increasing language arts literacy achievement of the NJ Language Arts Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

d) Equity exists among all members of the school community by offering the opportunity to increase access to technology.
e) Technology is integrated into the language arts literacy program to increase student achievement of the NJ Language Arts Core Curriculum Content Standards.
f) School staff is provided ongoing and sustained professional development related to current research and practices, and integrating technology into the classroom;

g) Family and community involvement occurs through school-based activities and instruction within the ACE Center for the student and their family that creates a meaningful family experience while also increasing individual technology skills.
h) Evaluation of the success and impact of grant program implementation and strategies is ongoing and reported. 

i) The ACE Center is a self-sustained community-based entity to deliver technological services to students, parents and the community for at least two years beyond the grant program.
j) Equitable services are provided to the nonpublic school students and their families with a continuing, collaborative relationship among the nonpublic school and lead agency.
This is a year two of a two-year grant program.  The second grant period is twelve months long. 


Year One:

August 1, 2003 – July 31, 2004


Year Two:   
August 1, 2004 – July 31, 2005

1.2 ELIGIBILITY TO APPLY

The agencies that received awards through the competitive process under the originating NGO are eligible to apply for continuation funding.  Those agencies are listed in Appendix B.  

In each contract period, the grantee is expected to complete the goals, objectives and activities established in its contract for that contract period and to make satisfactory progress toward the completion of its multi-year plan.  Failure to do so may result in the withdrawal by the Department of Education of certification of the grantee’s eligibility for continuation funding.

The applicant chief school administrator (CSA), chief executive officer (CEO) or lead person must complete the Document of Eligibility form (provided at the end of this NGO) attesting to the agency’s eligibility to apply for these funds.  

1.3
STATUTORY/REGULATORY SOURCE AND FUNDING 

The applicant’s project must be designed and implemented in conformance with all applicable state and federal regulations. The Access~Collaboration~Equity Plus (ACE+) grant program is 100 percent federally funded under the No Child Left Behind Act (Public Law 107-100; Title II, Part D Enhancing Education Through Technology, CFDA # 84.318.)

This continuation grant will be awarded to the eligible LEA that was designated as the lead agency in the year one “eligible local partnership.”  (See Appendix A for definitions and Appendix B for the list of high-need districts). The partnerships established in the originating NGO including that partnership with the nonpublic school must continue to flourish during this final grant period and beyond. 
This multi-year, limited-competitive grant program is designed to provide $6,000,000 in support for two years in diminishing amounts. In the second and final year the approximate amount to be awarded is $2,000,000 (August 1, 2004 – July 31, 2005).  The actual amount will be determined at the time of award revision. 

This program recognizes that the effort needed to establish and implement an ACE Center exists at different levels because some entities called ACE Centers had already existed.  Therefore, different strategies were necessary to meet the grant program requirements and a two-tiered level of assistance was created.

Level one offers a total award over two years of $300,000 per center.

Level one award amounts, per center:


Year One 
$200,000 

Year Two 
$100,000
Level two offers a total award of $150,000 over two years, per center.

Level two award amounts, per center:

Year One
   $100,000 

Year Two 
   $50,000 

Final awards are subject to the availability of E2T2 funds.
1.4
DISSEMINATION OF THIS NOTICE

The Office of Educational and Informational Technology will make this notice available to all eligible school districts listed in Appendix B, the regional assistant commissioners, and to the county superintendents in which the eligible agencies are located. 

Important: This NGO does not constitute the complete application package. All applicants must use this NGO in combination with the Discretionary Grant Application (DGA), which contains required guidance, application forms and instructions, necessary to prepare a complete application.

The DGA is available on the NJDOE web site at: http://www.state.nj.us/njded/grants/discretionary/apps or by contacting the Application Control Center at the New Jersey Department of Education, River View Executive Plaza, Building 100, Route 29, P.O. Box 500, Trenton, NJ  08625-0500; telephone (609) 633-6974; fax (609) 777-1051.

Copies of the NGO are available on the NJDOE web site (above) or by contacting the Office of Educational and Informational Technology at the New Jersey Department of Education, River View Executive Plaza, Building 100, Route 29, P.O. Box 500, Trenton, NJ  08625-0500; telephone (609) 292-3518; fax (609) 341-3884.

1.5
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

The Technical Assistance Workshop will be held:  
Monday, March 8, 2004

12:00 noon – 3:00 p.m.
New Jersey Department of Education
100 Riverview Plaza

Trenton, NJ  08625

*Directions are found at http://www.state.nj.us/njded/genfo/directions.htm
Preregistration is required by Tuesday, March 2, 2004. Please register at the following e-mail address:  doe-register@doe.state.nj.us.  Registrants requiring special accommodations for the Technical Assistance Workshop should identify their needs at the time of registration.

1.6
APPLICATION SUBMISSION

The Department of Education operates discretionary grant programs in strict conformance with procedures designed to ensure accountability and integrity in the use of public funds and, therefore, will not accept late applications. 

The responsibility for a timely submission resides with the applicant. The Application Control Center (ACC) must receive an original and four copies of the complete application NO LATER THAN 4:00 P.M. on Thursday, April 8, 2004. Without exception, the ACC will not accept, and the Office of Grants Management cannot evaluate for funding consideration, an application received after this deadline. An applicant agency will lose the opportunity to be considered eligible for an award if the application is received after the due date.


The original and four (4) copies of the application must be mailed or delivered to:

Application Control Center

New Jersey Department of Education

River View Executive Plaza, Building 100

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Applicants are encouraged either to:

· hand deliver the application to the address above which is located next to Mercer County Waterfront Park on Route 29 in Trenton, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday (excluding state holidays) and obtain a dated receipt; or 

· send the application by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested; or 

· arrange for delivery by an overnight delivery service to ensure timely delivery and receipt of the application.

Postmarks are not acceptable evidence of timely submission.  Receipt by the due date and time is required. Applicants are encouraged to obtain a receipt or to sign in upon delivery to verify DOE receipt. Complete applications are those that include all elements listed in Section 3.4, Application Component Checklist of this notice. Applications received by the due date and time will be screened to determine whether they are, in fact, eligible for evaluation. The Department of Education reserves the right to reject any application not in conformance with the requirements of this NGO.

Applications submitted by fax cannot be accepted in any circumstances.

1.7
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Grant recipients are required to submit periodic project and fiscal progress reports. (For additional information about post award requirements see the Grant Recipient’s Manual for Discretionary Grants at http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/management/
Reports for this program will be due as follows: 


Report


          Reporting Period


          Due Date


1st Quarter
August 1, 2004 – October 31, 2004 
November 15, 2004
2nd Quarter
August 1, 2004 – January 31, 2005
February 15, 2005
3rd Quarter 
August 1, 2004 – April 30, 2005
May 16, 2005
Final

August 1, 2004 – July 31, 2005
September 30, 2005

1.7.1
ADDITIONAL PROGRAM REPORTS


In addition to the information that is required for all periodic project reports as described in the Grant Recipient’s Manual for Discretionary Grants, the following additional narrative is required, and must be attached to the periodic project reports listed above:

1. Quarterly reports of the project’s achievements, challenges, problematic fiscal issues, and the results of the implementation of the project evaluation plan. 

2. Quarterly data collection reports for students and teachers that include student identifier (in lieu of a student name), school name, student grade, ethnicity, sex, attendance rate, name of test taken, test dates, test scores and number of years involved in the grant program.  Teacher information may include a unique identifier, number of years teaching, and number of years as a teacher.
3. Quarterly reports that include the names of the workshops/courses offered, the number of participants, and the overall satisfaction level for the workshop by the participant.
4. A quarterly narrative on the progress of completing the ACE Center Funding Plan for school years 2004-2007, which is necessary to ensure self-sufficiency at the end of the grant program in July 2005.
5. The final program report must also include the following:

a. A comparative summary of baseline achievement data and the end of the grant year achievement data for each student that participated in the ACE+ program consistently or at least for three months of the grant period,
b. A critical summary of the teachers’ experiences with the teacher integration assessment tool and professional development activities, and

c. A completed ACE Center Strategic Plan for school years 2004-2007.

All reports are to be submitted to the Application Control Center as indicated in the Grant Recipient’s Manual for Discretionary Grants at http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/management
SECTION 2:  PROJECT GUIDELINES

In preparing a response to this continuation NGO, each eligible applicant is responsible for reviewing and complying with all grant program requirements set forth in this document and in the initiating NGO.  In its continuation application, each eligible applicant must address all such requirements applicable to the second contract period, and the application for continuation funding must be consistent with the approved comprehensive multi-year plan.
When developing an application, each applicant must use the Discretionary Grant Application (DGA). The DGA contains the requirements, forms, and instructions applicable to all grant programs. 

2.1
PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

The requirements of the Access–Collaboration–Equity Plus (ACE+) grant program are based on components identified in federal and state initiatives.  They are to ensure that students, particularly those in category one and two schools, achieve the Language Arts Core Curriculum Content Standards through an instructional program that will allow students and their families to have access to resources and services that they may not have had an opportunity to experience.  

The instructional program component centers on the ability of the classroom teachers who instruct the students that participate in ACE Center activities to work with the ACE Center instructors to continue the instructional lessons during off-hours.  The instructional component must correlate directly with classroom instruction and must be aligned with the Language Arts Core Curriculum Content Standards.

The partnerships established in the originating NGO including that partnership with the nonpublic school must continue to flourish during the second and final grant period and beyond. 

Level one and level two applicants must complete the following in this final year of the grant program:
· All initiatives that are designed to increase access to technology in “high-need” local educational agencies as outlined in the originating NGO.
· The ACE Center participating students effectively use technology to improve student academic achievement during off-hours. 
· Teachers, school staff and the community consistently collaborate to develop and deliver an innovative language arts literacy program.
· A schedule of effective course offerings is available to increase access to technology and meet the needs of the school community.  
· Curriculum-based language arts literacy projects are implemented that include the use of technology and innovative methods that contributes to student achievement of the Core Curriculum Content Standards. 
· Intense, ongoing professional development is conducted for teachers, principals, administrators, and all school staff by providing constant access to training and updated research in teaching and learning through electronic means. Intense professional development means ongoing, sustained, training that may include a series of workshops on one topic, mentoring in-class, online mentoring, mentoring in-district or within the school, online workshops and courses, and regularly scheduled workshops that directly pertain to this grant program.  It also must be reinforced throughout the grant period through in-class assistance and support.  All teachers in the district may participate in professional development activities that are part of this grant project.
· Parent, family and community involvement in the ACE Center is consistent and there is consistent and effective communication among students, parents and school personnel.

· Students are evaluated to determine the impact of the program on academic achievement, and summary reports are prepared.
· A business plan is developed that includes strategies and fiscal planning to show self-sustaining activities for at least two years beyond the grant program.
· Status of nonpublic participation

Other Requirements

School districts in New Jersey are in the process of updating their district’s educational technology plan for July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2007.  Enhancing Education Through Technology legislation requires that each school district that receives funding have an approved technology plan.  To meet the requirements of the E2T2 legislation, each school district associated with the grant program must have an approved district technology plan.  

Technology Plans


NCLB does not require that private schools have a technology plan.  

Nearly every public school district in New Jersey should have an approved long-range educational technology plan from July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2007 prior to the award of grant funds.  (Some Charter Schools do not have an educational technology plan.)  All districts with an approved district level technology plan will be listed on the NJDOE’s web site.  When an applicant is notified as eligible for an award, the pre-award revision process will begin.  Prior to the end of that process, the applicant MUST have an approved 2004-2007 technology plan as evidenced by the NJDOE’s web site. 

2.1.1
DETAILS OF THE APPLICATION
Additional forms not provided in this NGO are located in the Discretionary Grant Application booklet available on line at:   http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/apps/dga.pdf .  

Title Page

The NGO# that is required for the grant application forms is found on the top right-hand side of the Title Page.
Project Abstract (Project Update)
The project abstract is the project update and therefore, the applicant must include a description of the year one accomplishments and status on the completion of existing program goals.

Be sure to identify and describe the ways in which all students from public and private/nonpublic schools have been involved and will continue to be involved in the implementation of this grant program.  Provide a description of the basis used to select the students to participate, how the children’s needs will be identified, what benefits will be provided, and how the benefits will be provided (include places and times.)
Project Description

The project description section of the application must include a summary of how each of the grant outcomes (see Section 2.1 Program Requirements) will be accomplished in the second year of the grant period.  In addition to the directions given in the DGA, the following must be addressed in the project description section.  
· Provide a letter of support of the partner agencies that specifically outlines year two participation.
· Describe the planning and design activities that has already occurred and that will occur for this program.  Provide documentation as necessary.

· Describe how each partner has been involved in the delivery of services, how grant resources were and will be shared, and the management and oversight of the program.
· Describe the ACE Center project in detail for year two.  Be sure to include logistical, operation, staffing, and instructional program information.

· Describe how the students from public and private/nonpublic schools were involved and will continue to be involved in the implementation of this grant program.  Provide a description of the basis used to select the students to participate and how the children’s needs were and will continue to be identified.
· Describe how the teacher integration tool (LoTi) has been used to improve teaching and learning during the school day and at the ACE Center.  Include how LoTi will continue to be used to enhance the teaching experience.


2.1.2
Grant Recipients Responsibilities throughout the Grant Project

1. Grant recipients will maintain regular contact with the Office of Educational and Informational Technology for pertinent and updated information regarding the funding source or grant project such as notice of upcoming meetings and periodic technical assistance sessions that will occur to network and share successes and challenges.  The discussion will allow peers to assist districts with resolving challenging issues.  

2. Grant recipients will contact the Office of Educational and Informational Technology staff with any concerns and questions regarding the grant program.  At the same time, the office staff will be able to a) survey the success of grant activities, and b) provide immediate answers on questions and issues of concern.  E-mail is the primary method used for communication among all parties involved in the grant project. 

2.2
PROJECT DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
The ACE Centers are responsible for continuing literacy instruction throughout all workshops and courses given.
Those awarded this grant are expected to have developed a strategic plan specifically for the ACE Center and a funding plan to insure self-sufficiency at the end of the grant period.  Guidance for completing a strategic plan and a funding plan will continue to be provided to all grant recipients on an ongoing basis during the grant period by the Office of Educational and Informational Technology.
It is recommended that the all applicants continue to look for ways to improve their ACE Center.  There should be continual evaluation of the program outcomes, student and family involvement and partner participation.  Activities such as visiting other ACE Centers to observe participants and structures within the centers may still occur.  
The applicant should also re-evaluate the partnerships to ensure they are committed to the grant program.  The partner should provide the following:

· the willingness to be involved in ALL aspects of the program from the initial planning stage through implementation and annual evaluation of the program; 

· the level of commitment to perform the services necessary to support the growth and success of the project throughout the multiyear grant period;  and 

· their experience and promise of success in providing educational and related activities that will benefit the agency itself as well as the high-need LEA.
In continuing to build the language arts literacy component, it is important to emphasize learning and not the technology.  The technology is a support mechanism for instruction, but the goal is for the students, parents and community to accomplish the intended outcomes.  The emphasis on technology will diminish when the participants are comfortable with the technology.  Therefore, the professional development component of this grant program should continue to focus on the teacher integration tool (LoTi).  The results of taking LoTi should be used to assist the teachers involved with the ACE program in using technology effectively to promote learning.

2.3
BUDGET DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Transportation may be necessary from school to site and from site to home.  

Additional professional development may be necessary.

Approvable expenditures include computers, peripherals, software, technical support, professional development and hiring of appropriate staff.  In addition, stipends and substitute teachers may be supported with grant funds.

The applicant may purchase equipment for loan to the nonpublic school for the duration of the grant period.

The applicant should coordinate activities funded through this grant program with technology-related activities supported with funds from other sources.

Allowable grant expenditures may include the use of funds detailed below:

· developing or expanding existing and new applications of technology to support the mitigation of the digital divide in the effort for student achievement of New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards;

· expanding existing centers including the creation of satellite coalitions, or to establish new ACE centers in a community that does not have access to technology (such as training, Internet, e-mail capability);

· meeting needs external to the ACE Center (such as transportation and child care) for students, their families and the community to attend and actively participate in the center's activities;

· acquiring connectivity linkages, resources, and services, including the acquisition of hardware and software, for use by students and their families in order to improve student learning by supporting the instructional program to ensure that students will have meaningful access to such linkages, resources and services;

· promoting dialogue and relationships with partners and the community for the purpose of extending the school day to access information and educational programs; and
· funding projects of sufficient size and scope to improve student learning, support professional development, and provide administrative support.
2.4
BUDGET REQUIREMENTS

The budget design is to include expenditures for year two only.

Each grant recipient must use at least 25 percent of its funds to provide ongoing, sustained, and intensive high-quality professional development for teachers, principals, administrators, and school library media personnel to further the effective use of technology in the classroom and/or library media center.  The recipient must provide professional development in the integration of advanced technologies, including emerging technologies, into curricula and instruction, and in using those technologies to create new learning environments. The recipient must use part of the 25 percent allocation for in-class mentoring support.

The applicant must provide a list of all expenditures that satisfies the requirement for 25% of funds toward professional development.  The sample table called “Professional Development Budgeted Items” found in this NGO may be used.

Funds available through this grant program must have a clear and direct link to an educational program outcome.  Eligible costs must relate to activities or services that will directly affect student achievement of the Language Arts Core Curriculum Content Standards.  Equipment purchases must be directly related to grant activities, sufficiently justified, and designed to meet the needs of the population being served.  


Supplement not Supplant


Federal funds cannot be used to pay for anything that a school district would normally be required to pay for with either local funds or state aid.  This requirement also covers job services previously provided by a different person or job title.  The exceptions are for activities and services that are not currently provided or statutorily required, and for component(s) of a job that represent an expansion or enhancement of normally provided services. 

Also note that ACE+ funding may not be used to support Title I supplemental services that were approved by the NJDOE in 2002.  Those NCLB funds that are used to provide supplemental services during this grant period cannot be combined to support the ACE+ program.


Equipment


The New Jersey Department of Education reserves the right to transfer title to grant-funded equipment and all materials purchased and/or developed with grant funds in the event the third-party contract is terminated or the agency is not selected to continue to receive funding.


Program Income

Program Income is income generated by the ACE Center within the school district as a result of grant-supported activities.  Such income shall include, but is not limited to, interest on advance payments, income from service fees, program registration fees, commodity sales, usage and rental fees and patent and copyright royalties.  Program Income should be accounted for in an Enterprise Fund (50).

All program income generated as a result of the Access~Colloboration~Equity Plus grant program shall:

· Be expended for the ACE Center program-related purposes only (the “additional costs” alternative).

· Be accounted for in the quarterly and final program reports submitted by the grant recipient. 

· Be segregated from other school district funds in a restricted-use rotary account that is dedicated to the ongoing support and development of the ACE Center.

Record Retention – Program Income

For audit purposes, the grantee shall retain financial records for program income generated and expended during the contract period.  Records shall be retained for a period of three (3) years beyond the end of the grant fiscal year in which the grant agreement expires.

Copyrights

The grantee shall have the rights to establish copyright on materials developed by the ACE Center.  The grantee hereby grants to the New Jersey Department of Education, a non-exclusive, royalty-free, and irrevocable license to reproduce, publish or otherwise use, and to authorize others to use, for State or Federal Government purposes, the copyright in any work developed under this grant agreement.  

INELIGIBLE COSTS

Grant funds may not be expended for the following:

· upgrade networks, electrical capacity, or internal wiring;
· entertainment;
· costs that are not directly related to the educational program and that are unsupported by the NGO;
· salaries or compensation to teachers in the nonpublic school during regular school contracted days;
· renovations of any kind;
· software or materials that are non-secular;
· administrative costs that are not directly related to the educational program and that are unsupported by the NGO.  
SECTION 3:  COMPLETING THE APPLICATION

3.1
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLYING

To apply for a grant under this continuation NGO, you must prepare and submit a complete application. Applicants will be screened by eligibility and completeness.  Only those applications determined through the screening process to be eligible will be reviewed.  Your application package must also be constructed in accordance with the guidance, instructions, and forms found only in the DGA. You must use the DGA in combination with this NGO to prepare a complete application. 

3.2
REVIEW OF CONTINUATION APPLICATIONS
In addition to the submission of an approvable application, continuation funding for each eligible applicant for an award for the second grant period will be contingent upon:

1. Completion of the Document of Eligibility form (located at the end of this NGO)

2. Certification of the Office of Informational and Educational Technology of satisfactory performance in year one by the grantee as evidenced by:

a. The timely and accurate submission of all reports required under this grant program, and the Department of Education approval of those reports;

b. A mid-year on-site monitoring visit and approval by the program office of the contractor’s progress in implementation of the comprehensive multi-year plan;

c. Satisfactory progress toward the completion of any remediation identified as necessary by the program office as a result of (a) and (b) above;

d. The continued and consistent use of LoTi as evidenced by the periodic status reports obtained and reviewed by the Office of Informational and Educational Technology;

e. Consistent attendance at the mandated ACE+ technical assistance sessions.

Department staff will review each continuation grant application on the basis of quality and comprehensiveness, including consistency with the comprehensive project plan selected and approved in the application under the initiating multi-year NGO.  Applications will also be reviewed for completeness, accuracy and appropriateness of response to each of the items identified in Section 2 and the DGA.
3.3
APPLICATION COMPONENT CHECKLIST

The following forms are required (see Required √ Column) to be included as part of your application. Failure to include a required form may result in your application being removed from consideration for funding. Use the checklist (see Included √ Column) to ensure that all required forms are included in your application. 

(Note: The Application Title Page and all special forms are attached to the NGO.  All other forms are part of the Discretionary Grant Application and can be downloaded from the Internet at http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/apps/
	Required

(√)
	Location
	Form
	Included

(√)

	√
	NGO
	Application Title Page
	

	√
	NGO
	Document of Eligibility (2 pages)
	

	√
	NGO
	Professional Development Budgeted Items
	

	√
	DGA
	Board Resolution to Apply








	

	√
	DGA
	Statement of Assurances










	

	√
	DGA
	Project Abstract
(Update)










	

	√
	DGA
	Project Description









	

	√
	DGA
	Project Activity Plan 










	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form A:  Full-Time and Part-Time Salaries







	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form B:  Personal Services – Employee Benefits






	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form C:  Purchased Professional and Technical Services





	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form D:  Supplies and Materials








	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form E:  Equipment










	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form F:  Other Costs










	

	√+
	DGA
	Subgrant Budget Summary
	

	√
	DGA
	Application for Funds – Budget Summary
	



√+ = Complete form if applicable
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Document of Eligibility

ACCESS~COLLABORATION~EQUITY PLUS (ACE+)

Lead LEA Name: __________________________________ Application Amount: _________

NGO Title: ________________________________________ NGO #_____________________

The signature of the chief school administrator, chief executive officer or lead person of the lead LEA is required to certify eligibility to participate in the Access~Collaboration~Equity Plus (Ace+) grant program.   I certify the following:
1. The applicant continues in an “eligible local partnership.”  (See Appendix A for definition and Appendix B for the list of high-need districts). 

2. The applicant’s status in applying for level one – a new ACE Center, or level  two – one of the previously established ACE Centers listed in Appendix B, as a result of the 2000-2001 or 2001-2002 Access~Collaboration~Equity I & II grant programs. 

3. The commitment to provide all resources necessary to successfully implement the grant program, including allocation of the necessary time and resources for all teachers involved with direct instruction to the students in this grant project and all teachers in at least one school in the LEA, to implement the teacher integration survey.
4.  The applicant has designed and will implement curriculum-based language arts literacy activities to further student achievement of the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

5. The commitment to complete all evaluative data collections required by the US Department of Education after the completion of each grant period of this two-year grant program.

6. The applicant is committed for two years beyond the grant program to continue the planning and implementation of activities associated with this grant program.


APPLYING FOR (PLEASE CHECK ONE):    LEVEL I
  
LEVEL II


_________________________________________________
           ____/____/____



Signature of Lead Agency’s Chief School Administrator,

     
        Date



or Chief Executive Officer or Lead Person

Document of Eligibility 
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ACCESS~COLLABORATION~EQUITY PLUS (ACE+)

Copy and complete this page for each partner.

7.
I certify that we have entered into an agreement with the entity listed below as a partner to form an eligible local partnership that includes the following (please check all that apply):

_______ a.
An LEA that can demonstrate that teachers in its schools are effectively integrating technology and proven teaching practices into instruction, based on a review of relevant research, and that the integration results in improvement in classroom instruction and in helping students meet challenging academic standards.

_______ b. An institution of higher education 
________c. A community-based organization, a business, a local government entity, a housing complex, or statewide organization with a mission compatible with the purpose of the grant program.  

_______ d.
An entity with expertise in educational technology for one of the following:


1. 
for-profit business or organization that develops, designs, manufactures, or produces technology products or services, or has substantial expertise in the application of technology in instruction (a for-profit business or organization participating in this grant program cannot benefit monetarily); or 



2.
a public or private nonprofit organization with demonstrated expertise in the application of educational technology in instruction; or


3.
may include other local educational agencies, educational service agencies, libraries, or other educational entities appropriate to provide local programs.   

_______ e.
A high-need LEA (see Appendix B).  Please specify _____________________.

Partner Agency:  __________________________________________________________________

Partner Agency Address:  ___________________________________________________________

Partner Agency Telephone Number:
________________ e-Mail address: _____________________


_____________________________________________


____/____/____


Signature of CSA, CEO, or Lead Person 




         Date

_____________________________________________


____/____/____

Signature of representative from partner agency



         Date

_____________________________________________

Title of partner agency representative

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT BUDGETED ITEMS

List of Budget Entries Which Satisfy the

25% Professional Development Requirement – ACE+ Grant

Page 1 of _____
	Budget Item Number
	Budget Entry Description
	Budget Detail Form
	Function & Object Code
	Dollar Amount
	Brief explanation of how this budget entry is related to professional development as required in the NGO

	1

	
	
	
	
	

	2

	
	
	
	
	

	3

	
	
	
	
	

	4

	
	
	
	
	

	5

	
	
	
	
	

	6

	
	
	
	
	

	7


	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL  AMOUNT 
THIS PAGE 
	-
	-
	
	-


APPENDICES

Appendix A

Eligibility Definitions

Appendix B

LEAs Eligible to Apply

APPENDIX A 

ELIGIBILITY DEFINITIONS

Only an “eligible local partnership” may receive an award through this grant program.  
An “eligible local partnership” is a partnership that includes at least one high-need LEA (see Appendix B) and at least one of the following –

1. An LEA that can demonstrate that teachers in its schools are effectively integrating technology and proven teaching practices into instruction, based on a review of relevant research, and that the integration results in improvement in classroom instruction and in helping students meet challenging academic standards (as certified by the partner LEA on the Document of Eligibility form).

2. An institution of higher education.

3. A community-based organization, a business, a local government entity, a housing complex, or statewide organization with a mission compatible with the purpose of the grant program as certified by the partner agency on the Document of Eligibility form.  

4. An entity with expertise in educational technology as certified by the partner agency on the Document of Eligibility Form:

a. for-profit business or organization that develops, designs, manufactures, or produces technology products or services, or has substantial expertise in the application of technology in instruction (a for-profit business or organization participating in this grant program cannot benefit monetarily); or 
b. a public or private nonprofit organization with demonstrated expertise in the application of educational technology in instruction;  and 

c. may include other local educational agencies, educational service agencies, libraries, or other educational entities appropriate to provide local programs.  

APPENDIX B 
LEAs ELIGIBLE TO APPLY

LEVEL ONE


LEVEL TWO
BURLINGTON 


CAMDEN

Springfield Township


Camden City



Camden County Technical Schools

CAMDEN 


Woodlynne Borough

Winslow Township


CUMBERLAND
CAPE MAY


Millville



Vineland
Woodbine



HUDSON

CUMBERLAND



Union City

Commercial Township




MERCER

GLOUCESTER 







Trenton
Monroe Township

Swedesboro-Woolwich


UNION
HUDSON


Elizabeth



Roselle Borough

Bayonne




Kearny




MONMOUTH

Asbury Park

PASSAIC

Passaic City

Passaic County Vocational

Paterson

WARREN

Oxford Township

White Township

Pleasantville Charter School for Academic Excellence
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF GRANT OPPORTUNITY - TITLE PAGE
SECTION I:










04   CC12   B05 












FY    NGO#     WKL 

TITLE OF NGO:
Access-Collaboration-Equity Plus (ACE+)





Continuation (Year 2/2)




DIVISION:
     
Deputy Commissioner



OFFICE:

Educational and Informational Technology

SECTION II:









COUNTY:
 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 












LEA/OTHER:
 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 










COUNTY NAME:_____________________________

APPLICANT AGENCY  

ADDRESS

CITY






STATE





ZIP

PREVIOUS FUNDING:  Agency received funding from the NJ Department of Education within the last two years of submission of this application.

YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
      NO  FORMCHECKBOX 

PROJECT DIRECTOR (Please print or type name):  _________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  (____)____________________  FAX#: (____)__________________  E-MAIL_______________________________

BUSINESS MANAGER:  ________________________________  PHONE#: (____)___________  E-MAIL_____________________________

DURATION OF PROJECT:
FROM: 
     08/01/04
        TO:     07/31/05


TOTAL AMOUNT OF FUNDS REQUESTED: $__________________________________________

APPLICATION CERTIFICATION:
To the best of my knowledge and belief, the information contained in the application is true and correct.  The document has been duly authorized by the governing body of this agency and we will comply with the attached assurances if funding is awarded.  I further certify the following is enclosed:







AGENCY TITLE PAGE







SIGNED STATEMENT OF ASSURANCES







BOARD RESOLUTION TO APPLY







APPLICATION NARRATIVE*







BUDGET SUMMARY AND BUDGET DETAIL FORMS*







ORIGINAL AND FOUR COPIES OF THE COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKAGE

___________________________________________________         _________________________________________
  ________________

SIGNATURE OF CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR                     TITLE




   DATE

OR EQUIVALENT OFFICER

___________________________________________________

(Please print or type name)

*FAILURE TO INCLUDE A REQUIRED APPLICATION COMPONENT CONSTITUTES A VIOLATION OF THE NGO AND WILL RESULT IN THE APPLICATION  BEING ELIMINATED FROM CONSIDERATION (See NGO  Section 3.3 for  itemized list).

SECTION III:
SEND OR DELIVER APPLICATIONS TO:




APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY:


NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


APPLICATION CONTROL CENTER



4:00 P.M., ON        04/08/04

RIVER VIEW EXECUTIVE PLAZA


BLDG. 100, ROUTE 29 – PO Box 500


TRENTON, NJ 08625-0500

NO FACSIMILE SUBMISSION WILL BE ACCEPTED.
NO LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED REGARDLESS OF THE DATE POSTMARKED.

NO ADDITIONAL MATERIALS CAN BE SUBMITTED AFTER RECEIPT OF THIS APPLICATION.[image: image1.png]
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