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SECTION 1:  GRANT PROGRAM INFORMATION

1.1
DESCRIPTION OF THE GRANT PROGRAM

The Students Using Technology To Achieve Reading – Writing (STAR-W) grant program is designed for students to achieve the Core Curriculum Content Standards in language arts literacy in grades three through five by providing classroom teachers ongoing professional development and in-class support that focuses on integrating technology into the curriculum and instruction.  The program has a minimum of two (2) third-grade teachers, two (2) fourth-grade teachers, and two (2) fifth-grade teachers in the same school who learn strategies to infuse technology into the curriculum.  In year one of the grant program, only the third and fourth grade teachers were given intense follow-up and in-class support.  In year two and again in year three of the grant program, the third, fourth and fifth grade teachers will be given intense follow-up and in-class support.  

The purpose of this third year continuation NGO is for all three grade levels to implement the grant program to the fullest extent by developing the capacity of the teachers to replicate the successful components of the program to other classrooms, schools or school districts.  All participating teachers will continue to be supported on and assisted with the development of language arts literacy programs where students use technology as a tool during their regular instructional time.

This is a thirty-eight month grant program.  The first grant period was 14 months long; the second and third grant periods are each twelve months long. 

Year One:

May 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004


Year Two:   
July 1, 2004 – June 30, 2005


Year Three:
July 1, 2005 – June 30, 2006

1.2
ELIGIBILITY TO APPLY

Only the agencies that received awards through the competitive process under the originating NGO are eligible to apply for continuation funding.  Those agencies are listed in Appendix A.  
The participation of nonpublic schools from year one of a grant program are expected to continue and to remain in effect for the duration of the grant period.  For those nonpublic school partners who participated in year one, consultation is required as described above for each subsequent year and it is necessary to submit the Documentation of Nonpublic School Participation form, as well as the Nonpublic Equitable Participation Summary And Affirmation Of Consultation Form for each participating nonpublic school..
In each grant period, the grantee is expected to complete the goals, objectives and activities established in its grant agreement and to make satisfactory progress toward the completion of its multi-year plan.  Failure to do so may result in the withdrawal by the Department of Education of certification of the grantee’s eligibility for continuation funding.

1.3
STATUTORY/REGULATORY SOURCE AND FUNDING 

The applicant’s project must be designed and implemented in conformance with all applicable state and federal regulations. The Students Using Technology To Achieve Reading – Writing (STAR-W) grant program is 100 percent federally funded under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (Public Law 107-100; Title II, Part D Enhancing Education Through Technology (E2T2), CFDA # 84.318.)

This multi-year, limited-competitive grant program is designed to provide $12,734,000 in support for thirty-eight months in diminishing amounts as follows:


Year One: 
$4,000,000 (May 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004)


Year Two:
$4,879,000 (July 1, 2004 – June 30, 2005)


Year Three:
$3,855,000 (July 1, 2005 – June 30, 2006)

The anticipated amount to be awarded through this NGO is $ $3,855,000 for year three.  Final awards are subject to the availability of E2T2 funds
The number of teachers and students differ in each LEA.  Therefore, the number of teachers involved in each project funded under this grant program has varied.  In order to accommodate these differences, the grant award amounts are based on the number of teachers involved in the grant project.  

The total grant award amount available to an eligible LEA is at a per teacher rate:

	GRANT PERIOD
	GRADE

LEVEL
	NUMBER OF

TEACHERS
	ELIGIBLE

AMOUNT PER TEACHER
	TOTAL EXPECTED AWARD PER YEAR PER SCHOOL

	
	
	Minimum
	Maximum
	
	

	Year 1 –

(14 months)
	Grades 3 and 4
	Four teachers – two per grades three and four
	  Eight teachers – four per grades three and four
	$25,000
	$100,000 to $200,000 possible

	Year 2 –

(12 months)
	Grades 

3, 4 and 5
	Six teachers – two per grades three, four and five.
	12 teachers – four per grades three, four and five.
	$20,000  


	$120,000 to $240,000 possible

	Year 3 – 

(12 months)
	Grades 

3, 4 and 5
	Six teachers – two per grades three, four and five.
	12 teachers – four per grades three, four and five 
	$15,000 


	$90,000 to $180,000 possible


NOTE:  As of the date of publication of this document, the federal funding allocation reduces the Title II-D appropriation by 28%.  The Office of Educational and Informational Technology is making every effort to fully fund the STAR-W initiative.  However, if full funding is not available, each district awarded a STAR-W year three grant award will be reduced proportionately.  Final awards are subject to the availability of E2T2 funds.

1.4
DISSEMINATION OF THIS NOTICE

The Office of Educational and Informational Technology will make this notice available to all eligible agencies identified in Appendix A, the regional assistant commissioners, and to the county superintendents of the counties in which the eligible agencies are located.

Copies of this continuation grant are available through the NJ Department of Education web site:  http://www.state.nj.us/education or by contacting the Office of Educational and Informational Technology, River View Executive Plaza, Building 100, Route 29, P.O. Box 500, Trenton, NJ 08625-0500; telephone (609) 292-3518; fax (609) 341-3884.
Important: This NGO does not constitute the complete application package. All applicants must use this NGO in combination with the Discretionary Grant Application (DGA), which contains required guidance, application forms and instructions, necessary to prepare a complete application.

The DGA document is available on the NJDOE Office of Grants Management web site at: http://www.state.nj.us/njded/grants/discretionary/apps or by contacting the Application Control Center at the New Jersey Department of Education, River View Executive Plaza, Building 100, Route 29, P.O. Box 500, Trenton, NJ  08625-0500; telephone (609) 633-6974; fax (609) 777-1051.

1.5
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

No technical assistance workshop will be provided to applicants eligible for continuation funding under this grant program by the Office of Educational and Informational Technology.  The year two grantees will be contacted by the program officer to explain the rationale for changes from the year two grant application to the year three application. Therefore, specific information and guidance, tailored to the unique needs and circumstances of individual eligible applicants, may be provided.  
1.6
APPLICATION SUBMISSION

The Department of Education operates discretionary grant programs in strict conformance with procedures designed to ensure accountability and integrity in the use of public funds and, therefore, will not accept late applications. 

The responsibility for a timely submission resides with the applicant. The Application Control Center (ACC) must receive an original and four copies of the complete application NO LATER THAN 4:00 P.M. ON THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2005. Without exception, the ACC will not accept, and the Office of Grants Management cannot evaluate for funding consideration, an application received after this deadline. An applicant agency will lose the opportunity to be considered eligible for an award if the application is received after the due date.
The original and four (4) copies of the application must be mailed or delivered to:

Application Control Center

New Jersey Department of Education

River View Executive Plaza, Building 100

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Applicants are encouraged either to:

· hand deliver the application to the address above which is located next to Mercer County Waterfront Park on Route 29 in Trenton, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday (excluding state holidays) and obtain a dated receipt; or 

· send the application by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested; or 

· arrange for delivery by an overnight delivery service to ensure timely delivery and receipt of the application.

Postmarks are not acceptable evidence of timely submission.  Receipt by the due date and time is required. Applicants are encouraged to obtain a receipt or to sign in upon delivery to verify DOE receipt. Complete applications are those that include all elements listed in Section 3.3, Application Component Checklist of this notice. Applications received by the due date and time will be screened to determine whether they are, in fact, eligible for evaluation. The Department of Education reserves the right to reject any application not in conformance with the requirements of this NGO.

Applications submitted by fax cannot be accepted in any circumstances.

1.7
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Grant recipients are required to submit periodic project and fiscal progress reports. (For additional information about post award requirements see the Grant Recipient’s Manual for Discretionary Grants at http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/management/
Reports for this program will be due as follows: 


Report


          Reporting Period


          Due Date


1st Quarter
July 1, 2005 – September 30, 2005 
October 19, 2005
2nd Quarter
July 1, 2005 – December 31, 2005
January 18, 2006
3rd Quarter
July 1, 2005 – March 31, 2006
April 19, 2006
Final

July 1, 2005 – June 30, 2006
August 31, 2006
1.7.1
ADDITIONAL PROGRAM REPORTS


In addition to the information that is required for all periodic project reports as described in the Grant Recipient’s Manual for Discretionary Grants, the following additional narrative is required, and must be attached to the periodic project reports listed above:
1. Quarterly reports of the project’s achievements, challenges, problematic fiscal issues, and the results of the implementation of the project evaluation plan. 

2. Interim program report must also include a summary of the data collected on students and teachers that include student identifier (in lieu of a student name), school name, student grade, ethnicity, sex, attendance rate, name of standardized test taken, test dates, test scores and number of years involved in the grant program.  Teacher information may include a unique identifier, number of years teaching, and number of years as a teacher of grade three, four or five.
3. Final program report must also include a summary of the grant project that addresses the following:

a. Comparative summary of baseline achievement data and the end of the grant year achievement data for each student that participated in the STAR-W program consistently throughout the three grant years, 
b. Parent reviews of their participation in or impressions of the STAR-W activities,
c. Critical summary of the teachers’ experiences with the teacher integration assessment tool and professional development activities, and 
d.
Status report of the principals’ (and for any other teacher evaluators) professional development activities related to educational technology that include the course titles, course providers, and status on how the course taken has affected the teacher evaluation process.

All reports are to be submitted to the Application Control Center as indicated in the Grant Recipient’s Manual for Discretionary Grants at 
http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/management.

SECTION 2:  PROJECT GUIDELINES

In preparing a response to this continuation NGO, each eligible applicant is responsible for reviewing and complying with all grant program requirements set forth in this document and in the initiating NGO.  In its continuation application, each eligible applicant must address all such requirements applicable to the second contract period, and the application for continuation funding must be consistent with the approved comprehensive multi-year plan.
When developing an application, each applicant must use the Discretionary Grant Application (DGA). The DGA contains the requirements, forms, and instructions applicable to all grant programs. 
2.1
PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

Four teachers, at a minimum, were required to participate in the project in the first year (grades three and four).  The number of teachers and classes involved in the program increased in year two as grade five was added.  Year three includes all of the same teachers and students that participated in the grant program in year one and in year two, or as funding permits.
	
	YEAR ONE
	YEAR TWO
	YEAR THREE

	Grade Level Involved
	3, 4
	3, 4, 5
	3, 4, 5

	Students Involved
	Baseline data from grade 3 and 4 students

Grade 3 and 4 students are evaluated at end of year
	Grade 3 students move to grade 4 participating teacher.

Grade 4 students move to grade 5 participating teacher

Grade 3, 4 and 5 students are evaluated at end of year.
	Year one grade 3 students move to grade 5 teacher.

Grade 3, 4 and 5 students evaluated at end of year

	Teachers Involved*
	Minimum

Four teachers – two per grade in same school/ consortia
	Maximum
Eight teachers – four per grade in same school/ consortia
	Minimum
Six teachers – two per grade in same school/ consortia
	Maximum
Twelve teachers – four per grade in same school/ consortia
	Minimum

Six teachers – two per grade in same school/ consortia
	Maximum

Twelve teachers – four per grade in same school/ consortia

	Teacher Questionnaire Completed
	YES – baseline
	YES - annual
	YES – annual

	Professional Development with in-class support
	YES
	YES
	YES

	Are new teaching techniques used in the classroom? (Based on the professional development received).
	YES,

Grades 3 and 4
	YES-

Grades 3, 4 and 5
	YES –

Grades 3, 4, and 5



*= Number of teachers involved must be consistent across grade levels.

The first year focused on intense professional development for grades three and four participating teachers with in-class mentoring or support.  The second year focused on the teachers fully implementing the skills they acquired and sharing their successes with the grade five teachers.   Year two also focused on full implementation in the grades three and four classrooms, and intense professional development for teachers of grade five.  
Year three will focus on the grade five teachers receiving the same in-class mentoring or support for the remaining year of the grant period as those third and fourth grade teachers.

The core of the success of the grant activities is based on the fact that the students involved with the participating teachers in this grant program will be scheduled with the participating teachers from year to year.

The requirements of the STAR-W grant project are based on the need to improve student achievement of the Core Curriculum Content Standards. Twenty-five percent of the grant funds must be used for intense professional development, which must include a variety of training methods followed by in-class support.  Teachers and principals involved with the grant program must receive more professional development than periodic workshops or in-service days.  

ALL teachers within the school should continue to be offered professional development.  However, the teachers in grades three, four and five in year three are the target of intensive training (including formal workshops and mentoring).

Intense professional development means ongoing, sustained, training that may include a series of workshops on one topic, mentoring in-class, online mentoring, mentoring in-district or within the school, online workshops and courses, and regularly scheduled workshops that directly pertain to this grant program.  It also must be reinforced throughout the grant period through in-class assistance and support.  All teachers in the district may participate in professional development activities that are part of this grant project.


2.1.1
Additional Requirements


2.1.1.a.
Technology Plans

To meet the requirements of the E2T2 legislation, each school district associated with the grant program must have an approved district technology plan.  All of the STAR-W grantees have an approved technology plan as evidenced by the NJDOE’s web site. 
2.1.1.b.
Project Outcomes
In addition to the directions given in the DGA, all applicants are asked to address the outcomes throughout their grant application as they relate to their project.  By the conclusion of the third year of the grant period, each grant recipient and their LEA partners (if applicant is the lead agency in a consortium) must have met each of the outcomes listed below.  
· Completed pre and post assessments of the teacher integration assessment tool that is used annually to determine current levels of technology implementation in grade three, four and five classrooms and current instructional practices to assist in planning future professional development in educational technology.
· Created an individual electronic portfolio from the information provided by the teacher integration assessment tool (LoTi).
· Increased access to technology in grades three, four and five classrooms. 
· Developed a project website that includes lesson plans, the impact of the program on student academic achievement, the teacher-created multimedia and web-based projects (from participating grades three through five) that support New Jersey’s language arts literacy curriculum standards, and other grant-related information.
· Expended at least 25% of grant funds for ongoing, high-quality professional development for teachers targeting grades three, four and five in integrating technology into the language arts literacy curriculum and instruction, as well as for administrators in the area of evaluating educational technology integration in the classroom.
· Developed a comprehensive system that supports effective use of technology in grades three, four and five to improve student academic achievement. 
· Implemented a multimedia or web-based project that was designed by each participating teacher in grades three, four and five which is aligned to New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards in language arts literacy.
· Submitted quarterly reports to evaluate the project and provide evidence of successful completion of program intent that includes the following:
· Comparative summary of baseline achievement data and the end of the grant year achievement data for each student that participated in the STAR-W program consistently throughout the grant year, 
· Status of nonpublic participation, 

· Parent reviews of their participation in STAR-W activities, and  
· Critical summary of the teachers’ experiences with the teacher integration assessment tool and professional development experiences.

· Notified parents about the status of grant activities and their child’s participation and achievement while in the grant program.

· Included parents of the participating STAR-W students in activities that relate to instruction and their child’s involvement in the program.

· Attended quarterly meetings with STAR-W program directors and the NJ DOE staff responsible for facilitating the grant program.

· Observed and collaborated with other STAR-W programs for the improvement of the district’s STAR-W programs.
· Involved students from public and private/nonpublic schools in the implementation of this grant program.  Provided a description of the basis used to select the students to participate, identified the needs of the children, identified and provided the benefits (including the place and times) to the children.

2.1.1.c.  Application Program Components


The Project Update is to be completed on the Project Abstract form.  The Project Update section is where the applicant describes the project activities and successes from year one of the grant period, and specific information on the progress made in the year two (school year 2004-2005) towards achieving the goals and objectives of the program.    

a. Describe how the challenges identified in the last funded year (school year 2004-2005) were addressed;

b. Describe the activities that involved private/nonpublic schools in the implementation of the grant program; and
c. Describe the progress made for each of the bulleted outcomes listed in section 2.1.1.b Project Outcomes.


In the Project Description section, provide the reader with an overall picture of what is expected to be achieved in year three of the intended project that reflects continuity.
a. Describe the focus of the instructional component in the grant year 2005-2006.
b. Describe the involvement of private/nonpublic schools in the implementation of the grant program in grant year 2005-2006.
c. Describe the overall plan to achieve the state and grant outcomes listed in section 2.1.1.b Project Outcomes; include a summary of how each of the grants will be accomplished throughout the third grant period.  
The Program Activity Plan section of the year three grant application must include the details involved with implementing the activities listed below.  
Year Three 
1. Teachers in grades three, four and five will use the teacher integration assessment tool to determine their current levels of technology implementation (LoTi) in the classroom, and their current instructional practices.  All classroom teachers in schools participating in this grant program may participate in the teacher integration assessments.  The results will assist teachers and districts in planning future staff development for technology.  
2. The teachers from grades three, four and five continue to receive professional development, such as workshops and mentorship programs that are centered on effective integration of technology into the language arts literacy curriculum.  Teachers will be assisted in developing lesson plans that include technology as part of the curriculum.  They will be provided with in-class support and out of class support from other STAR-W grant recipients and other identified resources such as the Educational Technology Training Centers (ETTCs).  Professional development activities must assist the participating teachers with completing the required activities within this grant program (i.e., multimedia presentations and web page).  
3. The nonpublic school partnership will be maintained and/or enhanced to provide additional support and services to nonpublic students and teachers.

4. The projects that were showcased in year two will be implemented with students in grades three, four and five.
5. Parents are informed of the status of grant activities and their child’s participation and achievement while in the grant program.

6. Lesson plans, student work, and grant activities will continue to be posted to the grant required web site.

7. The district will expand for the first time, or continue to expand from year two, and replicate the model to other third, fourth and fifth grades within the district or outside of the school district.
8. A presentation or showcasing of the STAR-W multimedia classroom project in at least one largely attended county or state level educational technology conference such as TECHSPO in January, NJECCC in March, the Conference on Reading and Writing in April, NJAET in October or EMANJ in October. Outreach must be documented to invite members of the local and state board of education, legislative member(s), local representatives such as county education superintendents, regional education office members, the commissioner of education, local business representatives, mayors, or their proxies, etc.  
9. Collect and report on student achievement data to evaluate the impact of this program on their academic achievement.

10. The district participants in the STAR-W program cooperate with the outside state evaluator (assigned to assess the success of the STAR-W grant program) to develop case studies and teacher portfolios, highlight student work and an overall publication that analyzes the success of the project based on data.  This will include meeting with the evaluator approximately three times during the grant period.
11. Enhance project website that includes teacher-created multimedia and web-based projects from teachers in participating grades three through five that support New Jersey’s language arts literacy curriculum standards.  Modify monthly to include additional lesson plans, impact of the program on student academic achievement summaries, and other grant-related information.
12. Attend a culminating meeting with STAR-W program directors, teachers, invited press and/or legislatures and the NJ DOE staff responsible for facilitating the grant program.
2.1.1.d.
Providing Services To Eligible Nonpublic School Students, 
Teachers, and Other Personnel


The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation, Section 9501, requires all applicants for certain discretionary grant programs to include and provide services to eligible nonpublic school students and/or teachers.  To determine if this grant program is governed by this requirement, check the Application Components chart in this document.  If the chart includes a checkmark alongside the Documentation of Nonpublic School Participation form and the Nonpublic Equitable Participation Summary and Affirmation of Consultation form, then this grant program has a nonpublic school requirement. 



Nonpublic School Eligibility 


Nonpublic school eligibility is based on the location of the nonpublic school(s), the design of the specific grant program and the needs of the nonpublic school(s).  The needs must be able to be met via the discretionary grant program’s specific program design. ** Generally, the nonpublic school must be located within the communities or geographic boundaries of the applicant agency or partner agency if applicable.  According to the parameters of the grant program and available funding, the applicant agency determines the area to be served.  


**Example: If the design of the grant program is to provide supplemental math instruction for seventh and eighth grade students, then the nonpublic school(s) must serve seventh and eighth grade students who are in need of supplemental math instruction and must be in the geographic area served by participating public schools.


Timely and Meaningful Consultation


For assistance in identifying all of the nonpublic schools located within its geographic boundaries, the applicant should visit the Department’s website at http://www.nj.gov/njded/nonpublic which includes a list of nonpublic schools by locality as well as Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) with suggestions on how to contact the schools and how to document those contacts.  


The applicant agency is responsible to identify all appropriate nonpublic schools and to contact the appropriate nonpublic school officials to begin the consultation process.  The nonpublic school(s) must be given a genuine opportunity to participate in the grant program.  The NCLB legislation requires all applicants to conduct timely and meaningful consultation with the appropriate nonpublic school officials prior to the development of the local project’s grant application and prior to any decision being made regarding the design of the local project. that could affect the ability of nonpublic school students, teachers and other education personnel to receive benefits. Consultation must continue throughout the implementation and assessment of activities


Listed below are the considerations that must be taken into account by all applicants when assessing the needs of the nonpublic school students and teachers and when determining in consultation with the nonpublic school(s) whether those needs fit the grant’s program design.  Consultation generally must include discussion on such issues as: 

· which children will receive benefits under the project and how their needs will be/have been identified; 

· what services will be provided; 

· how, when, where, and by whom the services will be provided;

· how the services will be assessed and how the results of the assessment will be used to improve those services; 

· the amount of funds available for services; and

· how and when decisions about the delivery of services will be made.  


NOTE: A unilateral offer of services by an applicant agency with no opportunity for discussion on the part of the nonpublic school representative is not adequate consultation. 



Consistent and Comparable Services and Benefits


The NCLB legislation requires that the participation and involvement of the nonpublic school partners and participants be consistent (closely parallel, be similar) with the number of eligible children enrolled in nonpublic elementary and secondary schools within the geographic boundaries of the applicant agency or partner agency if applicable.  The grant-related services and benefits must be comparable (having a similar effect) to those provided to public school children and teachers participating in the program, and they must be provided in a timely manner.  All services to nonpublic school students and teachers must be secular, neutral, and non-ideological.  


The Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) §76.652 states that the applicant agency shall give appropriate representatives a genuine opportunity to express their views regarding each matter subject to the consultation requirements outlined above.  By following this course of action a successful consultation will result in a well-matched agreement between the applicant and the eligible nonpublic school(s).  This agreement should:

· be appropriate for the specific grant program; 

· allow for the orderly and efficient integration of the services for the nonpublic school students/teachers into the operation of the local project; and 

· result in benefits which have similar effects for both the applicant and the nonpublic school students and/or teachers. 



2.1.1.e.
  Grant Application Nonpublic School Requirements 


Forms   


The applicant must submit the signed Documentation of Nonpublic School Participation form (Appendix B), and the signed Nonpublic Equitable Participation Summary and Affirmation of Consultation (Appendix C) with the grant application.  These two forms must accompany the application and be signed and dated by both the applicant Chief School Administrator (CSA) and the nonpublic school official where appropriate.  An applicant agency may be disqualified if it fails to include these forms in its grant application.


Program and Budget Requirements

For program and budget requirements affecting the use of funds for nonpublic schools see the Program Requirements and Budget Requirements sections of this NGO. 

After Receiving the Grant Award and Throughout the Grant Program  


Comprehensive program planning must continue throughout the implementation and the assessment of the grant activities.   



A Note for Continuation Grant Applicants  


The participation of nonpublic schools from year one of a grant program are expected to continue and to remain in effect for the duration of the grant period.  For those nonpublic school partners who participated in year one, consultation is required as described above for each subsequent year and it is necessary to submit the Documentation of Nonpublic School Participation form, as well as the Nonpublic Equitable Participation Summary And Affirmation Of Consultation Form for each participating nonpublic school.. 


Resources


Go to the department’s nonpublic website address:  http://www.nj.gov/njded/nonpublic.  There you will find, among other things, links to frequently asked questions and a search of nonpublic schools. 


2.1.2
Grant Recipients Responsibilities throughout the Grant Project

1. Grant recipients will maintain regular contact with the Office of Educational and Informational Technology for pertinent and updated information regarding the funding source or grant project such as notice of upcoming meetings and periodic technical assistance sessions that will occur to network and share successes and challenges.  The discussion will allow peers to assist districts with resolving challenging issues.  

2. Grant recipient teams that include participating teachers, administrators within the schools with STAR-W activities, and the project director will attend meetings as deemed necessary by the evaluator assigned to assess the success of the STAR-W grant program to develop case studies and teacher portfolios, highlight student work and an overall publication that analyzes the success of the project based on data.
3. Grant recipients will contact the Office of Educational and Informational Technology staff with any concerns and questions regarding the grant program.  At the same time, the office staff will be able to a) survey the success of grant activities, and b) provide immediate answers on questions and issues of concern.  E-mail is the primary method used for communication among all parties involved in the grant project. 

2.2
PROJECT DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

In completing the continuation NGO application, it is important to note the achievements of the grant program in year one and two.  However, be sure to make the distinction in the narrative program description section between activities that have occurred already and those planned to occur in year three.
The third year of the grant program expects the following additional components to occur as support in accomplishing the goals and outcomes outlined in the originating NGO (Section II, Project Requirements).

· Provide professional development to administrators on evaluating educational technology integration in the classroom.

· Continue utilizing LoTi features and resources including the LoTiLounge to create an individual electronic portfolio from the information provided on the LoTi web site.

· Assist the outside state evaluator assigned to assess the success of the STAR-W grant program to develop case studies and teacher portfolios, highlight student work and develop an overall publication that analyzes the success of the project.

· Attend quarterly meetings and a cumulative meeting with STAR-W program directors and the NJ DOE staff responsible for facilitating the grant program.

· Collaborate with other STAR-W program directors and teachers including visitations to evaluate programs and share implementation strategies and successes.  For example, teachers may video tape classroom lessons of their choice, review and modify as necessary and present to personnel within their district or out-of-district personnel.  
· Include parents of the participating STAR-W students in activities that relate to instruction and their child’s involvement in the program.  For example, each teacher may make a video for parents on how to edit their child’s written work.
· Encourage teachers to video tape their presentations of the lesson of their choice and present to administrators for the evaluation of their project.  Also, each teacher can make videos for parents on how to edit their child’s written work.
· Provide equitable services to the nonpublic school students and their families.  Continue a collaborative relationship with the nonpublic school in implementing grant activities in year three.
2.3
BUDGET DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Approvable expenditures include computers, peripherals, software, technical support, professional development and hiring of appropriate staff.  In addition, stipends, travel to conferences and substitute teachers may be supported with grant funds.

The applicant may purchase equipment for loan to the nonpublic school for the duration of the grant period.

The applicant should coordinate activities funded through this grant program with technology-related activities supported with funds from other sources.

2.4
BUDGET REQUIREMENTS

Each grant recipient must use at least 25 percent of its funds to provide ongoing, sustained, and intensive, high-quality professional development for teachers, principals, administrators, and school library media personnel to further the effective use of technology in the classroom and/or library media center.  The recipient must provide professional development in the integration of advanced technologies, including emerging technologies, into curricula and instruction, and in using those technologies to create new learning environments. The recipient must use part of the 25% allocation for in-class mentoring support.

The applicant must provide a list of all expenditures that satisfies the requirement for 25% of funds to be used toward professional development.  The sample table called “Professional Development Costs” found in this NGO may be used.

Allowable grant expenditures must comply with use of funds:

· developing, adapting, or expanding existing and new applications of technology to support the school reform effort for New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards;

· funding projects of sufficient size and scope to improve student learning, as appropriate, support professional development, and provide administrative support.

Funds available through this grant program must have a clear and direct link to an educational program outcome.   Eligible costs must relate to activities or services that will directly affect student achievement of the Core Curriculum Content Standards.  Equipment purchases must be directly related to grant activities, sufficiently justified, and designed to meet the needs of the population being served.  


Supplement not Supplant


Federal funds cannot be used to pay for anything that a school district would normally be required to pay for with either local funds or state aid.  This requirement also covers job services previously provided by a different person or job title.  The exceptions are for activities and services that are not currently provided or statutorily required, and for component(s) of a job that represent an expansion or enhancement of normally provided services.


Equipment


The New Jersey Department of Education reserves the right to transfer title to grant-funded equipment and all materials purchased and/or developed with grant funds in the event the third-party contract is terminated or the agency, for multi-year programs, is not selected to continue to receive funding.

NOTE:  
If a district is already providing any of the activities or services required under this grant program, it may not cover any of the costs for those activities or services with federal funds available under this grant program.  
INELIGIBLE COSTS

Grant funds may not be expended for the following: 

· Upgrade of internal wiring outside of participating classrooms, networks or electrical capacity

· Entertainment

· Costs that are not directly related to the educational program and that are unsupported by the NGO

· Salaries or compensation to teachers in the nonpublic school during regular school contracted days

· Renovations of any kind

· Software or materials that are non-secular

SECTION 3:  COMPLETING THE APPLICATION

3.1
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLYING

To apply for a grant under this continuation NGO, you must prepare and submit a complete application. Applications will be screened by eligibility and completeness.  Only those applications determined through the screening process to be eligible will be reviewed.  Your application package must also be constructed in accordance with the guidance, instructions, and forms found only in the DGA. You must use the DGA in combination with this NGO to prepare a complete application. 

3.2
REVIEW OF CONTINUATION APPLICATIONS 

Continuation funding for each eligible applicant for an award for the second grant period will be contingent upon:

1. Completion of the Document of Eligibility form (located at the end of this NGO);                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
2. Certification of the Office of Informational and Educational Technology of satisfactory performance in year two by the grantee as evidenced by;
a. the timely and accurate submission of all reports required under this grant program, and the Department of Education approval of those reports,
b. a mid-year on-site monitoring visit and approval by the program office of the contractor’s progress in implementation of the comprehensive multi-year plan,
c. satisfactory progress toward the completion of any remediation identified as necessary by the program office as a result of (a), and (b) above,
d. the continued and consistent use of LoTi as evidenced by the periodic status reports obtained and reviewed by the Office of Informational and Educational Technology, and
e. consistent attendance at the mandated STAR-W technical assistance sessions including those meetings facilitated by the outside evaluator.  

Department staff will review each continuation grant application on the basis of quality and comprehensiveness, including consistency with the comprehensive project plan selected and approved in the application under the initiating multi-year NGO.  Applications will also be reviewed for completeness, accuracy and appropriateness of response to each of the items identified in Section 2 and the DGA.

3.3
APPLICATION COMPONENT CHECKLIST

The following forms are required (see Required√ Column) to be included as part of your application. Failure to include a required form may result in your application being removed from consideration for funding. Use the checklist (see Included√ Column) to ensure that all required forms are included in your application. 

(Note: The Application Title Page and all special forms are attached to the NGO.  All other forms are part of the Discretionary Grant Application and can be downloaded from the Internet at http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/apps/
	Required

(√)
	Location
	Form
	Included

(√)

	√
	NGO
	Application Title Page
	

	√
	NGO
	Document of Eligibility
	

	√
	NGO
	Professional Development Costs
	

	√
	NGO
	Appendix B: Documentation of Nonpublic School Participation 
	

	√
	NGO
	Appendix C:  Nonpublic Equitable Participation Summary 
And Affirmation Of Consultation Form
	

	√
	DGA
	Board Resolution to Apply








	

	√
	DGA
	Statement of Assurances










	

	√
	DGA
	Project Abstract
(Update)










	

	√
	DGA
	Project Description









	

	√
	DGA
	Goals, Objectives and Indicators










	

	√
	DGA
	Project Activity Plan 










	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form A:  Full-Time and Part-Time Salaries







	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form B:  Personal Services – Employee Benefits






	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form C:  Purchased Professional and Technical Services





	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form D:  Supplies and Materials








	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form E:  Equipment










	

	√+
	DGA
	Budget Form F:  Other Costs










	

	√+
	DGA
	Subgrant Budget Summary
	

	√
	DGA
	Application for Funds – Budget Summary
	



√+ = Complete form if applicable

Document of Eligibility

STUDENTS USING TECHNOLOGY TO ACHIEVE READING – WRITING (STAR-W)

LEA Name: ____________________________________ Application Amount: _______________

NGO Title: _____________________________________________ NGO #__________________

The signature of the Chief School Administrator is required to certify eligibility to participate in the Students Using Technology To Achieve Reading – Writing (Star-W) grant program.  The CSA certifies the following:
· The applicant is an eligible local entity that is either a “high-need local educational agency” or an “eligible local partnership.”

· The commitment to provide all resources necessary to successfully implement the grant program including allocation of the necessary time and resources for the implementation of the teacher assessment tool to all teachers involved with direct instruction to the students in this grant project.

· The assurance that the participating school(s) with established third, fourth and fifth grades will have at least six teachers (two third grade teachers, two fourth grade teachers and two fifth grade teachers) willing to participate in this grant project over three years.

· The commitment to complete all evaluative data collections required by the US Department of Education after the completion of each grant period of this three-year grant program. 

· The application is developed in consultation with representatives of nonpublic schools.


__________________________________________

____/____/____



Chief School Administrator Signature



         Date

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COSTS

List of Budget Entries from the Budget Detail Forms that Satisfy the

25% Professional Development Requirement 

’06 STAR-W Grant (3/3) (2005-2006 school year)

Page 1 of _____  Applicant Name:  _______________________

	Budget Item Number
	Budget Entry Description
	Budget Detail Form
	Function & Object Code
	Dollar Amount
	Brief explanation of how this budget entry is related to professional development as required in the NGO

	1

	
	
	
	
	

	2

	
	
	
	
	

	3

	
	
	
	
	

	4

	
	
	
	
	

	5

	
	
	
	
	

	6

	
	
	
	
	

	7


	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL  AMOUNT 
THIS PAGE 
	-
	-
	
	-


APPENDICES
Appendix A

LEAs Eligible to Apply
Appendix B
Documentation of Nonpublic School Participation form
Appendix C
Nonpublic Equitable Participation Summary and Affirmation of Consultation

Appendix A
LEAs ELIGIBLE TO APPLY
ATLANTIC

Atlantic City

BERGEN

Englewood City

Hackensack

BURLINGTON

Florence Township

Pemberton Township

CAMDEN

Audubon

Lawnside Borough

Winslow Township

Woodlynne Borough

CAPE MAY

Middle Township

Ocean City
ESSEX

Orange Township

GLOUCESTER

Monroe Township
Swedesboro-Woolwich
HUDSON

Hoboken

West New York

MERCER

Trenton
MONMOUTH

Union Beach Borough

OCEAN

Ocean Gate

Stafford Township
PASSAIC

Paterson

UNION

Elizabeth

WARREN

Oxford Township
White Township
Appendix B
Documentation of Nonpublic School Participation 
(to be submitted with STAR-W (year 3/3) application)

Lead Agency Name: ____________________________  Application Amount: ____________
RFP/C Title: ________________________________________ RFP/C #__________________
“In accordance with federal requirements contained within the No Child Left Behind federal legislation, the following nonpublic school representatives were contacted.  They were offered a genuine opportunity to express their interest in participating in the above program before any decision that affects the opportunities of those students, teachers, and other educational personnel in a nonpublic school became final as part of this application.”

(Note:  Signature below of the lead agency’s CSA/CEO certifies that the Participation of Students Enrolled in Nonpublic Schools requirement is understood and certifies lead agency’s eligibility to participate in this grant program.)

	Insert below the name of  each of the nonpublic schools contacted


	Insert below the specific name of the person contacted along with their  telephone number
	Insert below: “yes will participate” or “no will not participate”

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(Use additional sheets as necessary and please sign each sheet)

_____________________________________________________


_____/_____/_____

Signature of Lead Agency’s Chief School Administrator 

            

Date
NONPUBLIC EQUITABLE PARTICIPATION SUMMARY 
and AFFIRMATION of CONSULTATION FORM
(Complete one form for each participating nonpublic school.  Use additional page if necessary.)
In the space below, the applicant agency is to briefly respond to each of the five items listed.  Please ensure that what is described on this form is directly related to the components of timely and meaningful consultation and the equitable participation of nonpublic school students/teacher(s) in this grant program, as required (EDGAR 76.650-76.662).  For each nonpublic school, this Summary Form must be signed and dated by the applicant CSA/CEO and the nonpublic school official.  The LEA/applicant agency must submit with the grant application a copy of this form for each nonpublic school.

1. Describe the consultation process that took place including meeting date, those in attendance and agenda.

2. Describe the needs of the eligible nonpublic school students/teachers and how these needs have been/and will continue to be identified?

3. What identified services will be provided?  Explain how, when, where, and by whom the services will be provided.
4. How and when will the services be assessed and how will the results of the assessment be used to improve the services?

5. What is the amount of estimated grant funding available for the agreed upon services?

RESPONSES: 

By our signatures below we agree that timely and meaningful consultation occurred before the LEA/applicant agency made any decision that affected the participation of eligible nonpublic school children, teachers or other educational personnel in the Students using Technology to Achieve Reading-Writing (STAR-W) program.

□
Yes, we wish to participate in this grant opportunity



or


□
No, we do not wish to participate in this grant opportunity
Official – LEA/Applicant Agency


Date

Nonpublic School Representative 
      Date

Name of LEA/Applicant Agency




 Name of Nonpublic School

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF GRANT OPPORTUNITY - TITLE PAGE
SECTION I:










05   CC16   B05 












FY    NGO#   WKL 

TITLE OF NGO:
Students using Technology to Achieve Reading-Writing (STAR-W) (Yr. 3/3)
DIVISION:
     
Deputy Commissioner





OFFICE:

Educational and Informational Technology



SECTION II:









COUNTY:
 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 












LEA/OTHER:
 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 










COUNTY NAME:_____________________________

APPLICANT AGENCY  

AGENCY ADDRESS

CITY






STATE





ZIP

(       )                                                                                                       (        )
AGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER



AGENCY FAX #

PREVIOUS FUNDING:  Agency received funding from the NJ Department of Education within the last two years of submission of this application.

YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
      NO  FORMCHECKBOX 

PROJECT DIRECTOR (Please print or type name):  _________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  (____)__________  FAX#: (____)________________  E-MAIL__________________________________________

BUSINESS MANAGER:  ________________________________  PHONE#: (____)___________  E-MAIL_____________________________

DURATION OF PROJECT:
FROM: 
     07/01/05
        TO:     06/30/06


TOTAL AMOUNT OF FUNDS REQUESTED: $__________________________________________

APPLICATION CERTIFICATION:
To the best of my knowledge and belief, the information contained in the application is true and correct.  The document has been duly authorized by the governing body of this agency and we will comply with the attached assurances if funding is awarded.  I further certify the following is enclosed:







AGENCY TITLE PAGE







SIGNED STATEMENT OF ASSURANCES







BOARD RESOLUTION TO APPLY







APPLICATION NARRATIVE*







BUDGET SUMMARY AND BUDGET DETAIL FORMS*







ORIGINAL AND FOUR COPIES OF THE COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKAGE

___________________________________________________         _________________________________________
  ________________

SIGNATURE OF CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR                     TITLE




   DATE

OR EQUIVALENT OFFICER

___________________________________________________

(Please print or type name)

*FAILURE TO INCLUDE A REQUIRED APPLICATION COMPONENT CONSTITUTES A VIOLATION OF THE NGO AND WILL RESULT IN THE APPLICATION  BEING ELIMINATED FROM CONSIDERATION (See NGO  Section 3.3 for  itemized list).

SECTION III:
SEND OR DELIVER APPLICATIONS TO:




APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY:


NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


APPLICATION CONTROL CENTER



4:00 P.M., ON        05/11/05

RIVER VIEW EXECUTIVE PLAZA


BLDG. 100, ROUTE 29 – PO Box 500


TRENTON, NJ 08625-0500

NO FACSIMILE SUBMISSION WILL BE ACCEPTED.
NO LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED REGARDLESS OF THE DATE POSTMARKED.

NO ADDITIONAL MATERIALS CAN BE SUBMITTED AFTER RECEIPT OF THIS APPLICATION.

[image: image1.png]



Appendix C





Appendix C








�Is there a way to state that allocated/estimated funding should be identified on the budget pages?





5
2

