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Unit V: Post 9/11: Consequences and Challenges 
Grade Levels: 7-8 
Time: 80 minutes

Lesson MV-11: Civil Rights in the Age Of Terrorism 

Objectives:

• Students will define and identify some American civil rights.

• Students will analyze hypothetical cases and discuss the impact of terrorism on these rights.

Key Terms: 

Civil rights  Consensus    Profiling

Materials:

• Case studies 

• Copy of Constitution 

• Background information on the Patriot Act (http://www.justice.gov/archive/11/highlights.htm)

Activities/Procedures: 

1. Students will review the Patriot Act and respond to the journal prompt: “Security at the expense of justice is no 
security at all.”

What do they think the statement means? 

Do they agree or disagree? 

How does this statement pertain to terrorism?

2. Students will share their journal responses. 

3. Introduce the term “civil rights.” Students should list some of their rights. 

4. Break students into groups and distribute all four case studies to each group. Groups will analyze the cases and 
decide: What are the issues? What rights are being violated? How should this case be handled? Why?

5. Groups should present their findings to the class.

Evidence of Understanding:
Questions for large group discussion or possible writing prompts: 

1. What were some of the problems your group had determining answers? 

2. Which case studies were the most difficult? Why? 

3. When discussing the case studies dealing with students, did you visualize a particular group? 
How did that influence your decisions? 

4. In what ways was there a difference in your discussions between the class trip case study and the 9/11 case? 
Why?

5. Go back to the original journal entry: “Security at the expense of justice is no security at all.” How has this 
activity influenced your perception and understanding of civil rights? How can the U.S. protect its civil rights while 
maintaining our nation’s security?

Teachers’ Note: Students may also select 2 of the 4 case studies (randomly or assigned to each group to insure that 
all 4 cases can be covered in class).
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Extension Activities: Taking Action and Giving Service

1. Research information about organizations that have been established in the history of United States specifically 
to address issues of civil rights and the protection of civil rights for all. Explain why some of these groups were 
viewed as so controversial. (Possible examples: American Civil Liberties Union, Southern Poverty Law Center, etc.) 
Do you think such organizations play an important role for the citizens of the nation? Explain why or why not.

2. Identify several legal cases that have reached the United States Supreme Court over an issue of civil rights. 
Make a chart with columns headed as follows: Name of case, Date of case, Brief summary of case, Civil right in 
question, Decision of court.

Civil Rights in the Age of Terrorism and Case Studies
In each of these case studies, your group should come to a consensus on the following issues:

What civil rights are being violated? 

What actions should the authorities take, keeping in mind the issue of security? 

The group should discuss each of the suggestions and determine which one is the best. 

Keep in mind the issues of civil rights and security.

Case Study 1 – The Airport
After 9/11, U.S. security authorities adopted a series of measures at airports. These included body searches 
and interrogations. In addition, certain background information (passports from certain countries, last minute 
reservations) was also used to decide who should be searched and questioned. It was suggested by some that 
people were being selected by race, religion or nationality. This action could be considered profiling.
Some suggestions to alleviate this issue are: 

1. Search everyone. 

2. Search randomly. 

3. Use profiling to determine who should be searched. 

4. Do not search anyone.

5. Other?

Case Study 2 – The Drug Case
There are rumors of drug use in the local school. Which would be the best way to fight this problem?

1. Administer a drug test to all students once a month without prior notification. 

2. Use group profiling to determine who should have a drug test. Groups known to have access to drugs or 
a history of drug use would be given a drug test. 

3. Administer a drug test without prior notification to teachers and students whom the administration 
suspects of drug use. 

4. Administer a drug test to 20 randomly selected students. 

5. Other?

Case Study 3 – The Class Trip
You are on an overnight class trip. Someone informs the teacher chaperones that a group has been partying with 
alcohol. What should be done?

1. Cancel the rest of the trip and take all the students home. 

2. Send home the students who are suspected of using the alcohol. 

3. All the students should be questioned and subsequent actions should be taken as needed. 
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4. Nothing, after all, it was just a rumor. 

5. Other?

Case Study 4 – The Patriot Act
After 9/11, the U.S. government passed a law called “the Patriot Act.” This act gives the government the right to 
search telephone, e-mail, and medical records of possible terrorist suspects without a court order. It also allows for 
the indefinite detention (imprisonment) of suspected immigrants.

1. The act is unconstitutional and should be eliminated. 

2. Restrict use of the act. 

3. Limit the amount of time a person can be detained. 

4. Use this only with individuals suspected of posing an immediate threat to our security. 

5. The government should use it every time it determines it is necessary.

6. Other?
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Unit V: Post 9/11: Consequences and Challenges 
Grade Levels: 7 – 8 
Time: 90 minutes

Lesson MV-12: The 9/11 Commission

Objective: 

• Students will describe the findings of the 9/11 Commission and the responses of government and individuals to 
the final report.

Key Terms: 

National Commission of Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (known as the 9/11 Commission) 

Homeland Security   Nonproliferation

Materials:
Newspaper articles and online video segments (below)

•  http://video.nytimes.com/video/2007/08/21/washington/1194817092301/c-i-a-s-9-11-report-faulted- 
tenet.html?scp=3&sq=9/11%20report%20reactions&st=cse 

•  http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/12/06/iraq/main2232860.shtml http://www.9-11pdp.org/

•  http://www.9-11pdp.org/press/2005-09-11_op-ed.pdf 

•  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/terrorism/july-dec05/commission_12-5.html

Activities/Procedures:

1. Group Share/Brainstorm 

• Place the quote of Rep. Edward Markey of Massachusetts (December 5, 2005) on the board for students 
to group share/brainstorm: “The country had a heart attack on 9/11. The 9/11 Commission today said if 
we don’t put in better prevention -- unless we change our habits -- we’ll have that second heart attack, 
a second terrorist attack. Let’s hope that the country listens.”

• What does this quote mean?

• Has the United States “changed its habits” since 9/11? 

2. Students will be placed in groups and each group will have a copy of the Final Report on 9/11 Commission 
Recommendations. Assign each group one category from the three listed - Homeland Security and Emergency 
Response; Intelligence and Congressional Reform; Foreign Policy and Nonproliferation.

3. Students will present a summary of their topic to the class.

• Students will use the various websites listed above to help them gather news reports  
of the Commission’s recommendations. 

• Students should view at least one online video from one of the above websites.

• Students should include reactions and quotes from government leaders as well as individuals. Students 
may wish to present their findings in a PowerPoint format, poster format, or report format.

5. Students will orally share their research with the members of the other groups.

Evidence of Understanding:
Based upon group presentations of the material.

Extension Activities: Taking Action and Giving Service

1. Students can describe changes in government policy as of today.

2. Research: how can United States security improve without infringing on the rights of citizens? 


