                                               Old Belleville

Belleville is a small historic township in the northeast corner of Essex County, New Jersey.  Its present population of 34,213 covers an area of 3.2 square miles. While it contains industrial and commercial activities, it is primarily a residential community.  The student population is about 4,519 according to the board of education.

The land that would eventually make up Belleville and Nutley was originally inhabitant by the Lenni Lenape Indians. The Dutch arrived in the early 1600’s as well as the English.  The English conquered the Dutch in 1664, giving James, Duke of York, power to give the land to his friends.  In the beginning, the area consisting of present day Belleville and Nutley was part of Newark.  The people wanted their independence, so the land was given to Bloomfield and then in 1839, Belleville gained independence and was named the Second River and then Washington.  On June 26, 1797, Josiah Hornblower suggested renaming the town Belleville, meaning “Beautiful Village”.

In Revolutionary War times, George Washington’s army passed through the Second River. Washington spent the night in Belleville in November of 1775.  The Schuyler Copper Mine grew large and important in Belleville with Josiah Hornblower employed as its consulting engineer. Colonel Philip Van Cortlandt commanded a New Jersey regiment in the Revolution.  All three names Washington, Hornblower, and Van Cortlandt are names of present day streets in Belleville.

In the 1830’s transportation was provided by steamboats, which carried passengers as well as goods, on the Passaic River.  The Morris Canal, the Passaic River, and the Second River all provided

power for the factories. In the 1870’s, the steam railroad came to Belleville. Josiah Hornblower is credited for erecting the first steam engine on American soil. Today, roads have replaced the river as the most important means of transportation.  At one time Belleville was a place of industry and manufacturing, today it is largely a place of homes and stores.

From the 1800’s to the mid twentieth century, thanks to a strong local economy from industry and manufacturing, Belleville grew into a rich place to live.  More schools, homes, and churches were built.  Washington Avenue became the center of town.  Trolley cars and trains replaced the old steamboats and stagecoaches.

Famous people were drawn to the town, George Washington, inventor Thomas Edison, and architect Charles Granville Jones are just a few.

