TWO TRAILS FOR ONE CAUSE













March 15, 2006

Dear Parents,
    Students at Thomas Jefferson Elementary School and Birches Elementary School have been involved in a unit called Connections Across Classrooms: Westward Expansion in the Early 1800s.  We have been focusing on 4 Ts – Transportation, Territories, Trails, and Travelers.  Students are learning how our country was shaped through both triumphs and tears and they are learning about the role of politics, public service, and a knowledgeable citizenry in American constitutional democracy.  

    Most recently, the children learned about the Indian Removal Act and the Trail of Tears.  As an extension to these lessons, the fifth graders have volunteered to participate in an activity we will call TWO TRAILS FOR ONE CAUSE.  Students at both TJ and Birches will walk one mile in a symbolic recognition of the journey taken by thousands of Native Americans. The walk at Birches will take place on Wednesday, March 22nd.  Students are also invited to bring in $1.00 (or more if they choose) for the cause of helping Native Americans today who are living in poverty situations.  The funds raised by the students at TJ and Birches will be combined and a check will be sent to a school for needy Native American children.
    We are extremely proud of our fifth graders for the maturity they showed during the lessons on the Trail of Tears and we are touched by their eagerness to reach out and help others.  Thank you for supporting these efforts.









Sincerely,









Mr. Collins, TJ Social Studies Teacher









Mrs. Byatt, Birches Social Studies Teacher

                                                            


