K-3 Reading Video-Based Modules – The Read Aloud
15 professional development hours
Overview/Introduction
· What are the essential elements of the read aloud? 

· What are the reasons that read alouds are are valued instructionally?

· How does the read aloud meet the needs of all students in your classroom, including ELL and special education students?
· As you listen to the video, please note the areas that our expert, Dr. Susan Blair-Larsen, indicates as important benefits of regularly reading aloud to children and be prepared to discuss their use in your own classroom.
Goals and Objectives
· To examine the use of the read aloud in the classroom. 
· To incorporate read alouds in the classroom on a regular basis.

· To develop a formal plan for choosing text, setting a goal for reading and guiding students’ comprehension of the text you have chosen.
Planning for a Read Aloud
· Discussion

· How do I choose an appropriate text?

· What content do I want my students to attend to and remember from this text?

· How do I identify transferable goals that students can put to use immediately?
· Lesson Plan Development: 

· Set the goals for your teaching purposes.

· Remember to consider motivation as well as content when choosing the text.
Before Reading
· Classroom demonstration video 

· What was the classroom teacher’s focus in examining the book’s cover and previewing the book?

· Which of the NJCCCS on your grade level are addressed by the use of the KWL to activate background knowledge and set a purpose for reading? Have you used this graphic organizer in your classroom? 
· Discussion [with rubric]
· How can you help students to develop a personal reason for reading this text? 

· How do you connect students’ interests and experiences to this text?

· How do you activate those personal experiences and items of background information that will be useful during reading?

· How can you introduce additional vocabulary and provide missing background knowledge of important concepts necessary to understand the text? 

· Important considerations in planning for a read aloud:
· Activate your students’ background knowledge and activate personal connections
· Review LAL NJCCCS Standard 3.1 (Reading) for the grade level you teach. 

During Reading
· Classroom demonstration video 

· How did the classroom teacher guide the reading of the text? What did you observe about the students’ interaction during the reading of the text?
· Discussion
· How can you cue, guide and support students to notice key details that are important to your purposes for choosing this text?

· How can you help students to continue to make connections and be reflective while listening to this read aloud?

· How can you encourage students to retain the content from this text that is important to your goal for reading?

· Is it more effective to read without stopping for discussion to avoid interrupting the flow of the story? 

· Could you re-read a second time, pausing to point out those points you have chosen for instruction?

· Lesson Plan Development: Additional considerations
· NJCCCS for LAL, Standard 3.1 (Reading), strands and cumulative progress indicators

· Lesson time allotment 

· Necessary materials

· Accommodations for ELL, special education students

After Reading
· Classroom demonstration video 
· What did the teacher in the video do after completing the read aloud with her class? How did she revisit and summarize the text?
· Discussion 
· How can you guide students in reflecting on what they have learned? 
· How can you guide students in developing higher order thinking skills through the use of questioning?

· How can you reinforce a comprehension strategy you may have modeled? 

· How can you reinforce new vocabulary that was introduced in the read aloud?

· Reflect on your own teaching practice. What happens after your own read alouds? Do you have any strategies for assessing or extending your students’ understanding?
· Assessment: How do you assess your students’ comprehension after a read aloud?

· Lesson Plan Development: additional considerations
· Include an informal assessment strategy

Final Assignment 
· List the instructional benefits of a daily read aloud. Discuss how each of these relates to your teaching.
· Complete a lesson plan for incorporating a Read Aloud during your literacy block and/ or content area instruction, daily for the next few weeks. Remember to include your read aloud in your plan book daily and carefully consider the following:
· Set teaching goals. How will you choose the text?
· Front-load to activate students’ background knowledge and building personal connections

· Preview and set your purpose: Support student entry into the text and the reading process.

· Guide the reading

· Discuss and re-read
· Follow-up (optional) 
