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This video focuses on ways that we, as classroom teachers, can help our students develop effective strategies for reading comprehension. What is comprehension? Is it merely decoding or ‘figuring out’ the words on the page or is it the actual construction of meaning from those words? In reality, it is a combination of each; translating print into recognizable words and subsequently using that print to build new meaning.


Our featured speaker, Dr. Maureen McLaughlin, is a Professor of Reading at East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania. As she taught her university classes and conducted research in literacy instruction, she became increasingly concerned about the fact that the classroom teachers she observed simply ‘went over’ reading strategies without providing explicit instruction or support for students. Most of the time when she observed strategies being taught it was through whole group instruction. Not only was there little evidence of support for the students as they attempted to apply their new knowledge, but there was little evidence of students actually using their new knowledge to interact with different types of text.

        This was Dr. McLaughlin’s motivation to create the Guided Comprehension Model, which we will see demonstrated in this video.

Before we begin, we must identify exactly what Guided Comprehension is:


“Guided comprehension is a context in which students learn comprehension strategies in a variety of settings using multiple levels and types of text. It is a three stage process focused on direct-instruction, application, and reflection.”  
(p. 3 Guided Comprehension)  

As Dr. McLaughlin states, this is a three stage process:

 Stage 1:
The teacher directly teaches students using a specific 5 step process-

· Explain

· Demonstrate

· Guide 

· Practice

· Reflect

Stage 2: 
Students then apply their knowledge in three settings

· Teacher guided small groups

· Comprehension literacy centers

· Independent practice

Stage 3: 
Teachers and students come back together to engage in reflection and to set goals for learning. 

