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The video and accompanying manual comprising a Video Unit is designed to provide you with one option for professional development in a particular area of early literacy.  As you explore the Video Unit training materials, you will see that this training is designed to be conducted in a group format. However, individuals may decide to undertake the video and the accompanying manual as a source of individual study.  If done individually, please utilize the activities as a method of reflection and to determine your next steps.

Each Video Unit will include: 

· An overview of the video unit with components of the unit and approximate presentation times

· A listing of needed equipment and supplies
· A link to the online version of this module*
· The video in either DVD or VHS format

· A PowerPoint presentation for the training series

· Facilitator’s notes for each PowerPoint slide

· A glossary of important terms

· Handouts including reflection sheets, video observation forms, etc.

· References and resources
*Note: The references in this manual refer to the segmented sections of the online version. If using the video, preview to correlate the timing with the video/DVD.

	Video Unit

Session 



	Interactive Writing Video Unit

Facilitators Guide and Notes




Before beginning the Video Unit training session, please review the Suggestions for Successful Training Sessions. These are helpful guidelines for conducting a successful training session. The agenda on the next page is a general guide to conducting this training. 

This video module provides participants the opportunity to examine elements of effective literacy at the primary level by focusing on the area of interactive writing.  Participants will see how interactive writing can be a valuable tool to help students move ahead in their development of reading and writing skills.
This one day session will serve as an in depth examination of the role of interactive writing in the teaching of literacy.  

It will provide hands on experience in additional strategies that will apply in these areas and give participants an opportunity to see some activities in action through the videotape. This session may take 1-2 hours.
	Materials


Before beginning Session I please make sure that you have the following at hand:

Computer Access to the following link: http://www.nj.gov/education/njpep/pd/rfpd/interactive_writing/index.html or

Copy of Interactive Writing DVD/VHS Tape
LCD or Overhead Projector and Screen

DVD/Video Unit with TV Monitor

Chart Paper and Markers

Copy of Handout Packet for Each participant including
· Observation GuideEvaluation/Reflection Form
· Reproducibles for classroom use
Copy of NJCCCS LAL Grades K-3

	Procedures


If using internet access to website: 

http://www.nj.gov/education/njpep/pd/rfpd/interactive_writing/index.html.

Make sure link is active before you begin. 
If using the VHS or DVD, set up the Video/DVD and TV monitor. Make sure that the video is rewound and that counter is set at 00:00.
Have Participants Packets copied and ready to hand out to participants. Facilitators may want to prepare folders for each of the participants with handouts included. 

Note: Make at least 2 copies of each of the reproducibles so that participants will have a ‘clean copy’ to take back to their classrooms.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· In our session today we will be addressing the topic of interactive writing, an important strategy to scaffold students as they learn to read and write.

· As we review this information and look at the video I will be asking you to share your observations.

· Formerly a classroom teacher and research associate, our featured speaker, Andrea McCarrier, has been involved in implementing intensive long-term professional development programs in elementary schools throughout the country. She has conducted research on interactive writing, children’s literature, and language learning in kindergarten classrooms, and is the author of articles and chapters on early literacy and co-author of Extending Our Reach: Teaching for Comprehension in Reading, Grades K-2 and Interactive Writing: How Language & Literacy Come Together K-2.
	Materials


PPT # 
1
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #1 and welcome participants to your training.
2. Introduce yourself and describe your experience in education.
3. Explain that you will be presenting a professional development module on interactive writing with input from the featured speaker, Andrea McCarrier.
	
Notes to the Facilitator


“Helping children become writers means helping them become skilled and knowledgeable about all aspects of this process. No wonder primary teachers can find the teaching of young writers to be a daunting challenge.” (Carrier, 2000)
We know, as educators, that the best learning takes place when students are interested and involved in their personal learning experiences.

This video module provides participants the opportunity to examine the importance of interactive writing at the primary level.  Participants will have the opportunity to actually see strategies modeled that help to effectively engage and sustain students’ interest.

	Materials


PPT # 2

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 2

2. Play video section ‘Introduction’, ‘Expert’ segment.
3. Share and discuss.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


What is the value of interactive writing?

It can be applied to reading, social studies, science or even math; in any context where you know your students need additional guidance or support in their writing.
We must remember that although we are focusing on writing, we are writing in the context of talking, writing about important content, and writing to communicate with ourselves and others.
In the following slides we will review the information presented by Andrea McCarrier in the video.
	Materials


PPT # 3


	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 3

2. Read and discuss.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


The gradual release of responsibility model allows teachers to provide instructional support to children while they are learning important strategies. The model describes a process in which students gradually assume a greater degree of responsibility for a particular aspect of learning. 
· Using the gradual release model, teachers initially model and describe the use of a strategy,

· The students then practice applying the strategy while the teacher provides assistance and feedback and,

· Finally students move into the stage where they are able to independently apply the strategy in new situations (Morrow, Gambrell & Pressley, 2003)                                                                                                                                      

	Materials


PPT # 4

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #4

2. Read and discuss.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


The use of interactive writing models functional reading and writing which is important for ELL and special education students.

· Illustrates the relationship of speech to print

· Helps develop important sight vocabulary

· Illustrates sound/symbol correspondences

· The fact that the students themselves generate the text ensures that it is appropriate to their age, experiences and interests.

· The text can later be used as the basis of phonics and sight word instruction

	Materials


PPT # 5

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 5

2. Read and discuss.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· Why are ongoing experiences so important? Should these experiences be limited to reading related literature? What other kinds of experiences could you provide?
· How can you make the writing experience authentic? (Thank you card, grocery list, directions, etc.)
· This is a direct result of the ‘talk’ that revolves around your subject.
· This is the actual encoding of the message.

· A way of checking what has been written and planning for what comes next.

· Reviewing any word solving activities that might have taken place. Asking students to look for words or parts of words that are like this word(s).

· Focusing on what was learned.

· Helping students understand the ways writing can be used in their everyday lives.
	Materials


PPT # 6  

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide  #6 
2. Play video section ‘Negotiating the text’, ‘Expert’ section.

3. Read and discuss the bullets on the slide.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· Whole group builds community; small group for targeted skills instruction
· Dialog to decide what words to use to create meaning. Children and teacher share the actual scribing of words or letters.

· Based on oral language and listening skills. Ongoing conversation.

· Should be clearly visible to all. Teacher guides students’ thinking clearly articulate their intent.

· Attending to spelling, punctuation, etc.

· Helping students become more aware of phonemes and their sounds in words.

· Engages children in the creation of authentic text and develops the knowledge that what they say can be written down and what they write can be read.
· Conversation continues before, during and after the session to ensure that children notice certain features of the writing process.

	Materials


PPT # 7
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #7
2. Play video section ‘Composing the Text’, ‘Expert’ segment followed by ‘Engaging the Learner’ section, ‘Expert’ segment.

3. Read and discuss.
	
Notes to the Facilitator


Ask participants to take a few minutes and turn to the person sitting next to them. Scribe responses on chart paper or ask a volunteer to do this for you.

Confirm or revise based on the following slide.

	Materials


PPT # 8

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 8

2. Read and elicit response from the group.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Children must learn that in a coherent text, the words and pictures work together to convey meaning.

· Letters

· shape and formation

· upper and lower case letters

· letters in clusters.

· Punctuation

· Spacing between words and lines

· Arrangement of text on the page, (e.g., left to right, to bottom, continuing over pages, etc.). 

	Materials


PPT # 9
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 9.
2. Read and discuss.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· Think about your purpose and add to your instructional goals. If, for example, you are focusing on interpreting an event in a narrative, use that lesson to record your talk with some interactive writing. If you are doing some graphing in math, you can also use this as an interactive writing experience. 
· This is a practice of providing a secure space where students will be respected by their classmates and listen to one another’s responses.

· This is the process of providing guidelines and procedures to follow during a whole group activity. It involves sitting correctly, speaking in turn, and being able to see what is going on clearly in order to be engaged.

· If interactive writing is new to your school, you may want to discuss with your administrators the benefits and rationale behind its use.

· Talk to parents during open house or back to school night and demonstrate the (hopefully) many examples of interactive writing displayed in your classroom. Explain its value in the teaching of spelling and phonics.

· Don’t worry about being perfect. Just begin and continue to reflect and refine your practice. Use rubric as a staring point.
Self Assessment Rubric: Review the rubric included in handout packet at this time. Have participants discuss each of these items with a partner or small group and create goals for further implementation. Begin with logistics and classroom management.
· Read and discuss the rubric with your colleagues. 

· Assess your current status.

· Develop goals for implementing this strategy in your daily schedule.
	Materials


PPT # 10
Self Assessment Rubric for Interactive Writing (handout)

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slides #10
2. Examine and discuss.

3. Provide time for small group/partner activity

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· Explain to participants that they will now see an example of interactive writing in a primary classroom where children are actually composing text. 
· Have participants jot down some notes on their observation forms for later discussion with attention to the classroom environment, teacher’s instruction and the behavior of and engagement by students.

· Read and discuss the bullets on this slide and relate to the video. 

	Materials


PPT # 11
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 11
2. Play the video section ‘Reading Aloud’, ‘Demonstration’ section followed by ‘Composing the Text’ section, “Demonstration’ segment.
3. Review and discuss the information on the next two slides.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


These bullets can provide some guidance targeting areas that you may want to focus on during your interactive writing lesson. 
	Materials


PPT # 12
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 12.
2. Continue to read and discuss these bullets.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Discuss with participants the fact that all of this is accomplished through active discussion and guided planning.
	Materials


PPT # 13
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PPT # 13.
2. Play the section “Negotiating the Text’, ‘Demonstration’ segment.

3. Read and discuss above.

	Notes to the Facilitator


What LAL standards from your NJCCCS relate to interactive writing? Look at your CCCS and find an example that relates specifically to your grade level.

In the following pages are listed the standards that are appropriate to specific grade levels. 

Does this list of standards K-3 support the value of interactive writing as a regular classroom practice? Why or why not?

	Materials


PPT # 
14-18

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slides # 14-18

2. Read and discuss the similarities/differences on each grade level.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· Classrooms that provide access to varied materials, choice, challenge and opportunities for collaboration are motivating for our students!

· Meaningful print should cover the classroom walls. This does not mean prefabricated, preprinted materials but rather student generated and teacher/student collaborated writing.

· It is helpful to have a writing display area adjacent to the seating area for interactive writing. 
· Discuss ways the classroom teacher in the video used one or more of the items listed above. How did they support the writers?

	Materials


PPT #19
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide  # 19
2. Play video “Engaging the Learner” section, “Demonstration’ segment, followed by ‘Using the Work Space’ section, “Demonstration’ segment.

3. Read and discuss the above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· The finished copy of your writing piece should be posted on the classroom wall where it is easily visible to students. It can be used as an extension to a center activity (Read the room) or as support during independent writing periods. 
· What other supports do you have in place in your classroom?
	Materials


OH/PPT # 
 20
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide/Overhead # 20
2. Play video section ‘Extending the Learning’, ‘Demonstration’ segment.

3.  Read and discuss the above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


In small groups or as pairs, have participants create an interactive writing plan connected to either their core program or to a content area selection. 
Remember to refer back to slide 6 for the Elements of Interactive Writing for consideration when planning. Remember, this may be a multi-day activity.
	Materials


PPT # 21
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 21
2.  Read and discuss the above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Share resources.

Thank participants for coming.

Provide sign up sheet where participants may request further support from the coach in implementing interactive writing.

If you have an evaluation form, distribute it at this time.
	Materials


PPT # 22
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 22
2. Play video section ‘Panel Review’.

3.  Invite participants to share any questions or comments.
