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Introduction





This video focuses on ways that we, as classroom teachers, can help our students develop effective strategies for developing the reading/writing connection. What is interactive writing? Is it merely scribing words on the page or is it the actual construction of meaning from those words? In reality, it is a combination of each; translating print into recognizable words and subsequently using that print to build new meaning while fostering interest, excitement and confidence.

Formerly a classroom teacher and research associate, our featured speaker, Andrea McCarrier, has been involved in implementing intensive long-term professional development programs in elementary schools throughout the country. She has conducted research on interactive writing, children’s literature, and language learning in kindergarten classrooms, and is the author of articles and chapters on early literacy and co-author of Extending Our Reach: Teaching for Comprehension in Reading, Grades K-2 and Interactive Writing: How Language & Literacy Come Together K-2.

Writing is a complex task and we, as educators, must find a way to support and encourage our students as they develop the skills they will need along the way. We want our students to become writers with strong voices and creative minds. Modeling that process is the first and most important step in this journey. Together, teachers and students actively take part in the creation of a meaningful piece of writing as they compose, consider the right wording, organize their ideas and “share the pen”.
