Interactive Writing Rubric for Self-Assessment


Self-assessment 
for 
interactive writing

	Materials*


	I have no materials

In place.
	I have a few items but I am not organized or prepared to begin teaching.


	I have collected all of the materials I need to begin. I am in the planning stage.


	All of my materials are in place and I am fully prepared to teach the lesson.

	Management

	My lesson is not clear and explicit. The students do not understand the routines and need a lot of direction.
	I have most of the components of the lesson in place but at times the students are lost and become inattentive.
	Routines and procedures are in place. Students understand these routines. I am working on appropriate timing for the lesson.

	My lesson is well prepared and management is not an issue. My students understand the routines and what is expected of them. The lesson flows smoothly.

	Engagement


	My lesson is often interrupted by behavior problems and materials are not accessible.


	Materials are accessible but student engagement is not consistent. 


	The lesson goes smoothly. Most of the children are engaged.
	Students are fully engaged in the lesson; attentive and eager.

	Pacing

	Lessons are slow and long; this causes disruptions in behavior.
	Timing seems right but we never finish the lesson because it takes too long to share the pen.


	Lesson pacing is about right. We produce a finished written piece and have time to print and re-read it.


	Lessons move quickly and are motivating for the students. They produce large amounts of print.

	Composing the Message


	Children are not involved in composing the message. I model the process.


	Children participate in creating the message but it is often disconnected. I do not give enough responsibility to the students.
	We have begun to collaborate with writing the message. I need to work on planning lessons targeting specific skills, like learning new vocabulary and word study.
	My students are very competent and collaborative during our interactive writing lesson. I function only as a guide in composing the message. There are ample opportunities for studying words and increasing vocabulary.

	Constructing the Message


	I do most of the writing myself. There is little opportunity for students to activate prior knowledge about writing. We often do  not have time to re-read the text.
	I have challenges when attempting to have children share the pen. The lesson goes slowly and there are management problems. We don’t consistently re-read the text.

	Sharing the pen is in place and we consistently finish and re-read our message.

I still need to work on incorporating independent writing strategies.
	The process is collaboratively managed: we re-read the message several times and discuss word construction and practice linking known words to writing new ones.

	Teaching


	I have some problem making a connection to what my students know about writing. There is little evidence of learning. The pace is too slow and I am trying to cover too many points.
	I have the bare bones of the procedure in place but do not involve the students as much as I should. Still trying to cover too many teaching points or else not enough.
	I am getting more comfortable with the process and reflect on my teaching often. Still working on choosing the most effective points to cover in each lesson.


	I am making good decisions when choosing teaching points that help my students use what they already know and what they are learning in a strategic way to become independent writers.

	Choice of Text


	I have used interactive writing in a very limited way. I have only produced one type of text, such as letter writing. I have not as yet connected it to content areas or literature.


	I’ve experimented with using interactive writing with several kinds of texts. I do not link it to the students’ own writing.


	We often create different types of texts as a part of our daily routine. I link shared and interactive writing to reading to make text easier for students to process.
	I consistently make connections between interactive writing and literature, content areas, word study and my students’ own writing. It has enriched my teaching of reading and writing.


* This includes easel, paper, markers, white board, pointer, “boo-boo” tape, etc.

Adapted from McCarrier, Pinnell, & Fountas (1999). Interactive Writing: How Language and Literacy Come Together.


