
	Motivation and Background Knowledge Video Unit

Facilitators Guide and Notes




Before beginning the Video Unit training session, please review the Suggestions for Successful Training Sessions. These are helpful guidelines for conducting a successful training session. 
This video module provides participants the opportunity to examine elements of effective instruction in the activation of background knowledge and motivation at the primary level. Participants will see how students make connections to their own knowledge and experiences and set a clear purpose for reading as they participate in whole class, small group and individual settings.
The session for Day 1 will take approximately 1 hour 30 minutes which includes time for review of the video as well as audience participation.
	Materials


Before beginning Session I please make sure that you have the following at hand:

Computer access to:
http://www.nj.gov/education/njpep/pd/rfpd/motivation_background/index.html or

Copy of Motivation and Background Knowledge DVD/VHS tape 

LCD or Overhead Projector and Screen

DVD/video unit with TV Monitor 
Chart Paper and Markers

Copy of Session I Handout Packet for Each participant including
· Observation Guide

· Evaluation/Reflection Form
· Reproducibles for classroom use
Copy of NJCCCS LAL Grades K-3
	Procedures


If using internet access to website: 

http://www.nj.gov/education/njpep/pd/rfpd/motivation_background/index.html.

Make sure link is active before you begin.

If using the VHS or DVD, set up the Video/DVD and TV monitor. Make sure that the video is rewound and that counter is set at 00:00.
Have Participants Packets copied and ready to hand out to participants. Facilitators may want to prepare folders for each of the participants with handouts included. 

Note: Make at least 2 copies of each of the reproducibles so that participants will have a ‘clean copy’ to take back to their classrooms.

	Suggestions for Successful Training Sessions




· Make sure your materials and equipment are in place and ready to go before you begin the session.

· Post signs around the building with times/dates noted directing teachers to the session location.

· Have attendance/sign-in sheets displayed.

· Create a large agenda with breaks posted.

· Present basic guidelines at the beginning of the session. 

· Keep it positive. 

· Stay on topic.

· All participants are expected to contribute to the group.

· Respect the opinions of others.

· Provide refreshments (optional).

· Ask participants to turn off or mute all cell phones.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· In our session today we will be addressing the topics of background knowledge and motivation which, as you know, New Jersey has added to its list of essential components of literacy instruction.

· These are some of the topics we will be looking at together.

· As we review this information and look at the video I will be asking you to share your observations.

	Materials


PPT # 1 
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #1 and welcome participants to your training.
2. Introduce yourself and describe your experience in education.
3. Explain that you will be presenting a professional development module on motivation and background knowledge with input from Susan Mandel Glazer, the Director of the Center for Reading and Writing at Rider University in Lawrenceville, NJ.
	
Notes to the Facilitator


Why do we need to address motivation and background knowledge?

Although most children come to school motivated to learn, by the end of the primary grades, and increasingly into the middle grades, a growing number of our students loose interest and become ‘disaffected’. (Snow, 1998)

We know, as educators, that the best learning takes place when students are interested and involved in their personal learning experiences.

This video module provides participants the opportunity to examine the importance of motivation and background knowledge at the primary level.  Participants will have the opportunity to actually see strategies modeled that help to effectively engage and sustain students’ interest.

	Materials


PPT # 2
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 2
2. Share and discuss the above.
	
Notes to the Facilitator


How can we prevent our students from disengaging? 
If students do not learn to love reading in the primary grades or if they never develop their own self motivation to read during these formative years they will face greater and greater obstacles as their education progresses.
	Materials


PPT # 3


	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 3
2. Play video section ‘Activating Prior Knowledge’, ‘Expert’ segment.

3. Read and discuss above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


In the past fifteen years reading research has provided valuable insight into the thinking processes of proficient readers, revealing remarkable consistency in the strategies they use to comprehend text. One of the most significant areas of research activity has been in schema theory, a theory that “tries to explain how we store our knowledge, how we learn and how we remember what we have learned.”  
In classrooms around the country it has become common practice to help children recall information from their long term memory banks (schema) relevant to what will be read, whether that reading is from a textbook, a novel or an article from National Geographic. 

(Keene & Zimmerman, 1997)
	Materials


OH/PPT # 
4
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #4
2. Discuss the above quote from the book, Mosaic of Thought by Ellin Oliver Keene and Susan Zimmerman.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· Why is building background knowledge so important?

· What does current research say about building background knowledge?
· These are some of the topics we will be looking at together.

· As we review this information and look at the video I will be asking you to share your observations.

	Materials


PPT # 6   

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #6 
2. Read and discuss the above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Each child brings to the process of learning about language and reading/writing his or her own prior knowledge of how print is used in the world around him. That is, his own personal knowledge of the reading/writing process. Of course, the child who is read to often and who sees other adults in his world reading for pleasure and using writing in meaningful ways will know that these are useful skills and will be more eager to learn. 
	Materials


PPT # 7
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #7
2. Play video section ‘Activating Prior Knowledge’, ‘Demonstration’ segment.

3. Read and discuss the above.
	
Notes to the Facilitator


· There are three types of connections which should be encouraged:

· Test to Self (T-S) relates to personal experience or first hand knowledge.
· Text to Text (T-T) relates to books they have heard read aloud or books they have read themselves.

· Text to World (T-W) relates to the world around them.

· Guide your students as they examine the table of contents, look at the illustrations and make predictions.

· Ask higher order questions. Don’t rely on the literal interpretation of what is read. Help students develop the ability to interpret text based on prior knowledge or experience.

· It isn’t always enough to ask students what they know. Teachers must go back and help them evaluate their knowledge. “Was this information useful to me in understanding this text?”
	Materials


PPT # 8
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 8
2. See discussion points above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· Text Walk: Skim through the text and think aloud as you examine the illustrations.
· Word or Concept Sort: Choose key words or concepts from students’ prior knowledge and sort or classify into categories.

· Anticipatory Set Activity: Create a list of True/False questions related to the text. Read text and then revisit to reevaluate your prior knowledge.
· Venn Diagram: The use of overlapping circles to show features that are the same or different for 2 or more concepts.

· Schema Chart: Make connections to the children’s prior knowledge of, or personal experience with, a given subject. Record these connections on a chart.

· Think Aloud: A metacognitive process in which the teacher verbalizes aloud while reading orally thus aiding comprehension.
· Cloze Activity: This is the process of completion of sentences related to a subject. The teacher writes sentences on a board or overhead leaving out key words and elicits responses for possible replacements. 

	Materials


PPT #9
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 9.
2. Read and discuss the above strategies.

	Notes to the Facilitator


What LAL standards from your NJCCCS relate to background knowledge and motivation? Look at your CCCS and find an example that relates specifically to your grade level.

Here are some sample activities that are appropriate to specific grade levels. 
What other strategies do you use in your classroom to motivate your students?

How do you bring out their prior knowledge before reading a text?

	Materials


PPT # 10
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 10.
2. Read and discuss the information above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


The next 3 slides describe the K-W-L graphic organizer:

· The first is a short description of the KWL 

· The second provides directions for its use. 

· The third slide is an example of a blank KWL chart.
	Materials


PPT # 11, 12, 13
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slides # 11, 12, 13.
2. Examine and discuss.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Explain to participants that they will now see a modified version of the KWL being used in a primary classroom. 
Have participants jot down some notes on their observation forms for later discussion with attention to the classroom environment, teacher’s instruction and the behavior of and engagement by students.

	Materials


 PPT # 14
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 14.
2. Begin the video. Play ‘Demonstration’ segments from the following sections in this order: Activating Prior Knowledge, Making Connections, and Student Inquiry.
	
Notes to the Facilitator


Provide some time for participants to think about the information they have just viewed. 

Encourage them to turn to a partner and discuss.
Ask for comments or observations.

	Materials


PPT #15
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 15
2. Read and discuss above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· In the second part of our session today we will be exploring the area of motivation which, along with background knowledge, has been identified in New Jersey as one of the essential components of literacy instruction.

· As we review this information and look at the video I will be asking you to share your observations.
· Note that motivation has been found to be directly related to self-esteem, self-worth and self-confidence.
· Identify those students in the classroom that might be at risk for a low level of motivation.
	Materials


PPT #17

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PPT# 17

2. View the video sections on Goal Setting and Student Choice and Assessment, the ‘Demonstration’ segments.

3. Read and discuss above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Classrooms that provide access to varied materials, choice, challenge and opportunities for collaboration are motivating for our students!
Meaningful print should cover the classroom walls. This does not mean prefabricated, preprinted materials but rather student generated and teacher/student collaborated writing.

Set up a literacy center providing a choice of self-selected reading materials and response options based on interest.

Writers Workshop provides motivation because the student is able to choose his or her own topic and proceed at own pace.
There is nothing more motivating to a student than listening to his/her teacher read with expression and enthusiasm.

Social interaction promotes interesting discussions and problem solving.

It is important to help students set realistic goals and to conduct ongoing progress monitoring to provide an opportunity for students to view their own success. 

	Materials


PPT #18
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 18.
2. Read and discuss the above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Personal connection is a powerful motivator, especially for your ELL or struggling students.

Your interest in their preferences and discussion of their attitude toward reading will provide valuable insight. 

Many pre-made attitude surveys and interest inventories are available but it is often more relevant to your particular students to create your own.

Even non-readers/writers can complete checklists or surveys using check marks or symbols to represent answers if you read each statement or question aloud.

	Materials


PPT #  19
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 19.
2.  Read and discuss the above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Having high expectations for our students can provide the essential motivating factor that will help them succeed.
Studies have shown that when we expect students to do well they will try very hard and are likely to achieve or surpass goals. On the other hand, if we expect very little, they are likely to fulfill that expectation as well.

	Materials


PPT # 20
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 20.
2.  Read and discuss the above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Student Generated Rubrics: These can be used to differentiate instruction. It is an outline that describes the content and quality one needs to achieve success in a task. When students and teachers collaborate to create the criteria it is a powerful tool because all parties clearly understand what is expected of them.

Goal Setting: Students who set goals for themselves take charge of their own learning. This results in engaged, self-regulated readers.

Interviews: A tool to assess student’s’ interests. This is an effective way to identify those texts that will motivate your students to read.
Surveys: Taking the time to survey your students, either individually or in small groups, will provide a fuller understanding of students’ preferences and personal goals. 

	Materials


PPT # 21
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 21
2.  Read and discuss the above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


	Materials


OH/PPT # 
 22
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide/Overhead # 22
2. Play video section ‘Making Connections’, ‘Expert’ segment.
	
Notes to the Facilitator


These are the prompts that Dr. Glazer discussed in our video. 

Have you been guilty of ‘editorializing’ to some extent?

Be aware! Begin to use ‘prompts’ to encourage your reluctant students.

How do you feel about the last one, “If you need help ask Johnny…..”?  How could you pair your students while avoiding this comment?  

Would it be worthwhile to discuss these responses with your students? When would this information be helpful to students?

	Materials


PPT # 23-24
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide # 23-24.
2. Play the section ‘Student Inquiry’, ‘Expert’ section.

3.  Read and discuss the points above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Turn to a neighbor and discuss the ways you and your colleagues provide motivation in your classrooms. 

Be prepared to share this information with the group.

	Materials


PPT # 25

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #25.
2.  Read and discuss the points above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


In order to conduct an Anticipatory Set Sort, we will separate into small groups at this time. Choose one person in your group as facilitator/leader.
The first step would be for the teacher to throw out a topic for the group to brainstorm questions.
”What do you want to know about this subject?” 
	Materials


PPT #28
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide 28
2.  Read and discuss the points above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


This is the next step. In groups, students look at the questions generated in their group and collaboratively come up with 2 questions per group that they hope to have answered by their reading. Explain the terms skimming or scanning and how you can search for information in text by using these methods. 
Sort the questions according to type. Students determine their own criteria.

After choosing the 2 questions, skim the text to see if questions will be answered. 
	Materials


PPT # 29
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide 29
2.  Read and discuss the points above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


· Now the group carefully and attentively reads the text and attempts to answer the questions. 
· The last step is reflection. Don’t skip this step! Have students provide feedback on the entire process and determine ways to answer additional questions generated about this topic.

	Materials


PPT # 30
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #30
2.  Read and discuss the points above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Now let’s try it together!
In groups, have participants generate questions. Sort questions by type.
Ask each group to choose the two questions that they most want to find the answers to.

Ask each group to share and record the questions on chart paper at the front of the room.
	Materials


PPT # 31-32
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slides #31-32. 

2.  Model this activity.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


Discuss the word ‘scan’ which means to glance at or over or to read hastily.

Ask participants to quickly scan the text on PPT #34 to see if the answers to their questions are answered. 

Note: Possible answers on PPT #35.
	Materials


PPT # 34-35
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #34-35.
	
Notes to the Facilitator


Record answers to questions on chart paper.

Have group reread the selection.

Reflect and brainstorm ideas for resources for further classroom based inquiry. Additional resources might include: community, classroom, school library, internet, etc.

	Materials


PPT # 36
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #36.
2. Read and discuss the points above.
	
Notes to the Facilitator


· Review and discuss answers to the Anticipatory Set questions that were introduced at the beginning of this section of the presentation. Remember that the anticipatory set is a brief activity or event at the beginning of the lesson that effectively engages all students' attention by relating to their own life experiences and background knowledge and that organizes the content by focusing on the major concepts to be learned.
· Finally, ask all participants to complete an ‘Exit Slip’ before leaving which is located in their packet. Procedure for completing it is detailed on PPT #38.
	Materials


PPT # 37
	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #37. 

2. Play video section ‘Panel Review’, ‘Demonstration’ segment.

3. Read and discuss the points above.

	
Notes to the Facilitator


	Materials


PPT # 38

	Discussion/Procedures


1. Display PowerPoint Slide #38. 

4. Encourage participants to reflect on their teaching practice.

5. Play video section ‘Reflections’, ‘Expert’ segment.
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Glossary Page

	
	

	background knowledge
	A student’s knowledge of language, the world and his/her understanding of how print is used to convey meaning.


	motivation
	Instilling curiosity and providing a purpose for reading.


	K-W-L
	A three column chart that includes the before, during and after components of reading.


	anticipatory set sort
	Formulating questions, skimming and rereading text and sorting information to deepen understanding.


	reading interest survey
	An informal list of questions used to explore reading preferences.


	schema


	An organization of concepts and actions that can be revised by new information about the world. 


	cloze activity
	An assessment of reading comprehension in which the test taker is asked to supply words that have been systematically deleted from a text. 




	Overview


This video focuses on some of the ways that we, as classroom teachers, can motivate students and provide effective strategies to activate the background knowledge or schema that our students bring to the classroom setting. 

We, in NJ, have identified these two areas as essential elements in the teaching of reading. Beginning readers must learn to extend their knowledge of the world around them and connect that knowledge to the new information being presented in classrooms each day. Motivated students choose to read for pleasure and information and develop a life long love of reading. 

Our featured speaker, Dr. Susan Mandel Glazer, is director of the Center for Reading and Writing and professor of graduate education at Rider University in Lawrenceville, NJ.  She writes a monthly column, called Issues in Literacy & Learning for Teaching Pre K-8. Dr. Glazer is the author of numerous books and articles in various areas of literacy education.
Video Observation Sheet

Record your observations under the following categories:

· Classroom Environment

· Student Engagement

· Teacher Interaction

· Instruction

	Equipment and Materials


Before beginning Session I, please make sure that you have the following at hand:

· Computer access to the following link: http://www.nj.gov/education/njpep/pd/rfpd/motivation_background/index.html or

· Copy of Background Knowledge and 

        Motivation DVD/VHS

· LCD or Overhead Projector and Screen

· DVD/Video Unit with TV Monitor

· Chart Paper and Markers

· Copy of NJCCCS LAL for Grades K-3 for each participant

· Copy of Session I handout packet for each participant including:

· Video Observation 

· Sample Reading Interest Survey

· Sample Anticipation/Reaction Guide

· Sample Graphic Organizer for Building

     Background Information

· Exit Slips
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