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Open Court


Finding the phonics standards in my core…
	Activity from core
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	What Approach?

(synthetic, analytic, analogy)

	Word Pairs In this activity you will write pairs of words on the board. One word of each pair should begin with the /s/ sound; the other should not. Say the word beginning with the /s/ sound, and ask students to identify it. Remind them to listen for the /s/ sound and then to think about which letter makes that sound. 
Write see, bee on the board. Ask students, “Which word says see? If you think it is this one  (point to see) raise your hand. If you think it is this one (point to bee), raise your hand.” Ask someone to come up and point to the word and to circle the letter that makes the /s/ sound at the beginning of the word. Try other word pairs. 
	T26
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	Listening for Initial /s/ Give each student a letter card for Ss. Look at the picture on the Ss Alphabet Sound Card. Ask the students to say the /s/ sound as they take their cards. 
Tell the students that you will say a word, and you want them to listen for the first sound. Say, “If it is the /s/ sound, hold up the Ss card when I give you the signal.” Try the following words: sat, tail, mat, salt, may, sap, say, map, sigh, etc. 
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	The Sound of m Point to the Mm Alphabet Sound Card and name the letter. Turn over the card to display the picture side. Hold the Mm Alphabet Sound Card and say /m/ /m/ /m/. Read the story for the /m/ sound: For Muzzy the Monkey, bananas are yummy. She munches so many, they fill up her tummy. She says /m/ /m//m/ /m/ /m/!

Ask the students if they can hear the /m/ sounds at the beginning of many words in the story. Recite the story again, asking students to join in where they can. Let them know that the picture on the card can help them remember the /m/ sound.
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