Glossary

	
	

	Alphabetic principle
	The assumption underlying alphabetic writing systems that each speech sound or phoneme of a language should have its own distinctive graphic representation. 



	Analogy-based phonics
	Children learn to use parts of word families they know to identify words they don’t know that have similar parts 

	Analytic phonics
	A whole-to-part approach to word study in which the student is first taught a number of sight words and then relevant phonic generalizations, which are subsequently applied to other words; deductive phonics.



	Explicit
	This term refers to lesson delivery. If a lesson is explicit, the teacher tells the children directly what she or he is trying to teach. For example, a teacher might say, “These two letters, ch, make the sound /ch/.”




	Graphemes
	A written or printed representation of a phoneme, as b for /b/ and oy for /oi/ in boy. In English, a grapheme may be a single letter or group of letters. It includes all the ways in which the phoneme may be written or printed. 



	Onset
	That part of a syllable preceding the syllable peak or nucleus; normally the consonants preceding the vowel of a syllable, as str in strip. 


	Phonemes
	In speech, the smallest unit of sound that distinguishes one word from another, as /t/ in tap, /m/ in map, and /l/ in lap. Map has three phonemes /m/ + /ă/ + /p/ and eight has two /ā/ + /t/.



	Phonemic awareness
	The awareness of sounds (phonemes) that make up spoken words.  



	Phonological awareness
	Awareness of the constituent sound of words in learning to read and spell. The constituents of words can be distinguished in three ways: a. by syllables, as /book/. b. by onsets and rimes, as /b/ and /ook/. c. by phonemes, as /b/ and /oo/ and /k/.



	Rime
	A vowel and any following consonants of a syllable, as /ook/ in book or brook, /īk/ in strike, and /ā/ in play.



	Structural Analysis
	The identification of word-meaning elements, as re and read in reread, to help understand the meaning of a word as a whole. Structural analysis commonly involves the identification of roots, affixes, compounds, hyphenated forms, inflected and derived endings, contractions, and in some cases, syllabication. Structural analysis is sometimes used as an aid to pronunciation or in combination with phonic analysis in word-analysis programs. 



	Synthetic Phonics
	A part-to-whole phonics approach to reading instruction in which the student learns the sounds represented by letters and letter combinations, blends these sounds to pronounce words, and finally identifies which phonic generalizations apply: inductive phonics. 



	Systematic
	This term contains two important connotations: scope and sequence. Scope includes the content of the phonics instruction, the range of letter-sound correspondences covered. Sequence defines an order for teaching letter-sound correspondences. First one sound, or group of sounds will be taught and then another, and so on. A systematic feature would extend across a period of time.  
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