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Introduction



This video focuses on ways that we, as classroom teachers, can help our students develop effective phonics skills.

Why do we teach phonics? The National Reading Panel Report (2000) states:

“Learning to read is a complex task for beginners. They must coordinate many cognitive processes to read accurately and fluently, including recognizing words, constructing the meanings of sentences and text, and retaining the information read in memory. An essential part of the process for beginners involves learning the alphabetic system, that is, letter-sound correspondences and spelling patterns, and learning how to apply this knowledge in their reading. Systematic phonics instruction is a way of teaching reading that stresses the acquisition of letter-sound correspondences and their use to read and spell words (Harris & Hodges, 1995). Phonics is desirable for beginners in the primary grades and for children having difficulty learning to read.”

Our featured speaker, Dr. Kathy Ganske was, at the time of this videotaping, an Associate Professor in the Department of Reading at Rowan University in New Jersey as well as the supervisor of Rowan’s reading clinic. Her work in the field of literacy education is widely known and respected, especially in the area of phonics and phonemic awareness. 
We have utilized Dr. Ganske’s expertise as a resource for providing professional development on scientifically based reading research for administrators, coordinators, coaches and teachers in our schools as a valuable source of information and support for implementing quality literacy instruction. 

