





December 6, 2006

TO:

Members, State Board of Education

FROM:
Lucille E. Davy, Commissioner

SUBJECT:
Certification of School Districts  --  REVISED

Pursuant to the provisions of the Public School Education Act of 1975, N.J.A.C. 6A:30, “Evaluation of the Performance of School Districts,” and the Manual for the Evaluation of Local School Districts, the county superintendents are implementing the fourth cycle of Level I evaluation of districts.

DISTRICTS BEING RECOMMENDED FOR FULL CERTIFICATION



I am recommending for your approval, the following district for full certification for seven years.

Monmouth County:


  Deal


  Holmdel

DISTRICTS GRANTED CERTIFICATION WITH CONDITIONS


The following districts have not met the standards of one or more indicators.  However, based on the county superintendent’s recommendation, I have determined that the districts can correct the identified deficiencies without additional diagnostic monitoring or technical assistance. Therefore, I am informing you that I have granted the districts certification with conditions for a period of one year from the date of the monitoring report.  The failed indicators and summary of deficiencies for the district are listed separately on Attachment #1.

Gloucester County:

  Clayton

  Westville

Hudson County:

  East Newark

  Harrison

  Union City

Middlesex County:

  Middlesex County Vocational

  Perth Amboy

Union:
  Elizabeth

Warren:

  Washington Borough
LED:WK:PJC:evaluation/dec2006

ATTACHMENT #1

DISTRICTS GRANTED CERTIFICATION WITH CONDITIONS

FAILED INDICATORS
	County and District
	Failed Indicator(s)
	Summary of Deficiency(ies)

	
	
	

	Gloucester County:

   Clayton

  Westville

 Hudson County:
    East Newark

    Harrison

    Union City


	4.1

4.2

4.1

4.1

4.2

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.1

4.3


	District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grades 3 and 4.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grade 8.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grades 3 and 4.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grade 3.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grade 8.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grade 4.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy or math for grade 8.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grade 11.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grade 4.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grade 11.




	County and District
	Failed Indicator(s)
	Summary of Deficiency(ies)

	Middlesex County:

   Middlesex Co. Vocational

   Perth Amboy

 Union County:

  Elizabeth

Warren County:
    Washington Borough


	4.3

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.1


	District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy or math for grade 11.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grades 3 and 4.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy or math for grade 8.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy or math for grade 11.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grades 3 and 4.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy or math for grade 8.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy or math for grade 11.

District did not meet the AYP for language arts literacy for grade 4.




See following pages for a detailed description of failed indicators.

Clayton School District

Evaluation Notes

Date of Evaluation:
January 24, 2006
District Description:
The Clayton School District is a two building PK-12, B DFG school district in Gloucester County with approximately 1,290 students and 95 professional staff members.  The district is administered by a chief school administrator, a school business administrator, an elementary and a secondary curriculum supervisor, a child study team supervisor, two building principals, an elementary vice principal and an assistant principal in middle/high school.  The evaluation of the school district reflects that the district failed to meet the standards of Indicator 4.1, Fourth Grade Assessment and 4.2 Eighth Grade Assessment.  All other indicators are in compliance.  The county office has rendered technical assistance to the school district as it has developed a corrective action plan that is currently being implemented.

Failed Indicator:
Indicator 4.1– Fourth Grade Assessment:
The Spring 2006 testing items that caused this district to be noncompliant were a 73.3% proficiency rate on the NJASK 3 and a 72.7% proficiency rate on NJASK 4 for Language Arts Literacy where a 75% proficiency rate was the state mandated benchmark for both assessments.

Failed Indicator:
Indicator 4.2– Eighth Grade Assessment:
The Spring 2006 testing item that caused this to be noncompliant was a 65.5% proficiency rate on GEPA for Language Arts Literacy where a 66% proficiency rate was the state mandated benchmark.

Current Status of Failed Indicators:
4.1:      Third Grade and Fourth Assessment – The district has initiated instructional strategies and activities focused upon the improvement of student performance in the area of language arts literacy.

 

4.2:      Eighth Grade Assessment – The district has initiated instructional strategies and activities focused upon the improvement of student performance in the next testing cycle.

 

Recommendation:  The district should be certified with conditions until October 1, 2007 and that technical assistance continues to be provided by the Gloucester County Superintendent of Schools’ Office.

Westville School District

Evaluation Notes

Date of Evaluation:
January 26, 2006
District Description:
Westville is a one school DFG B district comprised of grades PK-6.  The district is administered by a chief school administrator, a building principal, and a shared business administrator.  In addition there is a Curriculum Director and Child Study Team Coordinator that are shared among four schools in the Gateway Regional School District.  School enrollment currently stands at 358 students who are served by 34 professional staff members. The district is located in the city of Westville.  The evaluation of the school district reflects that it failed to meet the standards of Indicator 4.1, Fourth Grade Assessment. 

Failed Indicator:
Indicator 4.1–  Fourth Grade  Assessment:
The Spring 2006 testing items that caused this district to be noncompliant were 71.1% proficiency rate on the NJASK 3 and 52.4% proficiency rate on the NJASK 4 for Language Arts Literacy where a 75% proficiency rate was the state mandated benchmark for both assessments.  

Current Status of Failed Indicators:

4.1:      Third Grade and Fourth Assessment – The district has initiated instructional strategies and activities focused upon the improvement of student performance in the area of language arts literacy.

 

Recommendation:
The district should be certified with conditions until November 1, 2007 and that technical assistance will be provided by the Gloucester County Superintendent of Schools’ Office.

East Newark School District
Evaluation Notes

Date of Evaluation:
January 24, 2006
District Description:
The East Newark School District in a Preschool-Grade 8 school district.  The district is a one-school district with a student population of 213 students. There is one class per grade level. 193 of the students speak a language other than English in their homes (152 Spanish, 33 Portuguese, 2 Arabic, 2 Mandarin, 2 Cantonese, and 2 Polish). The evaluation of the school district found two indicators that were unacceptable in meeting the established standards.  Specifically, Indicator 4.1:  Third Grade Assessment in Language Arts Literacy (LAL) and Indicator 4.2: Eighth Grade Assessment also in Language Arts Literacy (LAL). All other indicators were in compliance with the established standards.  At the conclusion of the evaluation the County Superintendent determined that the district could correct the identified deficiencies without additional diagnostic monitoring or technical assistance. 

Unacceptable Indicators

Indicator 4.1:
 
New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK3 and 4)
The results of the 2006 NJ ASK 3 were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
70.4.9%     [The district did not meet the standard of 75%.]

Mathematics


78.5% 
      [The district exceeded the standard of 62%.]

The results of the 2006 NJ ASK 4 were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
77.8%
      [The district exceeded the standard of 75%.]
Mathematics


66.7%
      [The district exceeded the standard of 62%.]

Indicator 4.2:

Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment (GEPA)

The results of 2006 GEPA were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
57.1%       [The district did not meet the standard of 66%.]

Mathematics


56.6%
      [The district exceeded the standard of 49%.]

Current Status of Failed Indicators:  

Indicator 4.1 and Indicator 4.2:   

To address the failed indicators, the district has taken actions which include a redesigned after school program which focuses more intensively on youngsters who did not meet the proficiency level required.  A similar approach was taken during the district’s summer program, thus providing remediation to those students that needed it.  The redesign was based on a thorough data interpretation of both state tests and the standardized tests utilized by the district in grades K-2.  

In addition, the district changed its reading program to a Guided Reading Program in grades K-4.  This will allow students in need of reading remediation to progress at their own speed with additional support from our teaching staff in small group settings.  

Recommendation:
The district should be certified conditionally for a period of one year with continuing oversight from the Hudson County Superintendent of Schools’ Office.  A follow-up visitation should be completed in the spring of 2007.

Harrison School District
Evaluation Notes

Date of Evaluation:
February 21, 22 and 23 2006
District Description:
The Harrison Public School District is composed of a highly diversified multicultural student population of one thousand eight hundred sixty-four students. It encompasses four programs, K-5 Lincoln Elementary School, 6-8 Washington Middle School, 9-12 Harrison High School and one Pre-School Inclusion class.  Ten Primary Languages are spoken in the home.  The district has over fifty percent Economically Disadvantaged and a high Mobility Rate. The Harrison School District is an Abbott School District. The evaluation of the school district found three indicators that were unacceptable in meeting the established standards.  Specifically, Indicator 4.1:  Fourth Grade Assessment in Language Arts Literacy (LAL), Indicator 4.2: Eighth Grade Assessment in Language Arts Literacy (LAL) and Mathematics and Indicator 4.3: Eleventh Grade Assessment in Language Arts Literacy (LAL). All other indicators were in compliance with the established standards.  At the conclusion of the evaluation the County Superintendent determined that the district could correct the identified deficiencies without additional diagnostic monitoring or technical assistance. 

Unacceptable Indicators

Indicator 4.1:
 
New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK3 and 4)
The results of the 2006 NJ ASK 3 were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
85.4%
      [The district exceeded the standard of 75%.]

Mathematics


92.2% 
      [The district exceeded the standard of 62%.]

The results of the 2006 NJ ASK 4 were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
70.8%
      [The district did not meet the standard of 75%.]
Mathematics


82.5%
      [The district exceeded the standard of 62%.]

Indicator 4.2:

Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment (GEPA)

The results of 2006 GEPA were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
64.4%       [The district did not meet the standard of 66%.]

Mathematics


35.3%
     [The district did not meet the standard of 49%.]

Indicator 4.3:

High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA)

The results of 2006 HSPA were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
77.4%       [The district did not meet the standard of 79%.]

Mathematics


68.3%
     [The district exceeded the standard of 64%.]

Current Status of Failed Indicators:  

Indicator 4.1, Indicator 4.2 and Indicator 4.3   

The district has implemented numerous action items to address failing indicators.  They range from new Mathematics Curriculum, Block Schedule, “job-embedded” Professional Learning, to Teaming, Data Analysis and Vertical/Horizontal Articulation. The district has also initiated instructional strategies and activities focused upon the improvement of student performance in the next testing cycle. 

Recommendation:
The district should be certified conditionally for a period of one year with continuing oversight from the Hudson County Superintendent of Schools’ Office.  A follow-up visitation should be completed in the spring of 2007.
Union City School District
Evaluation Notes

Date of Evaluation:
April 4, 5, 7, 10, 11, and 12, 2006
District Description:
The Union City School District serves over 11,000 students in 12 schools: 9 Elementary Schools, 1 Middle School, 2 High Schools as well as 35 Pre-School, Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten providers.  Approximately 94% of the students are Hispanic, 70% of whom do not speak English at home.  The district's bilingual program enrollment is 38%.  The city of Union City is 1.4 miles and is considered the most densely populated urban community in the nation with approximately 67,500 residents.  Among the Abbott districts, Union City has one of the highest percentage of students eligible for free/reduced lunch at 87%.  Union City's proximity to New York city makes it very attractive community to its diverse population.  
The evaluation of the school district found three indicators that were unacceptable in meeting the established standards.  Specifically, Indicator 4.1:  Fourth Grade Assessment in Language Arts Literacy (LAL) and Indicator 4.3: Eleventh Grade Assessment in Language Arts Literacy (LAL) and Mathematics. All other indicators were in compliance with the established standards.  At the conclusion of the evaluation the County Superintendent determined that the district could correct the identified deficiencies without additional diagnostic monitoring or technical assistance. 

Unacceptable Indicators

Indicator 4.1:
 
New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK3 and 4)
The results of the 2006 NJ ASK 3 were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
77.9%
      [The district exceeded the standard of 75%.]

Mathematics


90.0% 
      [The district exceeded the standard of 62%.]

The results of the 2006 NJ ASK 4 were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
73.0%
      [The district did not meet the standard of 75%.]
Mathematics


83.8%
      [The district exceeded the standard of 62%.]

Indicator 4.3:

High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA)

The results of 2006 HSPA were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
68.1%       [The district did not meet the standard of 79%.]

Mathematics


61.1%
     [The district exceeded the standard of 64%.]

Acceptable Indicator
Indicator 4.2:

Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment (GEPA)

The results of 2006 GEPA were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
76.6%       [The district exceeded the standard of 66%.]

Mathematics


70.9%
     [The district exceeded the standard of 49%.]

Current Status of Failed Indicators:  

A major goal of the Union City School District is to create an educational system where all students achieve proficiency in the Core Curriculum Content Standards and to ensure schools have support for quality teaching and learning.  Recognized at the state level as a high performing Abbott district, the Union City School District will continue to provide high-quality instruction with its goals to be consistent with New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards, No Child Left Behind Legislation (NCLB), Abbott regulations and educational research.  

Currently, the following steps have been taken to address failed indicators 4.1 and 4.3.

Indicator 4.1:  Language Arts for the 4th grade
The district analyzed its assessment results. These language arts results are for total population, with the district not making AYP in the 4th grades. General education students had a passing rate of 91.6% in the 3rd grades and 87.3% passing rate in the 4th grade. The large number of Limited English students as well as Special Needs students affected the overall total district score. ELL students did attain Safe Harbor in Language Arts, but the Special Needs population did not.  In addition, when 3rd, 4th and 5th grades were bundled for NCLB purposes, the district did attain AYP with a 77.4% passing rate.

The district has initiated several district policies as well as instructional practices specifically designed to address the needs of the Special Needs population as well as the ELL population.  
Indicator 4.3:  Language Arts Literacy and Mathematics 
As a result of the district completing a thorough analysis of the 2006 HSPA, they found that the Total population (72%), ELL students (36.1%) and Economically Disadvantaged students (72%) did achieve Safe Harbor based upon the 75% confidence level in the Language Arts Section while the Special Needs student did not attain Safe Harbor. (As per NCLB guidelines).

In reference to Mathematics, they found that the Total population (64.3%), ELL students (39.1%) and Special Needs (25.5%) did achieve Safe Harbor based upon the 75% confidence level in the Mathematics Section. (As per NCLB guidelines).

The district has initiated several district policies as well as instructional practices specifically designed to address the needs of the Special Needs population as well as the ELL population.  

Recommendation:
The district should be certified conditionally for a period of one year with continuing oversight from the Hudson County Superintendent of Schools’ Office.  A follow-up visitation should be completed in the spring of 2007.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY VOCATIONAL – TECHNICAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

EVALUATION NOTES

Date of Evaluation:
 February 27, 28, March 1, 2, 3, 2006


District Description:
The Middlesex County Vocational/Technical School District serves approximately 1725 students throughout Middlesex County.  Thirty-six percent of the students are classified special education students.  The mobility rate in the district is approximately 19%.  The 9-12 school has four vocational high school campuses spread throughout the county and one academy for science, mathematics and engineering technology.  It also provides county eighth grade students with an opportunity to participate in a variety of vocational programs for three periods a day for one semester.     The district is administered by a superintendent, assistant superintendent and a business administrator. The evaluation of the district indicated deficiency in Indicator 4.3 Pupil Performance:  Skills and Competencies Eleventh Grade Assessment.  
Failed Indicator:  Indicator 4.3 Pupil Performance:  Skills and Competencies Eleventh 

                              Grade Assessment   

A review of the March 2006 HSPA results indicated the district did not meet the standard for this indicator in the area of language arts literacy and mathematics (LAL: 71.6%; Math: 56.0%).
Current Status of Failed Indicators:

4.3: Eleventh Grade Assessment – The district has initiated instructional strategies and activities focused upon the improvement of student performance in the next testing cycle.

Recommendation:   The district should be certified with conditions for a period of one year.  The county office is providing ongoing technical assistance in developing a corrective action plan to achieve success.

PERTH AMBOY SCHOOL DISTRICT
EVALUATION NOTES

Date of Evaluation:
February 6, 9,10,14,15, 2006

District Description:


The Perth Amboy Public School district presently operates two pre-school facilities, including the former St. Mary’s High School and the recently constructed Ignacio Cruz Early Childhood Learning Center, which provides a full-day educational program to over 840 three and four year-old students. During the 2005-06 school year, the district had five K to 4 elementary schools, the Samuel E. Shull Middle School (Grades 5 & 6), the William C. McGinnis Middle School (Grades 7 & 8) and Perth Amboy High School (Grades 9-12). McGinnis Middle School also has an alternative school located directly across the street from the main campus. The total enrollment for the district is 9,463 students. In September of 2006 the district will reconfigure the schools to incorporate two middle schools.  Additionally, the district operates a comprehensive Adult School Program including a fully-accredited High School component and a federally-approved G.E.D. Testing Center. 
The evaluation of the district indicated deficiencies in the area of Pupil Performance.   All other indicators are in compliance.

Failed Indicator:  Indicator 4.1 Pupil Performance: Skill and Competencies 
A review of the Spring 2006 NJASK 3 and NJASK 4 results indicated the district did not meet the standard in language arts literacy.  (Grade 3:  71.8%; Grade 4: 70.0%)
Failed Indicator:  Indicator 4.2 Pupil Performance:  Skill and Competencies Eighth 

                              Grade Assessment

A review of the March 2006 GEPA results indicated the district did not meet the standard for this indicator in the areas of language arts literacy and math.  (LAL: 50.3%; Math: 31.4%)
Failed Indicator:  Indicator 4.3 Pupil Performance:  Skills and Competencies Eleventh 

                              Grade Assessment   

A review of the March 2006 HSPA results indicated the district did not meet the standard for this indicator in the area of language arts literacy and math. (LAL: 65.2%; Math: 49.9%)
Current Status of Failed Indicators:

4.1:
Third Grade and Fourth Assessment – The district has initiated instructional strategies and activities focused upon the improvement of student performance in the area of language arts literacy.

4.2:
Eighth Grade Assessment – The district has initiated instructional strategies and activities focused upon the improvement of student performance in the next testing cycle.

4.3:
Eleventh Grade Assessment – The district has initiated instructional strategies and activities focused upon the improvement of student performance in the next testing cycle. 

Recommendation:   The district should be certified with conditions for a period of one year.  The county office is providing ongoing technical assistance in developing a corrective action plan to achieve success.

Elizabeth School District

Evaluation Notes

Dates of Evaluation:
April 27&28 through May 3-23, 2006
District Description:
The Elizabeth School District is a K-12 school district in Union County. The district is the largest high school in the Nation with a student population of approximately 5,300 and is one of the most linguistically diverse districts in the State. Annually the district reports more than forty-six (46) languages are spoken in the homes by the children. The district has 22,000 students in 32 schools consisting of: 1 Early Childhood Center, 24 elementary schools, 6 middle schools and 1 high school. One of the district’s Gifted and Talented Program, located at School #31, has been named a National Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of Education. Under the federal No Child Left Behind education law, a school may be selected for a Blue Ribbon School award if at least 40 percent of their students from disadvantaged backgrounds make strong improvement or if the entire student body achieves in the top 10 percent of the state on state tests. School #31 fulfills both of those criteria. Only three other schools in all of New Jersey have won the Blue Ribbon award this year, and Elizabeth is the only urban school district in New Jersey with a school on the Blue Ribbon award winner list.

The evaluation of the school district found three indicators that were unacceptable in meeting the established standards.  Specifically, Indicator 4.1: Fourth Grade Assessment in LAL only; Indicator 4.2 Eighth Grade Assessment, Indicator 4.3: Eleventh Grade Assessment. *NOTE At the time of the monitoring NCLB monitoring was not conducted by the Division of Abbott, which may affect Indicators 8.1 and 8.2. All other indicators were in compliance with the established standards.  At the conclusion of the evaluation the County Superintendent determined that the district could correct the identified deficiencies without additional diagnostic monitoring or technical assistance. 

Unacceptable Indicators
Indicator 4.1:

Fourth Grade Assessment (During the ‘05-06 and ‘06-07 academic years, for grades 3, 4, and 5 language arts literacy is 75% and mathematics is 62%.)

The results of the 2006 NJASK were as follows:






NJASK 5
NJASK4
NJASK3
Language Arts Literacy
     72.5%
    65.6%
    68.4%

Mathematics 


      69.2%
     70.2%
     77.7%
Indicator 4.2: 
Eighth Grade Assessment

The results of the 2006 GEPA were as follows: (During the ’05-06 and ’06-07 academic years, for grades 6 and 7 language arts literacy is 66% and mathematics is 49%.)

The results of the 2006 GEPA, NJASK6, and NJASK were as follows:





GEPA

NJASK7
NJASK6
Language Arts Literacy
  41.8%
    56.4%
   48.5%
Mathematics


   30.3%
     37.7%
    47.3%
Indicator 4.3:

Eleventh Grade Assessment (The HSPA administered during the ’04-05, ’05-06, and ’06-07 academic years, language arts literacy is 79% and mathematics is 64%

The results of 2005 HSPA were as follows:

Language Arts Literacy
57.6%
Mathematics


44.7%

Based on the on-site inspection and review of the facilities checklist, the district did not meet the standard for this indicator.  

Current Status of Failed Indicators:  


All of Elizabeth’s failed indicators are the in Element 4, Student Performance: Skills and Proficiencies, of the current monitoring document. On a daily bases improvement in student performance is taking place.

Recently, 14 of the district’s school principals were honored by the BOE and the district superintendent for achieving AYP. The professional staff has become responsive to the district’s Keys for Excellence Strategic Plan. The plan, founded in managerial instruction and school based leadership, placed the responsibility for instruction at the building leader. This philosophy has become a principle of study also for the students in grades K-8, the Leadership Studies Program. Grade 6 participates also in the LEADS project, Literacy Essential to Adolescent Development and Success.


To create an environment of serious study the BOE adopted policies that demand stricter attendance rate, 95% for each student and graduation requirements of 160 credits.

To address the additional graduation credits the district high school day is now 7:30 AM – 4:00PM, a 10 period day. The high school academies address the G&T population at the secondary level. These academies follow the model of International Baccalaureate. Students also participate in the summer college program, which places students for course work at Princeton, Drew, University of Massachusetts and others. The Artist in Residency program, run in conjunction with the State Theater, provides the cultural experiences for the secondary student. The district is one of 4 state participants in the Secondary school Initiative. 


All the instructional staff receives support from instructional and peer coaches. The staff development programs are in partnership with area universities. There is an active recruitment program for highly qualified and specialized staff.


Instructional improvement and student progress begins at the pre-k level. The district enrollment for the Early Childhood programs has quadrupled this current year. The program includes medical check-ups for all 3 and 4 years old students. Recognizing that wellness and health definitely affects student performance, all students in the district receive a Free Breakfast and 77% of the student population receives Free or Reduced lunch. Special education students are identified early and parents receive training in the use of materials and behavior techniques.      


All curricula are realigned to address the Core Content Standards and benchmarks make it possible to map the progress of students and grade levels. Student expectations are high. All elementary grades have a required daily instructional block of 90 minutes for literacy and 90 minutes for mathematics. Reading Recovery is in place for first grade students that continue to struggle in literacy. In grades 1-3 there are also certificated staff providing tutorial sessions. The grades 1-3 reading program focuses upon phonemic awareness, phonetics, vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency.


The Curious Plus program for grades 6-8 stresses the integration of algebra, science, literature, and writing. Algebra is now required for all grade 8 students. There is also a Contagious Curiosity program for grades 1-5, which this year has a theme of “World of Living Things”, integrating math, science, and writing skills. The curious programs are on Saturdays all year. A new science series Full Option, hands on science, for grades K-8.  

Recommendation:
The district should be certified conditionally for a period of one year with continuing oversight from the Union County Superintendent of Schools’ Office.  A follow-up visit should be completed in the spring of 2007.

Washington Borough School District – Warren County

Evaluation Notes

Date of Evaluation:
December 12, 2005
District Description:
The Washington Borough School District is a K-6 school district with approximately 525 students.  The Taylor Street School which is K-2 has a population of 225 students and Memorial School which is a 3-6 building has a population of 300.  Students cover a wide spectrum socio-economically with almost 28% receiving free and reduced lunch to a very small affluent population. The mobility rate is currently at 30% and directly correlates to the student comprising the lower end of the aforementioned spectrum.  Ethnically the student body is approximately 95% Caucasian with a 5% mix of various mid-eastern cultures.  

The evaluation of the school district found one indicator that was unacceptable in meeting the established standards.  Specifically, Indicator 4.1:  NJ ASK Assessment.  At the conclusion of the evaluation the County Superintendent determined that the district could correct the identified deficiencies without additional diagnostic monitoring or technical assistance. 

Unacceptable Indicator

Indicator 4.1: 
NJ ASK Assessment

The results of the 2005 NJASK are as follows: 




Grade 3
Grade 4
Language Arts Literacy
74.6%

65.3%  [District did not meet standard of 75%]
Mathematics


69.0%

64.4%  [District exceeded standard of 62%]
The results of the 2006 NJASK are as follows:





Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Language Arts Literacy
75.8%

65.2%

80.0%  [District did not meet the standard of 75%]
Mathematics


72.1%

52.9%

71.4%  [District did not meet the standard of 62%]
Current Status of Failed Indicators:  

4.1:   NJ ASK Assessment – The district has initiated instructional strategies and activities focused upon the improvement of student performance in the next testing cycle. 

Recommendation:
The district should be certified conditionally for a period of one year with continuing oversight from the Warren County Superintendent of Schools’ Office.  A monitoring of assessment scores should be completed in the spring/summer of 2007.
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