December 6, 2006

TO:

Members, State Board of Education

FROM:
Lucille E. Davy

Commissioner

SUBJECT:
Appointment to the State Special Education Advisory Council

I am hereby recommending the following persons for the State Special Education Advisory Council for a two-year term effective December 6, 2006.  



Angela Durso is the Director of Special Services for the Perth Amboy Public School District.  Prior to her appointment as director, Angela served as the supervisor of Special Education between 1988 and 2004.  Angela began her career as a special education teacher.  Her membership on the Council would provide representation of the Abbott school districts in the Council’s discussions of special education needs and services.  

LED/BG/sa 
c:  Isaac Bryant

     Barbara Gantwerk 

     Roberta Wohle

     Erika Leak

Adoption Resolution

December 6, 2006

RESOLUTION

APPOINTMENT TO

THE STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:46-2 requires that the Commissioner shall appoint biannually an advisory council for special education with the approval of the State Board which will consist of not fewer than seven nor more than 15 members representative of professionals in the field of special education and parents of children with disabilities; and



WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:46-2 defines the role of the advisory council as advising in the promulgation of rules, regulations and implementation of N.J.A.C. 6A:14 and the establishment of standards and qualifications for the professional personnel and further provides that the council members shall serve without remuneration; and



WHEREAS, the reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 1997 amendments require each state education agency to have an advisory panel for special education; and



WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Education has established and maintains an advisory panel, known as the State Special Education Advisory Council, for the purpose of providing policy guidance with respect to special education and related services for children with disabilities in the State; and



WHEREAS, the advisory panel consists of members, that are representative of the state population and are composed of individuals involved in, or concerned with, the education of children with disabilities, including: (i) parents of children with disabilities; (ii) individuals with disabilities; (iii) teachers; (iv) representatives of institutions of higher education that prepare special education and related services personnel; (v) state and local education officials; (vi) administrators of programs for children with disabilities; (vii) representatives of other state agencies involved in the financing or delivery of related services to children with disabilities; (viii) representatives of private schools and public charter schools; (ix) at least one representative of a vocational, community, or business organization concerned with the provision of transition services to children with disabilities; and (x) representatives from the state juvenile and adult corrections agencies; and



WHEREAS, a majority of the members of the panel shall be individuals with disabilities or parents of children with disabilities; and






WHEREAS, the advisory panel shall: (i) advise the department of unmet needs within the state in the education of children with disabilities; (ii) comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the department regarding the education of children with disabilities; (iii) advise the department in developing evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary of the United States Department of Education under Part B Sec. 618 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; (iv) advise the department in developing corrective action plans to address findings identified in federal monitoring reports under this part; and (v) advise the department in developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of services for children with disabilities; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the State Special Education Advisory Council meets the state mandate for an advisory council and the federal requirements for an advisory panel; and be it further 


RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Ms. Angela Durso be appointed to the State Special Education Advisory Council for a two-year term effective December 6, 2006.  Ms. Durso is the Director of Special Services for the Perth Amboy Public School District.  Prior to her appointment as director, Angela served as the supervisor of Special Education between 1988 and 2004.  Angela began her career as a special education teacher.  Her membership on the Council would provide representation of the Abbott school districts in the Council’s discussions of special education needs and services.  

________________________________


______________________________
Lucille E Davy, Commissioner



Arnold G. Hyndman, President 

Secretary, N.J. State Board of Education


N.J. State Board of Education
ACTING COMMISSIONER'S NARRATIVE

FOR ONE APPOINTMENT

TO THE

STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION

ADVISORY COUNCIL

December 6, 2006

THE STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE SINCE THE PASSAGE OF THE FEDERAL LAWS ON SPECIAL EDUCATION IN 1975.  WE ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE A COUNCIL, BY BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL STATUTE.  OUR COUNCIL CURRENTLY HAS TEN MEMBERS INCLUDING PARENTS AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATORS. 

I REQUEST THAT THE FOLLOWING PERSONS BE APPOINTED TO THE STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR A TWO-YEAR TERM:

ANGELA DURSO HAS BEEN THE SUPERVISOR AND IS CURRENTLY THE DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL SERVICES FOR THE PERTH AMBOY PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT.  ANGELA DURSO IS THE DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL SERIVES FOR THE PERTH AMBOY PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT.  PRIOR TO HER APPOINTMENT AS DIRECTOR, ANGELA SERVED AS THE SUPERVISOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION BETWEEN 1988 AND 2004.  ANGELA BEGAN HER CAREER AS SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER.  HER MEMBERSHIP ON THE COUNCIL  WOULD PROVIDE REPRESENTATION OF THE ABBOTT SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN THE COUNCIL’S DISCUSSIONS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS AND SERVICES.

BARBARA GANTWERK, ACTING ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF STUDENT SERVICES IS HERE TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE.

