Interim Grade 5, 6, and 7 Statewide Assessments 2005-2006

Standard Setting Plan

Executive Summary

The standard-setting sessions for the New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK 2006),  grades 5-7, are to be held on May 11 and 12, 2006. The main goal of the event is to establish the cut scores which differentiate Partially Proficient performance from Proficient performance, and Proficient performance from Advanced Proficient performance, i.e., to establish two cut scores that will yield three performance levels.  Standards will be set for mathematics and language arts literacy at three grade levels, 5, 6, and 7.


The standard-setting will rely on a commonly used method called “modified-Angoff.  The  procedures are outlined below: 

1.        Orientation—All panelists will first gather as one large group for a general session that follows a specified script and will include the following elements: 

a.        Discussion of the NJ ASK 2006 program. 

b.        Purpose and use of standards. 

At the end of the orientation, judges will divide into independent panels for the remainder of the study (one for each test). 

2.        Take the Test—Each judge will take and score the NJ ASK 2006. The scores will not be collected. Identities will be masked - no one except the judge will know his or her score. 

3.        Discuss Performance Descriptors—The performance descriptors for Proficient and Advanced Proficient performance will be discussed and operationalized in the context of the test. 

4.        Initial Ratings—Each judge will independently rate the questions from the assessment. In this process each committee member will be instructed to imagine a group of 100 students whose performance just-barely achieves the Proficient standard based on the performance description. Given this group of students, each judge will estimate the number of students who would answer each multiple-choice test question correctly. The judges will also be instructed to imagine a separate group of 100 students whose performance just-barely meets the Advanced Proficient standard based on the performance descriptors. Each judge will use the Standard-Setting Rating Form provided to work independently through an item-by-item estimation for each item to make these two determinations for each item. These initial ratings will be collected from each judge. 

 5.        Data Tabulation—Initial estimates will be aggregated across item estimates from each judge, resulting in a preliminary standard for each member. These preliminary standards will then be averaged across all judges to derive the mean cut score for the panel. 

6.        Discussion of Initial Estimates—Data from the Stage 1 ratings will be provided to the judges. The judges will receive their individual cut scores and the group’s mean cut score for each achievement level. Each judge will be provided item-level information based on actual student data. Facilitators will identify the items with the most diverse ratings so panelists can discuss them. During the discussion, consideration will be given to the appropriateness of this cut score given the difficulty of the item content and the definitions of Proficient and Advanced Proficient performance. 

7.         Stage 2 Ratings—After reviewing these results and discussing the new information, each individual will have an opportunity to change or reaffirm his/her decision regarding each item. These Stage 2 ratings will be collected and aggregated. 

8.        Discussion of Stage 2 Ratings—Each committee will be presented with: the overall judges’ cut scores for the two standards of Proficient and Advanced Proficient performance; individual cut scores; a graph depicting the possible score standards based on the judges' Stage 2 estimates; and, the actual statewide student performance data from a recent NJ ASK 2006 Impact data will be based on an early return sample.. 

9.        Final Estimates—After presentation and discussion of the Stage 2 data, the judges will have the opportunity for a final, individual examination and revision of their two cut scores. Based on these Stage 3 ratings, recommendations will be made for Proficient and Advanced Proficient performance. 

10.        Judge Feedback—Each judge will be required to complete an evaluation of the standard-setting process. 

Following the standard-setting process, the recommended cut scores will be reviewed for consistency during a "Phase II" meeting on May 15 by an additional panel of senior level state policy makers and field educators. A full report of the procedures followed in establishing the standards will be presented to the NJ DOE on May 17, along with data showing the anticipated impact of the standards for the total state as well as for specific subgroups. 

