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September 2005

Subject:
New Regulations - Amendments to State Administrative Code for Child Nutrition 

Amendments to the New Jersey Administrative Code (N.J.A.C. 2:36) were published in the New Jersey Register on June 20, 2005.  Included in these amendments are new regulations that affect all public and non-public schools that participate in any of the federally funded Child Nutrition Programs (National School Lunch, School Breakfast, After School Snack, Special Milk, and Split Session Kindergarten Milk).  The rule also applies to any non-participating schools that have 5% or more students eligible for free or reduced price meals.

A summary of the amendments are listed below:

Nutrition Policy:

· By September 2006 each school district/sponsor shall adopt a local School Nutrition Policy consistent with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans and the USDA nutrition standards for National School Lunch, School Breakfast and/or After School Snack programs (N.J.A.C. 2:36-1.7(a)).

· By September 2007, each school district/sponsor shall implement a policy consistent with the New Jersey Department of Agriculture’s Model School Nutrition Policy (N.J.A.C. 2:36-1.7(b)).
Biosecurity:

· By September 2006, each school district/sponsor shall implement a local level biosecurity plan consistent with the parameters identified in the USDA publication “A Biosecurity Checklist for School Food Service Programs”(N.J.A.C. 2:36-1.13). [NOTE:  A copy of this USDA Biosecurity publication was mailed to all sponsors in February 2004, and is also available on the Department’s website under Forms & Applications, and under the forms/memos section of the Division of Food and Nutrition’s reimbursement voucher website.]
A copy of the amended state Child Nutrition code and the Department’s Model School Nutrition Policy is enclosed.  The Model Policy is also available on both the Department of Agriculture’s home page at www.state.nj.us/agriculture and under the forms/memos section of the Division of Food and Nutrition’s reimbursement voucher website.  The administrative code will also be posted within the next month.  Please note that adoption of the Department’s Model School Nutrition Policy will fulfill the USDA requirements for schools to adopt a Local Wellness Policy, as required by the 2004 Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act.

Training:

During the upcoming school year, the Department will offer trainings to assist schools with the implementation of these new regulations.  Announcements regarding these trainings will be posted on the reimbursement voucher after the first of the year.  In addition, Questions and Answers are being developed and will also be posted on the website sometime in October.

Please feel free to contact your Program Specialist with any specific questions at 609-984-0692.  

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and efforts to provide a healthier nutrition environment for all students in New Jersey Schools.
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