
October 17, 2007
Adoption Resolution

RESOLUTION TO RETURN FUNCTIONS OF OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT TO LOCAL CONTROL IN THE NEWARK SCHOOL DISTRICT

WHEREAS, by administrative order issued by the State Board of Education on July 5, 1995, the State Board of Education removed the Newark School District Board of Education and created a State-operated school district in Newark pursuant to former N.J.S.A. 18A:7A-34; and

WHEREAS, P.L. 2005, c.235 established the New Jersey Quality Single Accountability Continuum (NJQSAC), a new system for monitoring and evaluating public school districts in the State of New Jersey that involves an assessment of each school district’s performance in the five key components of school district effectiveness; namely, Operations Management, Personnel, Instruction and Program, Governance and Fiscal Management; and

WHEREAS,  NJQSAC requires, at N.J.S.A. 18A:7A-53, that State-operated districts shall be evaluated by a team of highly skilled professionals in the five key components of school district effectiveness within 120 days of the date on which rules promulgated pursuant to the statute became effective; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:7A-53, Newark School District was evaluated by a team of highly skilled professionals, who issued a report of the evaluation to the Commissioner of Education on or about June 22, 2007; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7A-53 and N.J.A.C. 6A:30-8.3, the Commissioner reviewed the report of the team of highly skilled professionals, and in a report issued on July 23, 2007, determined that the Newark School District met 86% of the performance indicators in Operations Management, 32% of the performance indicators in Personnel, 39% of the performance indicators in Instruction and Program, 45% of the performance indicators in Governance, and 66% of the indicators in Fiscal Management; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:30-8.3, the Newark School District filed a request for reconsideration of the Commissioner’s determination as set forth in her July 23, 2007 report, and in a letter dated August 29, 2007, the Commissioner granted a portion of the reconsideration request and determined that the Newark School District had met 56% of the performance indicators in Governance; and
WHEREAS, based on this final determination by the Commissioner, the Newark School District has met the factors for initiating return of the functions of Operations Management to local control pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:30-7.1; now therefore, be it
RESOLVED,  that the process for transition to local control of the functions of Operations Management shall be initiated forthwith in the Newark School District pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:30-7.2 and that the functions of Personnel, Instruction and Program, Governance and Fiscal Management shall be placed under partial State intervention pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:30-7.2 and -8.3.  The Department of Education, in collaboration with the Newark School District shall develop a transition plan pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:30-7.2 and -7.3; and be it further
RESOLVED, that consistent with and upon approval by the Commissioner of a transition plan to return the functions of Operations Management to local control pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:30-7.2 and -7.3, the Newark Board of Education shall be empowered to vote on matters presented to the board relating to the functions of Operations Management, subject, however, to veto by the Commissioner or designee pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:7A-53.
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