January 9, 2008
TO:


Members, State Board of Education

FROM:

Lucille E. Davy




Commissioner

SUBJECT:
Resolution to revise the Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy 




The Department of Education is proposing to revise the Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy.



The proposed revisions will support New Jersey’s participation in the American Diploma Project (ADP) Network, as outlined by Governor Jon S. Corzine on August 17, 2006.  The ADP Network now consists of 31 states, working together through Achieve, Inc., to make sure that every high school graduate is prepared for college or work.  In each state, governors, state superintendents of education, business executives, and college leaders are working to bring added value to the high school diploma by raising the rigor of high school standards, assessments, and curriculum and aligning expectations with the demands of postsecondary education and the twenty-first century workplace.  



In late January 2006, Achieve constructed a side-by-side chart that compared the alignment between the ADP college and workplace readiness benchmarks and the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy.  Both the New Jersey business community and New Jersey state colleges have endorsed the ADP benchmarks.  The initial Achieve analysis generally revealed strong alignment between the benchmarks and the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, but several specific gaps were noted and described in the summary report.  Working with Achieve over a period of several months, expert teams of New Jersey mathematics and language arts literacy educators formulated draft revisions to the standards which were shared with the wider New Jersey community through regional feedback sessions during the winter of 2006-2007.  Based on that feedback, and on continued feedback from Achieve, Inc., New Jersey submitted revised standards for a second quality review by Achieve, Inc.   



The criteria used by Achieve, Inc. in this most recent quality review of New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards and proposed revisions included rigor, focus, coherence, specificity, clarity and measurability.  The specific changes proposed were reviewed to ensure that New Jersey’s expectations for exiting high school are aligned with the expectations for college and work.  The quality review summary letter from Achieve President Michael Cohen, dated May 1, 2007, is included for your information.  Assuming adoption of the proposed revisions, the Achieve conclusion was that, “If New Jersey students achieve proficiency in the state standards, they will likely be well prepared for both workplace and college success.”

  

The primary focus of the revisions being proposed at this time is on the high school expectations for mathematics and language arts literacy.  Later this year, the department will begin a broader review of the standards in all content areas and for all grade levels, to ensure that as the world and its demands change, so will the preparation of New Jersey’s students.
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Adoption Resolution
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT REVISED CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT

STANDARDS IN LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY AND MATHEMATICS


WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has adopted rigorous Core Curriculum Content Standards and associated cumulative progress indicators which establish the basis for local curriculum and instruction for all students, the statewide assessment system, and the evaluation of local district boards of education; and


WHEREAS, expert panels of PreK-12 educators and representatives from higher education have reviewed the Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy in the light of college and workplace expectations; and


WHEREAS, the expert panels have elicited extensive public input through regional feedback sessions and written feedback; and 


WHEREAS, the mathematics and language arts literacy standards, previously adopted in July 2002, have been revised to reflect the demands of postsecondary education and the twenty-first century workplace; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the New Jersey State Board of Education hereby directs that these revised standards in language arts literacy and mathematics, along with the accompanying cumulative progress indicators, will become immediately applicable to all students; and be it further


RESOLVED, that the revised Core Curriculum Content Standards and accompanying cumulative progress indicators in language arts literacy and mathematics, dated November 7, 2007, will serve as the basis for any state or local assessments deemed appropriate by the Department of Education and the State Board of Education; and be it further


RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education commends the individuals and organizations contributing to this revision of the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

________________________________

_____________________________

Lucille E. Davy, Commissioner


Ronald K. Butcher, Ph.D., President

Secretary, NJ State Board of Education

NJ State Board of Education

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT REVISED CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS IN LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY AND MATHEMATICS

COMMENT/RESPONSE FORM

This comment and response form contains comments from the December 5, 2007 State Board public meeting when the Resolution to Adopt Revised Core Curriculum Content Standards in Language Arts Literacy and Mathematics was presented at Second Discussion Level.

Topic:
      Core Curriculum Content 

Meeting Date:    January 9, 2008

      Standards











Level:    
     Adoption

Division:    Educational Standards and
Completed By:    Office of Academic  

Programs 

      Standards

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES:

The following is a summary of the comments made by State Board members.  Each commenter is identified at the end of each comment by a letter, which corresponds to the following list:

A. Ronald K. Butcher, President

State Board of Education

B. Debra Casha, Member

State Board of Education

C. Kathleen Dietz, Member

State Board of Education

D. Arnold Hyndman, Member

State Board of Education

1.  
Comment:
The commenters expressed concern over the relationship between the proposed revisions to the standards and various components of the American Diploma Project.  The commenters specifically expressed concern over the extent to which adoption of the standards revision resolution might be interpreted as broad approval of multiple pieces of the American Diploma Project, over and above the revision of standards.  (A, B, C, D)

Response:
The Department views the proposed revisions to the Core Curriculum Content Standards as supportive of, but separate from, other components of the American Diploma Project.  For further clarification, the Department has removed mention of the American Diploma Project from the proposed resolution.  
2.
Comment:

The commenters expressed concern over requiring all students to take algebra II.  (B, C, D)

Response:

Within the next few months, the Department intends to present for the Board’s consideration a proposal for revising graduation requirements that most likely will include some specific courses.  Such a proposal is not included in or implied by this resolution, however.  New Jersey’s Core Curriculum content Standards in Mathematics and Language Arts Literacy are currently academically rigorous, and the proposed changes are in fact relatively minor refinements to better ensure that our high school graduates are prepared for post-secondary education or the workplace.  Any specific course requirements, such as algebra II, would be brought to the State Board separately for their consideration.  

3.
Comment:

The commenter requested clarification of the use of the word “interpret,” rather than “identify,” in language arts literacy Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 3.1.12.A.1.  (C)

Response:

Interpret suggests a higher level of performance, which was viewed as grade-level appropriate for the particular CPI in question.  For the content of other CPIs, such as 3.1.12.A.2, different levels of performance may be considered grade-level appropriate.  
4.
Comment:

The commenter requested clarification of the expectation in CPI 3.2.12.C.7 that students “Create a multi-page document using word processing software that demonstrates the ability to format, edit, and print.”  The commenter specifically inquired about student access to the necessary technology.  (C)

Response:

The Department agrees that achievement of this CPI requires access, at some point during the year, to computers and the appropriate software.  It is the Department’s expectation that schools and districts will provide this access for instructional and local assessment purposes.

5.
Comment:

The commenter expressed concern that the Department not respond to ignored or incompletely followed regulations by proposing new, more restrictive regulations for everyone, rather than dealing directly with those schools or districts identified as not following the current regulations.  (B)

Response:

The Department agrees and will take care to heed the commenter’s advice.  
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